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ADVERTISE ENT. 

| H E ot Nr of the Fond 
ſtory, and ſome of the inci- 
as and more minute circumſtan- 
ces, are to be found in the antient 
Engliſh hiſtorians. If too great li- 
berties have been taken in altering 
or enlarging their accounts, the 
re:der who looks only for amuſe- 


ment will probably forgive it: the 


learned . and critical (if this work 
ſhould be honoured by ſuch readers) 


will deem it a matter of too little 
_ conſequence to call for the ſeverity 
of their cenſure—It is generall 


expected that pieces of this kind 


ſhould convey ſome one uſeful mo- 
ral: which moral, not always per- 


haps, the moſt valuable or refined, 


18 ſometimes made to float on the 
ſurface of the narrative; or ispluck- 


ed up at proper intervals, and pre- 
ſented to the view of the reader, 
with great ſolemnity. But the au- 
of theſe ſheets hath too high an 
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WW Ravvoirh, a valiant knight * Cornwal, 5 
now too old to take a part in the affairs 
and commotions of the realm, retired to 


cee of his life was engaged in the pleaſing; 
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PZ 25 
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Earlof 84 l 16 m0 RY. 
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SECT. 1 


9 vert hy et penn 8 third of ag: 
= Y.Y name, reigned in En gland, Sir 


10 4 the peaceful enjoyment. of thoſe honours - 
and fortunes, which he had purchaſed by: 
e ſeries of hardy ſervices in the field. The 


Wh occupation of training up two youths, his 
== ſons who were riſing faſt to maturity; 8 
teaching them the facred duties which they, _ 

= owed to heaven and to. their country, 1 
W {ping them with. a gallant love of at Ws We 
= and e their minds with undaunted 

5 Vor. I i: - A courage. 
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2 LONGSWORD, 
courage duly tempered with benevolence 
and humanity, | 5 
The ſeaſon was genial, the evening ſe- 
rene and refreſhing ; when Randolph wan» 
dered forth, with a youth attending him 
on each fide, eageily liſtening to his nar- 
rative of wars and glorious dangers. The 
boys paſled flowly on, with their eyes and 
thoughts fixed on their father, till they 
were inſenfibly led to the brow of a chalky 
cliff, commanding a wide and uninterrupted 
view of the calm unruffled fea, that now 
reflected all the rich and glowing crimſon 


of the ſetting ſun. Here they ſat down, 


12 


ing to the ſhore. 


and urgently entreated their father to te- 
„ new the ſtory of his dangers in the Holy 


Land, the atchievements of the brave ſol- 
diers of the croſs; the recent wars in France, 
and the valour of Earl Richard and his 


Knights; While the attention of Randolph 


was fixed on a ſmall barque, now approach- 


Its keel cut ſwiftly, and deeply into the 


ſands, and a general ſnout from the veſſel 
__. rouſed the little company, whoſe attention 
Wuͤas ftill farther awakened, when they ob- 


- ſerved the deportment of the man who 
 *firſt-+leaped' on ſhore. His garb was that 
of an humble pilgrim, whoſe holy vows 


were leading him to ſome ſcene of devo- 
tion; and by his fide hung a large and 
ſon. of ho- 
nourable |} 


trenchant weapon befitting the 
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W nourable war, rather than the votary of 


religion; his look. was pale and ſqualid; 


| 5 but his port-erect; and à ſecret greatneſs 


and manly dignity ſeemed to break thro? 


3 all the gloom of adverſity which ſurrouad- 
ed him. No ſooner had he touched the 


Eftrand, than he ſtood for a moment, as it 


were, in a ſtill and motionleſs ſurprize; 
then falling on his knees, with arms croſſed, | 
and eyes raiſed_up to heaven, his looks 
expreſſed the moſt rapturous gratitude and 
ihankfulagſs, as if for a deliverance from 
ſome great calamity z wailt ſome. others 
= of the crew, with all appearance of ten- 
der regard, conveyed a young and beau - 
tiful perſonage to ſhore, dreſſed in the- 


We fame habit with their leader. The whole 


feene was extraordinary and affecting: the 
ET youths had deſcried it, and ſtarting up, 
and turning to their father, {ſeemed to de- 


mand the reaſon of this appearance. 
Come, my ſons, cried Randolph, this 
= {ranger appears unſortunate; pefhaps he 


, 


may accept of our hoſpitable reception; 


let our friendly offices not be wanting, to 


2h * 
OE) Ae 
oy e e 


allay his grief, and to, ſupply his ne- 


=o c<ſhities,' Thus faying, he led them 
y a winding: deſcent towards the ſhore, ©. 
here the crew were by this time diſem- 


| Sir Ra ndolph approached the ſtranger, N f - 
ao whom the reſt of the company ſeemed 
= —- 4 FTF 


4 Lo N GSW OB D. 


| « tempeſt which diſperſed our ſhips 
_ © whom we imagined buried in tf \c ſeas! 


8 monarch, 
. glory of England? 
a but not to peace and repoſe: 


to pay a particular regard) with a concern 
truly humane: when, . inſtaptly, mo eyes 


Co ef each were fixed jn mute ſurpriſe upon 
1 


e other.— — My GeneralY— —_ My Knight! 


Their tongues could utter No More: the ey 


rufhed into each other's arms, and ung 


together in a tumultuous, diſorder of grief, 
amazement, 


At, length, 


and affeQion, | 
| © Great Earl! Pp 


ords forced their paſſa e. 


cried Randolph, ©; and o 1 rea) y behold 
 ©thee? Do I embrace tlie man, under 


© whoſe command my laſt days of konov:- 
© able war ſaw. glory and victory ? _ Hath 
my leader ſurvived the. dreadful. night of 


. He 


Is he at length returned in 1: fety ? But 
©why this gab? Are thele wretched 


.* weeds, befitting the ſon of an illuftrious Wl 
the | conqueror "of Gaſcoigne, 


Thou art come, 
© ifficult 


„ast, at length, bappily eſcaped the.in- 


13 ſiduous attempts of my enemies What 


gangers have I now to fear? No, my 


: : * deareſt El. A] illuſtrious dame! tendercit 


wife! In thy arms ſhall] | NOW forget my 
dangers. To thee I fi, to wipe Fay 

1 * thoſe Toa, which duil b, $ my. 
Parture 


daßger, 
| . and diſtreſs," are fill prepared 8 
for that undaunted ſpirit Y am I not in 
 *England?” replied the ſtranger... * Have 
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Eb of 1 1880 N 1 5 
parture, and müſt have flowed in full 


| 4 ſtreams during this melancholy; ihterval of 


© my ablence. In thee and thy endear- 


ments ſhall all ray future hope be centet- 
ed: and never, nd; never mote fhall 
| WILLIAM. be agen © by the failing. 
* promiſes of glory, to hazard the Ehancs 


of arms! Enough hath been alteudy 


5 done: enough Hath been given, to honour 
| * and to my cottittry. - Peace and retire- 


ment, repoſe and tranquillity be dow the 


betof thefe thattercd' Hembs, and this at fa 
== © rated, weartedy pin!!! 


2 Whiltt the Earl thus indifhged his fats 


8 


| coarſe of kinſmen and fellow / Citizens. 


* „whom he embraced with a tender 
8 affeCtionate concern; dut with* ſuch 


3 


1 profpeds of tranquillity; © the 
TH thouglits of Randolph N = Ar. 1 
dere t he ſhreeyed Mm wirh à mixture k 

1 pay and affection; and half ſuppreffing the 

= tfighthat haboured in lis breaft, he {formed ; 

== look of eaſe and complacency, and invit- 
ed Lord William and his attendants to par- 

RE take of the fefreſnment which bis ne 

= bouring refdeneo afforded: They palled | 
on with the pleaſing Tenfations of mn, 
= who after a length of days ſpent ina fo- 

$ | reign and unfriendly land, beghs ofice 

more 16 taſte the comfotts of 2 fative 

g and to fhare in the fociat inter- 


; 
. 
2 


Their leader turned to the youthful pil- 
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joy as ſeemed clouded by the remembrance 
of paſt calamities. They retired a few 
paces as if in private conference, and the 
elder ſc emed intent in comforting and en- 
couraging. The courteous Knight would 
not break in upon their private conference, 
and to leave them the more free to indulge 
that mutual aff-E&tion which they diſcover- 
ed, he turned to his youths : * Behold,” 
ſaid he, this truly honourable Lord, great 
in defgent, powerful in arms ; ſull of the 
© mighty ſpirit of his royal father the ſe- 
* cond Henry, a monarch fatally ſeduced 
* by the beauty of Roſamond: and (mark 
s —4 juſt diſpenſations of heaven) heavy 
was 1 8 puniſhment. which the, mother 
< paid, for her forbidden love: nor ha th 
* misfortune ſpared this the offspring of an 
* unlawful and unhappy paſſion. Yet let 
© us be juſt to his virtues; and learn from 

_ * him, that renown is not to be purchaſed 
but by. toil. and perils. Under his ban- 
ner hath your father oftentimes encoun- 
c © tered dangers. With him did I haſten to 
. Fi aug the cauſe and title of our King, 
when John had met his fate, and the ſoa i 
2 * of France rioted in the calamities of Eng- 
land. With him did theſe old arms con- 

« © tribute to execute the vengeance of our 
country upon the. adherents of the perfi- 
* dious Lewis; and when the Count Mal- 
ps e revolted from: his. FRO lord, and 
15 by „„ « erected 


Earl of SALISBURY. T7 
erected the ſtandard of France in our 
province of Gaſcoigne, then did he brave- 
iy ſecond the efforts of Richard, uncle to 
our Prince, and led us on to victory. 
EZ © Aſpire to:the ſame renown : but expect. . 
XZ *© the like fortune: dream not of undiſ- 
© © tmbed* happineſs and tranquillity. By 
expecting labour and diſtreſs, you ſhall _ 
learn to encounter, and to conquer them, 
in a glorious and an honeſt cauſ © 
Tus far paternal tenderneſs diverted the 
attention of - Randbiph from his illuſtrious 
friend, who in this ſhort interval had been | 
=# cqually engaged.” He embraced his follow= :- 
= cf en d hah happy arrival, and 
L ealouſly extolled their merits and faithful 
= ſervices. The Knight with all due cour- 
8 teſy, led them on towards his hoſpitable - 
hall, which ſoon opened to their view, and 
8 ſoon received the wearied gueſts No 
== friendly care was wanting to recal their 
- RX languid and drooping ſpirits. As men juſt 
KF ſnatched from the dread gulph of miſery, 
and ſuddenly reſtored to a degree of hap- 
pineſs beyond the hopes and even the con- 
== ceptions of their dejected thoughts, they 
Rs gazed each upon his fellow in a filent ex- 
== tacy'of furpriſe and joy; and ſtill more en- 
deared to each other, as ſharers in the ſame 
misfortunes, their eyes, their hands encoun- 
tered ſpontaneouſly, and they embraced 
with an affecting cordiality. and pleaſure. 
„„ WES -- 3,7 = Wn 
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Earl William, who now began to reſume 
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his native dignity, his eyes, as it were, 


newly lighted/ up, his voice leſs plaintive, 


his aſpect greater, and | his. port ſtill more 


. princely, earneſtly ſeized the hand of that 
- Young pet ſonage, to whom the ſeemed 
more particularly attentive, and thus ad- 


dreſſed himſelf to his hoſt. O. my friend, 


here is our deareſt charge. Know, and 
reſpect this beautiful maid, for ſuch ſhe 
_ © is, the daughter of a brave. and honeſt 
=. ſoldier. His name Les Roches, and 
- © once mine enemy: but fortune and his 
vit tues united us in bands of friendſhip, tru- 


ly ſacred and invidlable. It is to his good-— 
e neſs that | now ſee my native land. His 


13 * generous pity ſaved me hen the arm of 
mine enemy was juſt zaiſed to ſtrike, to 
e ſſtrike me baſely, and. treacheroufly, vn 


© knowing, unſuſpecting, and unprovided 


Jon defence. Welcome, Lady, replied: 
the Kni nigbt; alas! theſe limbs were not 
L Wy for, toil. or dangerous adventure. 
But where is thy gallant father? My. 
heart pants to embrace him; an Engliſh, 
heart, which holds a ſolcier er 
7M Whatever elime or country: and doub- 
Ay dear, and doubly honoured, ſhall, that 
< ſoldier'be, who 2 a noble and bes; 
© loved: ſon to En Hexe grief 
_ he fel reſerve; 
and had already Aale : 


threatened to break 


{ 
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len in gentle, drops, down her - glowing. 


checks ; Which the Earl perceiving check- 
| cd with a kindly reproving look; Then ſoft-. 
: 3 N entreated Randolp h to ſummon fach of 
is domeſtics as Fan be proper to con- 
duct her to refreſhment and repoſe. Theſe 
inſtantly appeared, and were inſtructed to 
-perform their "offices with. all tender and 
reſpectful” care. The maid. retired in fi- 
: "TEHCE > Randolph. ſeerned wrapt in 185 
and wonder, whilft the Earl purſued 
parting ſteps with looks of ſweet compla- 
cency and pity: 'Fhe Knight then turning 
to the followers of this Lord,” My friends, 
ſaid he, your toils demand fetirement: 
this roof knows no other happinels than 
© to greet the approach, of worth and valour. 
I is your's, and uſe it freeh . For" this 
night, at leaſt, fo: get your' laboure, and 
” © indulge your faipt and harraſſed hmbs in 
: Peace ful reſt, Les, ſaid the Earl, to 
est, my ar companions; but, bear 
: with r my fbparienke; and be firring \ with 
| . ©the dawn; that we may iſſue forth with : 
+ © new recftulted ſpecd, and qunekly gain my 
| 6 calile. There ſhall our la bous end ; 
© there ſhalt the gentle Cbunteff Acknow- 
41 your deſerts; and there mall her 
long loſt Lord reward your fidelity. 
„ Sir Randoſob, you too ſhall accompany | 
us, and ſhare the general; Joy. We ſhall 
'% © teach n 10 Eceide your k fellow-ſoldier 
Sh, B 4 N 0 With | 
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3 with a more lively ſympathy, and bright- 
den that honeſt aſpeQ with gayer ſmiles.” 
To this gentle reproof, Which ſeemed 
to have eſcaped unwarily from the jealouſy 
.of friendſhip, Randolph made no reply; 
but with a countenance of ſtrict compo—- 
ſure, which effectually concealed whatever 
thoughts or paſſions were now buſy in his 
mind, he invited Lord William to retire. 
80 my friend,” replied the Earl, -' my 
* followers are happily diſpoſed of: at laſt 
-+ (thanks to the preſerving hand. of Hea- 
ven, and to thee) they enjoy that ſecure 
Yale, to which they have been fo long 


bf | 5 | feel my heart eaſed of its. 9 
*oppreting load., Nor will I give theſe 


*eyes to fleep, till L have heard Say, 
What of my wife, what of my friends, * 
the King and realm, can my good hoſt 
impart?— Zut chiefly of my wife; of 
* Bla I would hear all thou canſt deliver; 
how hath ſhe borne. this tedious abſence > 
-* Knoweft thou not of her preſent ſtate > 


; Speak alas, the grief of my widowed T 4 


dame ſeems to affect that good heart. 
but ſay, is ſhe well!——Randolph hac 
| betrayed ſome agitation at theſe. inqui- MW 


ries; but quickly recollecting his diſorder- 5 ü 8 


ed thoughts, her tenderneſs and love Eo 
 * thee have been approved,” ſaid he, 


| © the abſence of her Lord: to-morrow — 


1 2 * ſhalt W her in her caftle. But 
__ * now 
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5 -now ates my. impatience : ſay, what 
means this garb, this appearance of miſ- 


Ny fortune > Who are theſe thy attendants ?” 


— Ves, faid the Earl, I will tell thee 
„all. Sit down'z-—Fhou: wilt not be 
diſpleaſed to hear the ſtory of my misfor- 


tunes ſince our laſt dreadful ſeparation.” 


— 


Randolph obeyed, and the Earl thus be- 
bee I ET TENTS 27; 18 


ae WC N. l 


9 OW canl recall to mind the fatal 
8 time, when. our victorious, army, 
« Jaded with the ſpoils of Gaſcoigne, re- 
+ embarked, and with hearts of joy and ex- 

pectation, ſteered towards their native 


. ſhore. Thou, Randolph, who hadſt 
| © ſharedthedangers of our war, whoſe hoary 


© head ſtill diſdained to droop beneath its 
© beaver, muſt retain the dreadful remem- 
© brance of that night, when winds and 


© ſeas eonfpired together, and united their 
- unrelenting fury againſt the bands of 


England: When the roaring hurrricane 
dealened us with its horrid menaces, and 
the frequent lightning ſerved to difeloſe 
+ all the terror of the gloomy deep. Our 
army, that had -undauntedly. defied the 
© ſwords of France, found now another ene- 
« m, 5 whoſe obſtinate aſſaults their 

| 5 Leden 
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| 
; l i * courage ſeemed butineffeQual : and eve- 
Fil ty moment; preſented us with the diſtrad- 
my © *1ingexpecttation of periſhing in diſhonour- 
able obfcurity. And much doth it-re= 
6 < joice me, that in that extremity of diſtreſs, 
the bleſſed ſaints were not unmindful of 
© Randolph, that my gallant knight was 
© happily, reſcued from deſtruction, to cheer 
© his friends, and enjoy his latter days in 
peace and digniiy. The fate of Saliſbury 
Was more ſevere and affecting. The ſhip 
* which received me and my aſſociates was 
quickly ſeparated from our fleet, a help- 
_*Teſs and ſolitary prey to the violence of. 
© the tempeſt, which our pilot had neither 
© {kill nor ſpirit to oppoſe. And in that 
+ dreadful moment, when, raiſed to a giddy 
© and terrible height, we hung upon the 
© breaking wave, or ſunk down deep into 
the dark and yawning gulpb, then was 
© my heart's: dear i treaſure, my beloved 
dame, preſent to my diſtracted mind: to 
die Was horrible; becauſe to die was to 
obe torn from Ela. Her ſorrows crowded. 
© upon my buſy fancy; and 1 ſunk; O, 
my friend, How can J peak it! 1 ſunk b 
_— * into a coward.— Doch that tear now. 
ſtealing down your furrowed cheek ex- 
< preſs your pity of my weakneſs, or a ſenſe 
of my misfortunes ?'—— The diſorder of 
the good Knight, which could no longer 
be e eee "_ ſuſpended; the 
narration. 
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M Gee Lord William feized his 1 
1 loo ys 4 (urpriſe and concern at his 
1 a : but Randolph prevented. all ex- 
8 ONS by a ſudden and violent 2755 
10 feſume his ſerenity. He ſoon recalled 
his thoughts to a campoled aERIOn,, * 
at his deſire the Earl proceeded. 
Heaven was at length pleaſed | in 8 
L deg tee to contioul, the, violence gf the 
Lier. The dawn of morning ſeemed 
© to, promiſe us at leaſt ſome elite fram 
* defirucion 2 yet ſtill, helpleſs and de- 
6 * ſponding, - without courſ= or direction, 
* we toſſed as the winds and tides impelled: 
and when at laſt we, deſcried land, that 
* chearing obj? &. to wretches' who. have 
: © ſupported, an, unequal. conteſt with the 
„ raging tempeſt, only, ferved to inſpire us 
with .nzw fears, leaſt it ſnould prove the 


1 * land. of our enemy. Bat alas} it was 
| Yoo! 


1 — (and the ſhocking ſcene. {till 
7 dwells on. my. imagination in all its hor- 
ar) that far the greater part of us ſhould. 
never touch the [ſhore which, lay in view. 
We ſteered upon a cqaſt utterly, unknown: 
* the rock which lay imambulh. to deſtroy 
us, allalled our vefſel; the waves ruſtied 
.. impetuouſl. through the breach... La that 
+ dreadful moment, when hope vanithed, - 
* when. Death flood: with; open arms to re- 
ceive his prey, the dente of, my 
8 Kn e PPY. eee Kis Mall 
oy 6623s Tipak 5 
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4 ſpeak it! They cling ound. my knees 
45 id tears of oſhcitude” and zeal for my 
reſervation,” | They entreated, they 

4, reſſed they pere me to ſeek for ſafety 
in the boat, which it was their laſt care 8 = 
© make ready for their beloved captain, 
© with ten more the moſt eminent in com- 
10 mand. Reſolute and undiſmayed even 
in the very moment of their deſtruction, 
£ they hailed our departure and triumphed 
in our ſafety. I hear their ſhouts! they 
*-ſtill ſtrike my cars.—O England! ca- 
the world boaft ſuch fons ?——The deep 
cloſed over them, and ſnarched the dear, 
* * affliting, aweful object for ever from 
* our eyes. We rowed away in filence 
* and aftonifhment, full of the terrible idea, 
and hitle cheared by the proſpect of 
land which we dreaded to find unfriend- 
©ly. Nor were our ' fears miſtaken: for 
hen our laft and utmoſt efforts had been 
* exerted to gain the ſhore, ſome wretched 
*fiſhermen who had at firſt eazed in ex- 


pectation on our veffel, and at the hight | 


of armed men, fled precipitately into the 
N country, appeared by their garb and lan- 
- * guage to be French, and convinced us. 
- © that the proſpect of immediate deſtructi- 
Jon, was only changed for another no leſs 
F dreadful, that of an hard and tedious ca 
„ tivity : that of falling into the hands of 
men whom we had but now defied and 
* „ 1 . ; 
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4 « vanquiſhed ; and being made the victims 

* of revenge for blood ftill 1 768 upon 
our blades. 

We moored our boat, uncertain what 

© courſe to purſue, whether to ſeek refuge 
from our enemies in an unknown and 
© tempeſtuous ſea, or by advancing forward 
do reli m ourſetves into their power. It 
1 5 was, however, ſoon refolved-boldly to 
meet our danger. We moved on ſlow ly | 
* and circumſpect; the fun played upon 
our armour, and it's refl Cted beams 
« ſexved as a direction to a ſmall armed 
5 band that had been alarmxd by their 
* countrymen, and now 'marched forth to 
* ſeek their invaders. My companions, 
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„numbers as they had frequently repelled, 
. unſheathed their ſwords, now their only 
weapons, and ſtood; as men reſolved to 
J defend their hves and liberty to the ut- 
* moſt. They undaunted ſhew: of. refiſt - 
*ance perſuaded our enemies that ſome 
3 . hoftile d-fign- was meditated, and that 
reater numbers were approaching to 
* our ſupport, © They halted and ſurveyed 
us: their bowmen diſcharged their ſhafts; + 
© and three of my unhappy friends lay 
© bleeding upon the earth, pouring out 
© their lives without a poſhbility of aſliſt- 
© ance, or the conſolation of a brave re- 
2 . Our * animated by their 
, : lucceſs, 


*. little diſmayed at ſuch a ſuperiority f 
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ſuceęſs, ruſhed us.; they felt « our 
5 * blades; but gs, e us that reliſt- 


ance was inefectual They ſurrounded 
+ my friends, and impatient to ſecure their 
* captives,” hurried them precipitately across 
the plain; but in their blind unguided 


F< 
6 
44; 
i # 


*ly called upon me to. 2 myſelf his 
„ priſoner, or meet my fate. Active and 
+ Experienced in arms, 1 evaded his onſet, 
* and with this good ſword (whole length 


© and keennels had long been the terror of F | 
k his countrymen, 1. aimed a blow, Which 


© was. received, by his fiery charger. The 


1 beaſt grew furious with anguiſh, and im- 


+ * patient of command ſogn, caſt. his rider 
at my feet. But I, who neither inclined, 
© nor deemed. it prud: nt to purſue the work 


- <of death; ever ready to ſpare. a proſt- 
5 * rate foe, and nothing diſpoſed to proyoke 


FF ſevere vengeance. on My  compatiions;, 


fee” my. beaver, and with looks, of 


5 courteſy raiſed the leader from.the x group oup id, 
«1 Prepared to accolt him, when, ſtarting. 


A back, as if unable to unport ſome fo 


den and violent ſurprize ; he 


„ ſp:echleſs and motionleſs, wy 15 
1 eyes to heaven, and fixing them on me 
1 een Ble ſſed Saints le——O. noble. 


id: TIS did he exclaim; Twice my 
* preſerver - 
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fury, 4 * me at ſome diſtance ſingly en- 
gaged with their commander, WhO with 
+, couched lande, ſpurred forward and loud- 
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| * and expect ſome return of gratitude. 
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© preſeryer.! How ſhall Les Roches repay 


thy exalted oodneſs? In the Iſle - of 
Rhe! and thus attended ! But fly this, 
moment; I muſt rejoin my friends. 
That path is ſafe: it leads thee» to a 


© place, of-concealment ;; expect me ſoon; 


With theſe words, the ſtranger (for 


8 6 ſuch he ſtill ſeemed to me) turned. haſtily 
away, in purſſüt of his troop now lead- 
Ing off their priſoners in triumph. Nor | 


could. | ſuddenly recover from my amagze-' 


ment. Mine eyes ſtill attended him, am 


marked his eit Rows: until herman loſt” 


rcollefiing: mine awn. anon and his? 


= © "friendly counſel, I took. the path to which 

ide bad pointed, and meaſured out the 
# 0 *tediqus Way with limbs wearied and faint; 
3 leſs hartaſſed by tu- 


| with a mind no. 
„Mmultuous paſſions. | Sill-canfoundeth and 
Perplexed, my thoughts ſought in wan 


Ni gering gbjeft, -they-at:dength' 
diſcovered, at ſc diſtance a large and 
e pile. It windows - crewded” 
A the. Fs of. their Or naments, and 

* dimmed by 


numerous ſpires towering above tie robf, 


ed e * oni 's: front, de- 


obiy 1X; * __ "'velared. 


3 


or that ſecurity, that eee. Whier 
1 "the firanger had promiled. ; when turning 
45 0 ch agerly on every ſide in feargl 


hand of the painter ttis- . 
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clarediit a reſidence of devotion and cha- 
* rity. Hither J determined to bend my 
courſe, and to fix here, my laſt and only 
« hopes of refuge. War had long taught 
me to ſupport toil and abſtinence. But, 

* alas! my ſpirit new denied it's wonted 
aſſiſtance to my exhauſted ſtrength, and 
* when my limbs had laboured up the emi- 
* nence on which this manfion flood, with 
Now and painful efforts; when, a few 
- paces only remained to bring me to the 
dentrance, nature could fruggle no far · 
ther; my ſight grew clouded, I fell, as, 
in the arms of death, and fainte ed under 
the ſevere oppreſſion of fatigue and dif- 
"treſs. Nor did my miſerable ſtate eſcape, 
* rhe regards of charity; for when my lan- 


+ found my ſelf attended by one who feem- 
ed an inhabitant; and from him earned, 
Axhat 1 lay before the portal of an antient. 
Abbey, where the brethren of the Ciſter-. 
„Han order, employed their peaceful hours. 
in oriſons to heaven, and acts of humani- 
aty to their fellow creatures; ' "THe" friend 
doors was laid open for my reception: 
"the arm whieh had raiſed me from the 
ground, with the fame humane concern 
*fupported my tottering ſteps, and led me 
Ithrough the winding iſles, to a retited 
8 chamber; here the charitable offices of 
N attendant . employed to 


"oP 


*guit eyes again opened to the ght, L 1 - 
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provide whatever might be needful for 
AE <« reſt and refreſhment, - whatever might 
erecall the ſtrength or comfort the affſicc- 
ed ſpirit of a wretched ſtranger. 


I felt the kind effects of his pious care; 


and though: {till anxious and oppreſſed, 
yet relieved from the extremity of lan- 
X © guor, and conſcious of returning ſtrength, 
I requeſted to be conducted to the Re- 
verend Abbot; who in that inſtant pre- 
vented me, and entered, to enquire into 
I © the occaſion of my arrival, and to know 
what further offices might be granted 
X © to a man, whoſe appearance and diſtreſs 
had by this time engaged the attention of 
„ | "nb | 8 * 
the whole fraternity. With the authori- 
ty of a ſuperior, he directed my conduc- 
tor to withdraw, and for a while ſur veyed 


me with a kind yet piercing eye. His 
© aſpect, from which the beams of piety 


and charity ſeemed to break forth in a 


mild and chearing light, commanded re- 
* verence and love. I made the due obey- 
* ſance, and entreated his kind protection 
for a man who had drank deeply of af- 
*fliftion, who ſtood before him a monu- 
ment of the tremendous diſpleaſure of 
y heaven, torn, perhaps for ever, from all i 
* that he held dear, caſt on a foreign ſhore, 


1 without guide, friend, or refuge: yet, 


ſometime, no ſtranger to happier days. 


Son! replied the venerable father, theſe 
TONES" | gates 
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gates are never barred againſt the af - 
* flicted: but far be all pollution from our 
walls! War had been thy occupation : 
but hath that ſword been ever ſtained 
with the blood of a friend! or brother ? 
HHath no great offence odious to religion 


Sor humanity, cut thee off from ſocièty; 


* and diiven thee away a wretched and 


© abandoned wanderer ?' Impatient of ſuſ- 


picion, I fel] upon my knees before him 
Land inſtantly addreſſed my ſelf to ſhrift; 


opened my whole ſoul freely; as in the 


face of heaven, declared my country, 


Go 


5 counted; my late un 
conn heard me with exact atten- 
tion: heſitating and ſtrugghng' with the 
ene be OMe "wv 

* comfort, while the big tear rolled down: 


nor did this mark (of. generous pity diſ- x 


grace his venerable aſpe&t/; although be 


* ghonred-to. conceal it, when he Was io 
urge tlie precepts of fortitude and pati- 


enge. My ſont ſaid he (now reſu 


2 look of caſe and compoſed dignity) 


„Nature obiges us 1d feel, but. Religion 


8 < forbids us: to: repine. 41 "Flat Power iwhich | 
”  - fdeals out misfortund; to ſinful . mortals, 
* wilt; in his own appbinted time, accept of 

their penitence, and wipe away their tears. 
hau art the enemy of my country, but 
thou art a man. This roof ſhall not vet | 
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re ject thee : retire and reſt ſecurely : the 
< duties of my office call me: with tor 
„ morraw's riſing ſun I will reviſit: thee. 
* He departed; and deprived” me of that 
© momentary comfort, which his HP a4 
© yoice inſpired. | 1 
The . now received me, dut not 
to repoſe. My buſy thoughts, tov long 
andhtiga violently agitated to ſubſide intq 
* ſerenity and quiet, revolved the dreadful 
* ſcenes in which I had been juſt now en- 
Igeged: ſametimes were they fixed on the 
© fats of my companions; now, on my 
on danger: and ever and anon diſ- 
frracted me with the recollection of m 
* country, my family, and (O killing tor- 
© meat!) my wife. | But l Was not lon 
permitted to indulge theſe fad reflections. 
A rude kno ckiag at the gates echoed 
through the arched: Ifles, ad rouſed me 
from my gloomy dreams. Suddenly it 
ceaſed. Silence, ſtill more alarming, and 
anxious expectation ſucceeded. I flarted gd 
 *up and graiped my {word as it were in- 
e ſtinctively. I heard the feet of haſte 
approaching my chamber. The door 
opened, and there ſtood before me the 
Frenchman, whoſe life I had that day 
© ſpared | and whom I now recognized ra- 
© ther by his voice, than by the glimmer- 
ing lamp depending from the: cieling. 
4 Mete! found my l 1 (thus did 


* he | 
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" he earneſtly accoſt me, well did I divine 
„that he would find refuge with my reve- 
rend, kinſman: and that. I ſhould ſtill be 


5 able to repay the goodneſs of Lord Wil- 


: liam? ———* Thou knoweſt me, ſaid I, 
* baſtily interrupting him; twice, I think, 
thou ſaidſt, twice [ had preſerved thee. 
All this is ſtrange; and would be unfold- 
ed.“ Recall to mind, replied the 
* Frenchman, that buſy 55 when the 
- gallant Earl of Marche was forced- to 
© yield before the Engliſh bands led by 


5 © Duke Richard and by thee. The impe- 


*tuous Mal-leon, he, whoſe envy of thy 


2. © | ſuperior worth and greatneſs had firit _ 


* prompted: him to. revolt from England, 
he who hated thy name, and ſickened at 
the report of thy valour, loudly defied 
and challenged thee: ye engaged, horſe to 
© horſe, with the furious rage of rivals; and 
* ſoon the ſuperior prowels of Saliſbury ple- 
© yvailed,” I well remember it, ſaid 1; 


+ and when the Count was ſinking to the ED, 
ground, a valiant ſoldier ruthed forward Y 


«© to his reſcue ; and expoſed himſelf to all 
the fury of his victorious enemies 1 
© was that ſoldier, cried he: mine own men 
* ſhrunk cowardly from me, the Engliſh | 
* ſurrounded me, and when their {words 
* were raiſed to deſtroy me; then did Lord 
5 William with difficulty repreſs their vio- 
© lence, and 1 became his Pein '—Here 
DO, J e 
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2 interrupted. him A priſoner ! then 
* were my intentions not duly executed. 
That fidelity and valour which prompt- 


ed the brave ſoldier to defy the terrors f 


death in order to preſerve his friend, de- 
ſetved more reſpect and better: fortune. 
My orders were that he ſhould be freed 
and honourably conducted to his own 
camp without delay or ranſom.” _— 
© Thete orders. were obeyed, ſaid he; 1 
© was freed, I was honourably conducted 
© to my. own camp without delay or ran- 
£ tom: and there did I loudly /proclaim 
£ thy worth. The liſtzning ſoldiers hung 
on me with rapture whilli Ttold the deed: 
< and enemies were taught to revere the 
* magnanimity and generous humanity of 
England and of Saliſbury. O fatal-zeal 
© of gratitude! The Count, Mal-leon 
. $0.4 imperious ſpirit could but ill en: 
dure the pierong wound his honour had 
now received; dicomfited, diſgraced, 
* and doubly conquered, now felt the moſt 
malignant paſhons runkling in his breaſt : 
* tortured by the praiſes of the conqueror, 
he breathed revenge and fury; thundered 
out the ſevereſt and moſt tremendous me- 
© naces. againſt himſelf, the world, but 
© above all againſt Lord William. O! 
© would to heaven that this extravagance 
af rage and malice had even now ſub- 
4 : ded ! of Here the go od Frenchman ſeem- 


| ed 


"nj 


e * GS WOR ”Y 
t ed in no ſmall emotion; raiſed, as I then 


55 * conceived, by the ardour of gratitude 


and indignation at the nngenerous con- 


| * duct of his countryman; '| F endeayoured 


_* ſeorn:.:: 


q half thy. danger: In this iſlang on which 


t ſolute command. 


to divert him to ſome other ſübject, by 
FD. „ diſcovering: an unwillingneſs of hearih 


* my own commendations, and by ſpeaking 
£ of the malice of my enemy with ſlight and 
Alas, ſaid he, thou knoweft not 


thou bad been caſt naked and defenceleſs, 
7 Count \Savoure de Mal-leon bears an ab- 
If he ſhould diſtoyer 
* thee (which heaven forbid ) What fortu- 
mate event could ſave ' thy life? of ik 
ſpared, what ranſom could purchaſe thy | 


- *liberty-?: Jam indeed His officer, but all 


my cares and ſervices muſt be devoted : | 


* my.preſerver. Thy remaining friends 


+ A warn thee of thy danger. 


habe ſoen diſpoſed, with ſuch advantage 
* as their preſent ſtate allows. Their ran- 
<form ſhall be my work; but O, my heart 

6 bleeds for their noble leader! * ale this 


oof filent hour, when darkneſs: might'conceal | 


me from the eye of fuſpicion, to come 
Let theſe 


* hoſv Walls til! Conde! thee : not dare to 


brave the arm of revenge. and malice., 


Ef A „means of ſpecdily 


1 muſt retite: thy friends ſhall be my, 


care: and may heaven direct me to ſome | 
removing thee. from, 


* this accurſed Place! 14 NN the hand of 
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the generous Les Roches, and attemptetl 


to expreſs my acknowledgment of his 
humane and noble friendſhip: but he 
© haſtily broke from me with a tender and 


affecting prayer for my preſervation; and 
left me WOO? er and perplexity. 


SY CT. III. 


HE lingering hours of night at 
length paſſed away, and the Matin- 


| : bell ſummoned the reverend fraternity to 
< theic early devotions. Their ptous cares 


© for me were now -renewed, their char - 


table offices repeated, to oblige and com- 


© fort me. The hoary Abbot returned to 
cher -me with his prefence, and his 
ghoſtiy counſel. I was witneſs of the 
© comforts of religion and tranquility. 
Happineſs ſeemed to me the native reſi- 
< dent of the cloiſter; and my repining 


heart murmured againſt- heaven that had 
marked me out for the ſtorm and turbu- 
lence of life. Another day was ſpent - 
and another night paſſed away more-tran - 


< quil and refreſhing : and roſe with my 
© thoughts fixed on the kind Les Roches, 


and in anxious impatience for his return. 


The day advanced, but my friend ſtill 


„delayed his coming. At length the cha- 


* ritable Abbot appeared, not with a front 
Vor, I. 9 5 of 


_= wa rw te em. thee. N = „ —— MN bs - 
ng d 1 Ay ws — a ro tt es > 
— — COTE _ — Is Pr —— — * at 
— — 22 92 8 4 - * — 7 4 
9 — — 2.5 8 — 2 = — 2 
- a ; — 2 runs #2 n — —— 
2 a > - 5 + 0 — — - Y 
Wet” = 
_ . - : - 
Y 


7 Wigs. Ln 
— — — 
8 L 


5 w— 
2 


— 


— an be * 2 
— . — 
* SAans <5 * 


Las” LONGSWORD, 


© of placid ſerenity, but gloomy and con- 


© tracted, full of anxiety and grief, which 
© like the infectious blaſt that at once de- 


© ſtroys the fruits of nature, filled my ſoul 


inſtantly with 1 knew not what dread- 
ful and ominous preſage. Unitappy 


© ſon! ſaid he; Mal-leon has diſcovered, 
© if not the place of thy concealment, at 
aft that thou art concealed in hs 


© iſland: thanks to the indiſcretion of ſome 


of thy countrymen which diſcloſed the 


name of their commander. His jea- 


© louly points to Les Roches as the author 


- * of thy eſcape ; vengeance is denounced 
© againſt him; and tins . moment the good 


Les Roches lies in the damp dungeon.” 


For me! ſaid I: And is charity lo 4 great 
a crime? Is tyranny ſuffered to rage 
© thus without controul in France? For 
me doth my kind preſerver endure the 
With a look in 
© which affection and authority were united, 
© the father here repreſſed my emotion. 
© Son ſaid he, the time calis for calm and 
determined meaſures. In this place thou 


< pains of captivity ?” 


* can't not longer abide. Thy coming 
© was not ſecret, and ſhould it reach Mal- 


leon, alas, | ſear the impetuoſity of that 


© proud Count might drive him to violate 
© the ſacred privileges of our houſe. Les 


1 Roches, though now unable to aſſiſt thee, 
16 yl anxious fil] tor thy preſervation. 


I. 


5 
3 
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* their protection Our prayers' 
© pity ſtopped his voice; and filled his eyes 
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The peaſant ſent by him to inform me of 


thy dangers waits to conduct thee faith- 
fully to the veſſel prepared to convey 
8 a to Rochelle. Thither thy ranſomed 
<£ flends have already directed their courſe, 
and from thence ſome fortunate event 
may conduct thee to thy native country. 
0 Tarry here, until the ſhades of night may 
conceal thy departure. Then iſſue forth: 
and may all good angels hold thee in 
-Here 


with tears; whilſt I in broken accents la- 


* boured to expreſs my ſenſe of his good 


© neſs, my pity for the kind and injured 


Tes Roches, and my mdignation at the 
3 © baſenels of Mal-leon. He taw my paſſi- 


* onate diſorder ; he entreated, he exorted, 
© and he reproved; till perceiving by my | 
© wandering and inattention, that my 
mind was too buſily engaged to admit his 
: „ ſpiritual counſels, he retired and abandon- 
ed me to my own refl=Ctions; and theſe 
were entirely confined to the misfortunes 
«© of the generous and kind Les Roches. 


* accuſed myteif as the ſole author of his 


fufferings; and abhorred the mean deſign 
*of flying, when had involved my friend 
* in danger. What can the malice of 


* Mal-leon inflict on me (it wasithus I rea- 
_ © toned; if to purchaſe the liberty of my 
| * Irefign my ſelf into his power? 


C4 e 


2 
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To kill me — That were unmtural. 


The man Lnever. injured cannot ptoeed 
to ſuchan extravagance of calm unpro- 
voked icruelty. Or if he could, my 
* country could not long be unacquainted 
* with my fate; and would (he'-muft be 
well aſſured) diſcharge: all its 'vengeance 
© on: my deſtroyer. And thal} the fear of 
5 © bearing the inſult anditriumph of my ſri- 
“val in arms, thall:the-tedioutnefs.of capti- 
* vity-or the ſeverities of a priſon, :driverme 


from the man who-ſuffers. for his goet- 
© neſs towards me? Shall I ſacrifice his 


freedom, perhaps bis life, only to baſten 


© my return to England The thought 


6 peared odious and diſhonourdble. I 


* inftantly- formed the :daring reſolutivn of 


© purchaling the freedom of Les Roches, 


"of by delivering my ſelf into the hands of my 


* enemy ; and ſpent the remaining Hours 
of day in that ſatisfaction and com piacen- 
cy which ariſe from the flattering; ideas 
of felf-applauſe.  'The - fun declined ; 


| chars gradually prevailed,” and at 


length brought on the hour of my de par- 


ture. And now, firmly and obſtinately 


fettled in my dangerous purpoſe, I re- 

© ceived the benediction of there verend Ab- 
© bot, with a countenance of fixed ſereni- 
6: ty, which he, good man, commended, 


2 an indication of my reliance upon hea- 


< Fen. Touched with his * 1 could 
- Not 


Foo ER ne INS. 


Shim gphkd!; but this had nw effect. 
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not ſuppreſs the tears that: ſtarted: from 
© meandinterrupted my grateful acknow- 
* ledgements! of his. charitable care, and 
„his, gealous prayers for my protection. 


'$ „Our hands were claſped in each other; 


our eyes rather than our tongues. ſpoke 
the emotions of our breatts, until the fa- 


ther, who firſt made the <Avrt: to repreſs 


his patlion, urgechtiie neceiity of my de- 
X * Paiture”: and while he ardently com- 
* mended! me to every holy: ſaint, I iſſued 


» furt undder the: direction, at the peaſant ; 


my conductor. 


6 knad not departed; many paces FLY 


©the-\bbey;when auldteſſing myſelf to the 


© puidb;, wath a: voice: which: beſpoke a de- 


$-liberate-anddetermined:refolution, com- 
e manded him to conduct me to the pri- 


tom where: Les Roches lay, confined. The 

© poor! man, who was no ſtranger to my 
quality or to my hazardous ſituation, 
— the utmoſt; horror and aſtoniſnu- 


ment; and in language rude and unre- 
*fined,. yet ſuch asdenotedian honeſt and a 


© tender afftction, attempted to remonſtrate 

* againſt ſuch z perilous: deſign: Vſhewed - 
T'then 
drew my (word; and: threatened! him wit 
the utmoſt ſeverity of vengeance, unleſs 
©he inſtantlyobeyed my command. Terror 
ſeem d to have æ greater: influence than 


* entreaties:or promites. Hz: changed his 


O's courſe, 
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courſe and called on me to follow. Thus | 
directed, I eagerly took the path which 
I {uppoied would lead me to my friend; 
filled with the high thoughis of obtaining 
his freedom by a free reſignation of my 
* own. But after long in ae the gloomy 
* and tedious wav, I found too late that 
* either fear and daiknefs had mifled my 
conductor, or that he had purpoſely de- 
* ceived my expectations; for when tte 
dan began to appear, we found ourſelves. 
£ ſuddenly prevented from all further pro- 
- * greſs by a deep and rapid current. The 
_ * peaſant trembled: but I had no power 
 * (however irritated) to puniſh his error, 
Lor his miſtaken tenderneſs. Exhauſted as 
I was, with fatigue and inward agitation, 
© my arm with difficulty took the caſque 
from my. forehead. ' I dipped it in the 
* ſtream, and drank deeply then reſigning 
my feeble limbs to the dark ground, in- 
( ſenſible of all danger, and indifferent to 
* my. fate, I ſunk into a profound ſleep, 
nor did I awake till the meridian fun 
| *flaſhed upon me with it's beams and 
* rouſed me by the full force of their heat 
£. and: brightneſs. I called on the peaſant; 
but he had deſerted me. I. aroſe, and 
£ wandered flowly along the banks of the 
river, without purpoſe or direction: and 
s ſo freely did I indulge the wandering of 
-+ of my thoughts, ſo far was J loſt to recol - 

2193 5 lection, 


— 
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F | © leAion, that I never once perceived the 

l ſound of approaching feet, till I was en- 

. compaſſed by fix armed men, who proved, 

E as I at once ſuppoſed, the guards of Count 
Mal-lcon.— Bat, my friend, why ſhould 

; * | abuſe thy indulgence, by this minute 

b 4 Waning, ? Night ſteals faſt from us. Let 

; me not forget what thy age demands.“ 

. C No, replied Randolph, think not of me; 

\ my fouls all attentfon to the misfor tunes 

. | "of my leader, Haſte and give to my 

. impatience the ſtory of thy deliverance, 

- -< that I too, in my turn, may relate the 

p things which demand thy ſerious ear. 

The Earl on 51 . 

5 

: SECT. I 

y THE ſoldiers Re my name, my 

1 1 - purpoſe, and deſtination: and as 1 

) + bad long ſince reſigned all hopes of 

o eſcape, 1 diſcovered myſelf without re- 

1 - ſerve or difficulty. Two of them were 
5 ; " Inſtantly diſmiſſed with a nod, and de- 
2 parted with the moſt precipitate ſpeed. 
3 10 Whilſt the remaining number, with that 

1 * courteſy and reſpect, which beſpoke them 

1 the brave and generous ſons of honourable. 

1 war, conducted me to a cottage that lag 

f © at ſome ſmall diſtance, faſt by the mart?ꝰ 


n 8 the current. He Was I treate BED | 


7. 
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„not with imperious inſolenee, the effect 
* of: baſe! and diſhonourable enmity, but 
© with-all humane and kind regards due to 


me to attempt ſome: conference with my 


no reluctance to gratify their priſoner. 
From them | learned that my guide had 


£ © lay within one hour's diſtance from 
the caſtle of their Lord. I earneſtly en- 
uired after the fate of Les Roches, and 
5 heard with a mixture of joy, and vexa - 
tion at my on precipitate conduct, that 
*.on the preceding night, he had been re- 
1 kafed from his captivity, When I ex- 
* preſſed my ſurprize and | atisfaQion at this 
* event, I was: told that immediately after 
* that the ſurviving Engliſhmen had been 
+:ranſfomed by the: bounty of Les Raches, 
and: ſufſered; athisinterceflion; to depart, 


that the Lord: of \Satiffary., their leader, 


0 diſtreſs as vain and ſctitious ; and expreſ- 
* ſed: ſtrong apprehenſions of æ conſpiracy 


« 1 of frage, he: W 


„brave unfortunate. This encouraged 


4 Wer who on their part, diſcovered 


© zeally miſtaken the way, and that I now 


. * 
TOY th 1 1 a a FF Y ah. -@. © @ 55 


* Comet Savours: had received information 
that one of them had raſhly diſeovered, 


as: ſtill in 1 Ile of Rhe1 This inſtantly „ 


£ indled:up a flame of paſſion in his breaſt. 
He acta to regard the tale of their 


15 formed; by his enemies in concert with his | 
+ officerito-ſtize the-ifland; In this ſudden 


* 
5 F * * 
4 4 py a 
des 8 
* 
, 
© 
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© edi Les Roches to priſon, and ordered a 
Hrick guard to wately round the coaſt. 
\. The Frenchman, conſcious of his own in- 

* nocence, exclamed{ loudly. againſt the ſe- 

« verity; of his commander; mentioned the 

*-inconfiderabie- number of the Engliſnhmen 
that had appra red, and enlarged on the 


„ Unteaſonabla nature of the Count's ſul> 


© picions. He demanded to knew, if any 
man had: dared to accuſe; him ; if he had 
am accuter,, he deſied himito the liſts, aud 
* offered» to prove his. fal ſehoodlanel his on 
© loyalty iningle combat: Vet with-what 
* reſerve ſoever theſe ſoldiers ſpoke of their 
commander, I learnt: clearly that his re- 
monſtrances had nut ſo great an effect ot 
_ «Count: Savours;; as the power and: influ- 
© ence: of Les Roches, who the he fought _ 
um ler his command, had himſelf a. nu- 
merous and formidable body of feudatony 
vaſſala, that attended him in arms, and 
ere attached to their Chief with am ar- 
© dent am invariable affection; It appear- 
Ted plainly, that fear (ten cruel natures 
dare moſt acceſhble to fear) had ie tenmined 
tte imperious Count to feleaſe my friend, 
© whemthe firſt ſudden paſion of rage had 
© ſomewhat: abated; and no appearance of 
danger had been diſcovered:. My: guards 
informed mg ſtill farther, that on tins very 
„morning, Mal leom had repented off his 
| Eros and that: Ny, were 
o 
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| in awakened, as he had received in- 
tion that on that part of the ſhore 
looks towards the main land of 
„another veſſel had ben diſcover- 
ring about the iſland, with an ap- 
ee e which fully warranted ſuſpicion, 
readily concluded that this was no other 
* than the veſſel on Which my ranſomed 
friends had embarked, and which ſtill lay 
* off the ſhore in hopes of receiving me. 
But without diſcovering this, | contented 
myſelf with earneſtly diſavowing, in ge- 
+ neral, all intentions of an hoſtile nature; 
© nor ceuld 1 ſpeak of the mean fears and 
inſolent ſeverity of Mal- leon but with a 
* warm and paſſionate indignation. But 
chere our conference was interrupted by the 
Farrival of another body, who came, as 
they ſaid, to take charge of me, and diſ- 
«miſled the others from their attendance. 
Ino expected to be led in triumph to 
© the preſence of my enemy, but ſoon 
learned that | was to continue ſor ſome: 
time in my preſent; ſituation. At this F 
© ventured to expreſs: ſome ſurpriſe. * But 
© the looks and words of ſullen gloom and 
— © moroſeneſs which theſe my new: guards. 
* aſſumed, obliged me to ſuppreſs all far- 
ther enquiries. I ſubmitted patiently to 
my fate. I was diſarmed and confined 
in the cottage under the cate of two ſol- 
7M 200008 who e to ANY the party, 


< the reſt of which they had diſpoſed at 
| 2 ſome diſtance, in different ſituations, to 


_ + reſcue. 


left to my repoſe: but what repoſe re- 
* mained for a wretch toſſed about thro' all 
; the viciſſitudes of danger, toil, and diſ- 


« tune? A thouſand thoughts and a thou- 
" * my diftracted breaſt... | threw myſelf 


_< wretch, inceſſantly changing, in fruit- _ 
6 leſs Linc of eaſe. | Nature feemed to 


my affrighted ears: the loud ſtorm and 
(the roaring torrent broke in upon the 

fſilence of night, and made darknefs 

daubly dreadful. How did I then accuſe 
the ſlow. and indolent advances. of time, 
that tortured me with cruel delay? Of. | 
© tentimes. did I endeavour to compoſe 
+ my- troubled thoughts; and as often did 
the terrors of the night awaken my dif- 
* trations. Watchful and diſordered as 1 
' 4 was, my ſoul was ſoon tortufed with a 


„dead midnight hour: on that ſide where 
my chamber looked down upon the 
out 200 ven: 1 ene heard my two 
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watch all A e that might threaten - 


: Night advanced. upon: us, and 1 was 


treſs, by the capricious cruelty of for- 
© ſand. paſſions encountered each other in 


«upon: my hard and homely. couch; ſand 
* ſtarted up by turns; like the feveriſh 


* lour upon me, and to thunder terror into 


„new and terrible alarm. It was now the 


MOOS 
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1 
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„ guards in dreadful conference, encourag- 
© ing: each; other to the: horrid | purpoſe! of 


murder. lt is now, ſaid one, the very 


: moment of execution; he ſleeps: take 
you this dagger, and let us enter: when 
© wethave diſpatched this Engliſhman, my 
© orders are to plunge his body in the river, 
© that it may be thought he has eſcaped; 
< obſerve me well: and be aſſured of the 
* favour of our Count. The dagger is the 
aſt reſoutce. No-blood if poilible : our 


2 firſt; attempt muſt be by ſtrangling.“ 


© —Azccurſe&wretch! cried Randolph, 
with a ſudden and violent interruption': A 
© what was. the: crime of Sahſbury? Is ſu- 
© perior worth fo odious and wenn Eat ? 
Cam envy; prove fo. bloody?! Often- 
times, ſaid Lord M illiam, have I ſeen 


death loading the fields of war with fright- 


fuhcarnage: and never did my ſoul ſhrink 


2 at his approach; but now when he ap- 


peared in the form of a calm and delibe- 


rate aſſaſſin, lat once: loft all firmneſs. 
he cold dew. iſſued from every pote; I 
©commended:; myſelf to heaven; and lay 
entranced in diſmay. A hideousinterval 
ol ſuſpence {::eceeded;; for the murderers 
had not yet appeared. Fhe torture of 


this de lay was e ven worſe than death. To 


this J had reſign d myſelf, or even wiſhed 


to receive t Still U lay in ſtupid expec- - 


Land 
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and ſtill their horrid deed was ſuſpended. 
 *,> ſudden and violent tumult recalled my 
dying ſenſes, the noiſe grew nearer and 
* louder. I ſtarted} at the claſh-of arms: 
*1 heard a groan. The crowd. pieſt in 
vupon me, and I ſaw Ees Roches m) kind 
« preſerver, his eyes darting rage, and his 
weapon teeking with fluughter. There 
* lies: the wretch;, faid he, who dared: to 
© lift his ſword! againſt my; approach.” 1 
* threw my ſelf into his bloody arms; in a 
eee ems extafy of joy and gratitude, 


© we 


rand juſt found breath- to exclaim, Gra- 


„cious powers! am E then reſeued from 
* the baſe murderer's arm ?* * Murder! cried 
„es Roches; for this horrid purpoſe then 

wWer't thou detained here! But it is well: 
there wanted but this to confirm thoſe 
brave (pirits, who feel and will revenge 
our wrongs. No priſoner now! No con- 

_cealed/ fugitive} Lord William ſhall con- 
front his enemy; and take his free 

courſe, undaunted and uncontrouled in 

© che air face of day; and ſcorn; the/malice. 
of this infarious Count. But haſte 

Hand let us join our friends ; 

, „ obeyed! the joyful ſummons; "I 
firſt ſearched for my armour, whieh the 
guards, whoſe power was now expired, 

had t ken from me. The attendants 9 

„Les Roches bueckled on my Harneſs, and 


5 50 onde more * W I iſſued 
=. _- ”". 
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© forth as if reſtored from the grave, ac> 
6. © companied by Les Roches and his com- 
*-panions,; leading away my guards whom 
s E they had overpowered. And fcarcely had 
th we meaſured. our the diſtance of an ar- 
row's flight, when we deſcried a gallant 
* troop Marching towards us, Who raiſed a 
5 ſhout of triumph at our approach, and 
received us with the joy of brethren and 
f aſſociates. Lexprefſed my ſurpriſe, but 
as ſoon taught the reaſon of this appear 
© ance, and the cauſe of my ſurpriſing 
e of fortune. I now learned that 
0 Mal-leon, like the unſkilfu} ſoldier who 
« SPP the force of his own ill ditected blow 
+ is oftentimes tumbled to the ground, was. 
0 I defeated in the purpoſes of his malice, by 
* the blind and furious. impetuoſity of that 
very malice. In his firit rage of diſap- 
* woinged revenge, he had injared and in- 
« ſalted a brave chief; who had ranged 
his numerous adherents under the banners 
of this proud Count, and given, their 
- $ {words to ſupport his power. The lgentle 
manners of Les Roches had ever com- 
* manded the afſection of his adherents, 
and now, when they ſaw their chief thruſt 
into the vile dungeon, in contempt of all 
„ his former ſervices ;, and for no crime, 
but the ſuſpicion of having ſpared an 
* helpleſs wanderer, their mutiny, like the 
+ noile of diſtant. nden, tho not violent, 
x | 15 Was 


= 


— 
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„was yet terrible; and. ſtruck the ear with 


a the threatnings of an approaching ſtorm. 
Mal-leon quickly perceived the danger, 


and endeavoured to correct his haſty error, 


0 by releaſing Les Roches from his capti- 
* vity. But little did this ungracious con- 
deſcenſion allay the ſerment of his vaſſals, 
little did their chief regard this extorted 
< at of juſtice, as the reparation due to his 
«injured honour, and little did it allay the 
© ardor of his affe ction and ſollicitude for 
_ * the man he now called his friend. It was. 
© his firſt care to employ the liberty he had 
© regained, in my protection; and with a. . 
few choſen followers he inſtantly haſtened 
to the ſhore whither he had directed the 
faithful peaſant to- conduct me. But 
« Saliſbury was not to be found. Let ſtill 


d 4 flattered with the hopes that my ſpeed had 


pre vented him, and that I had already 

* embarqued,; he. returned with his ates 
« dants, to whom he diſtinctly related our 
* fiſt encounter im the iſland, and his cares. 
to defend me from the malice of my rival. 
Sthey were taught to love me, to pity my 
7 fortunes, and to rejoice in my ſuppoſed 
« eſcape. : The infection ſpread among 


3 * 
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8 their aſſociates. I became the general ob⸗ : 


« ject of their diſcourſe; when ſuddenly, 
+ the; peaſant who had fled; from me in 
<.wild-affiight, to inform his maſter of my 
* ſituation, arrived * cen 2 — 
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„that, amidſt all my dangers, 1 had ob. 


*natvly; re ſolved not to abandon my friend, 

hut to ſhare his fortune; 1n;detpite'of all 
the power and cruelty of: Mal-len. 
«Searcely had! hie informed them of his 


gw error, and the place wiiete he had 
_*left> me, when the news arrived of my 


being {-intd, and de tainediunnl the Count 
«+ might de clare hisplcaſure. Not the flaſti- 


*:\ngibghtemng when ithas broken in upon 
a ſoreſt of our tiately- oaks, ever raiſed a 


„more ſudden and violcut conflagration, 
than theſe accounts kindled'in the minds 


of thei Brave! ſoldiers of Les Roches. It 
Wasa ohe refbived for ever to abandon. 


*he-Ervice of a tyrannical and revengefyl 
ord, and to-reteue' me from bis oppreſ- 


. avs power. But their Chief wiſely la- 


Boured te temper and allay the vio- 


v ſence whichithreatened to:defeatrits own. 1 
purpoſe. By his perſuafion-it was deter- 


*mined> w ab with ſecrecy and caution :. 
% wait until daiknets might concealtheir 
„ motions; and to ehuſe tile dead Hour of 


© midnight, to fur priſe my guards, and to 
© tnateh- me from the cruel malice of my 


enemy. Eternal geodneſs ! that ditected 


«their hearts, and guided their ſteps, be 
Ewitnefs for me, with what gratitude J re- 


* ceivedꝰ my. miraculous prelervation No 


longer the helpleis vicum of fell revenge, 
"oy 1 W under tlie ruthlels 
arm 


— 
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darm of a ruffian, I felt my affückions no 
more: they vaniſhed: like a frightful 
« dream, which: the chearful beams of 
morning had diſſipated. And I now ap- 

peared as indeed a ſoldier, eneompaſſed 
by a hardy band, in the gay trim of war, 
* to whichthe- riſing light gave new luſtre: 
ſtill farther irritated by the black deſign 
©of murder; loudly encouraging me to 
rely on their proteQion, and to bid defi- 
Lance to the ungenerous cruel Count. 
Nor wis this confidence flightly founded; 
for Llearnt that by their revolt Mal-leon 
mas deprived; of a force, wich fully 

* equalled all: that nag ge eg boos 
< command. 
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H: EY. now ts on, public - 
© 'Þ. ly: difclaiming all obedience but 
to their chief Les Roches; not as intend- 
Ling hoſtilities, but determined to retire 
* from the: iſland; and to demonſtrate 
Ich ſincerity of their declarations, the 
© guards: lately overpowered” were already 

I freed and courteouſly diſmiſſed; nor was 
deen the ſurviving ruffian detained. Count 
© Savoure could not look with unconcern 
Dat ſb alarming a defection in his troops. 
*Albtis * force nn col- 


2 Eeted, 


: 5 1 
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* l-ed, and ſoon were we confronted by 
a conſiderable body led by the proud 

* Count, that ſtopped our farther progreſs : 
and while. each party drew up in formi + 
+ dable.ariay, each was pofſeſſed with anx- 
Siet) and + expeQation.' On our Tide; a. 


firm _reſ>Jution- to ſupport our purpoſe to 
tze laſt, was unalterably fixed in every 
_ heart, yet with humane concern and ge- 
._ - nerobs reluctance againſt ſhedding the 
Iblood of countrymen, endeared by natu- 
_ *ralafi ction, and a lung focial intercourſe. 
£ The-littie. armies ſtood for a while in a 
+ Rate of ſullen inaction louring upon each 
£ Other ;: a delay which, ſeemed to declare 
that neither preſumed on any. ſuperiority,. 
*and that both expected, and deſired a 
_ *parly. This was at length propoſed by 
* my friend, and readily accepted. 
The commanders. on each fide ad- 
* yanced with''a few attendants: and firſt 
Mal- leon proudly demanded. the feaſon 
Jof this appearance of difloyalty and hoſ- 
tility. Les Roches repelled his accuſa- 
tion by recounting the injuries that had 
been offered to his honour and indepen-—-ꝛ 
dance gurged the ungrateful returns made 
*to his free and faithful tervices, by a vile 
= unprovoked impiiſonment, and declared 
that his ſole purpoſe was to withdraw his 
arms from a Lord, who had loaded him 
with wrongs and diſgrace. . To this the 
. PE Count 
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Count replied, that the preſent appear- 
* ance diſcovered clearly the neceſſity and 
« the juſtice of his late conduct: that it 
now plainly appeared that Les Roches. | 
© had united with his enemy an the enemy 
* of his country, to tear the iſland from 
him; and that far from having oppreſſed 
Lot injured him, nothing but his own 
* miſtaken lenity had enabled a falſe 


: f Frenchman. to proceed in this. traiterous 
+ deſign, For this had he reſcued from 
| > his the man who bad baſely ſtolen upon 


his territory, to corrupt his dependants, 
* aud to arm them againſt their Lord for 


this he had miirdered his 8 who. 


* gallantly oppoſed his unjuſt attempt; and 
for this he now ftood in arms, ready to 
+ ſacrifice his kinſmen and countrymen, to 
the treacherous purpoſe of an Engliſh» 
6 man, who did not dare to meet him 


4 bravely: in the Held, but laboured to de- 
* ſhoy him by the ſecret practices of fraud 
and circumvention. - - 


To this, my friend anbreced ot a 
* generqus warmth, That as my ſoul was 
* incapable of a baſe deſign, ſo my manner 
of coming into the ifland plainly removed 
Fall ſuſpicions of any attempt againſt his 
government: that, caſt as l was upon his 
© ſhore, helpleſs and unattended by any 
q numbers that could create the leaſt fear, 


” Nos endeavours had ſolely denen 
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country: that "all his own offence had 
© been an endeavour, tho”: fruitleſs; to fa- 
5*-vqur:the. fccret retreat; of a noble enemy 
ta whom he owed lis life and Üüberty: 
nor cnuldi he repetit of his · gratefuk efforts, 
hen not ranſom was to be accepted no 
« *eaptivity'or reſtraint was deemed: ſuffiei- 
ently; ſdvete, for ai noble, generous; and 


biz to: ſhed his blood, | andiin the dead 
mdf night:dared! tw i the murderous 


„dungen against his W We 
pechngainnocener. | 


-- SSutmecton,.. grief pre indig nation“ now 


* temdants: off Mal-Jeon; the ſame impreſ- 


| * ſions; together withithe:ſtory: of: intended 


murder, quickly reached: their aſſdciates 
bund ſpread contagiouſiy thro their linos. 


revenge, and diſappointmentꝭ turned the 

* afpe& of Count Savoure to ghaſtiy pale. 
Fetz dreading the effects ofithis diſcovery, 
*** {oon.endeavoured,. to aſſume a look of 
compoſure. and: conſcious integrity; ex- 


| —Sbelaimed loudly, againſt the infamous con- 


6itrivance: to: deſtroy his honour, and ve- 
+ſuchas were: fully warranted: by! the laws 


bor 17cm am W whole 


<. elade: his: ſearch; and: to regain my native 


« unhappy Lord; when therutftlan had been 


* raiſer; azeanfaſegd: mur mut among tlie at- 


„While the  angunh of confuſion, flame, 


Themen ly difavowed all intentions, but 


Soß kkonourable wat. This declaration 


ic honaſt | 
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honeſt hearts could not without regret be- 
„ lieve their general guilty of ſo black can 
attempt: he Wwarmly repeated 418 ro- 
feſſions of innocence; and called ſor the 
, ſoldier ſaid to be accomplice: to mimin 
©.whoſe breaft Les Roches had: plinged his 

*.ſword. [The ſteady villain now Rood 
forth, and affurned-fuch a countenanceas 
deffectually coneealed his falſehoodtfrum 
© every human eye. In the face of both 
« the armies, falling upon his knees and 
. lifting his eyes towards heaven, he called 
on every faint to bear witneſscto his inno- 
cence, and with horrid ünmptecations of 
_ © the divine wrath, declared, that the only 
borders of his Lord had been to treat their 
priſoner with reſpect and care befii ting an 
„ illuſtrious foldier. The conſtancy — 
* the fair appearance of ingenuous ſincerity 
vVhich accompanied theſe ſolemn teclam- 
tions, failed: not of their deſired effect: the 
troops of Count Mal- leon were fired with 
indignation, and joy ed to find that their 
8 commander had not acted unwurthy of 
his ow] and of his country's honout; they 
expreſſed a violent and tumultuous rage 
© againſt the author of this ſuppoſed calum- 
„ny; whilſt the adherents of the good 
N Les Roches were confounded and abaſed. 
Their eyes were turned upon me, with 
© ſuſpicion and cold diiiruſt; the boldeſt 
: og them ventured to: break. out into 


*rude 


; 1 
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rude invectives, and to propoſe that 1 
«ſhould be inſtantly delivered up into the 
s hands of their brave country man, whom 
1 had fo bately abuſed by my horrid i im- 
| * putations. My «enemy exulted; 
friend, tho' ſtill amply ſatisfied of my 
truth and honeur, was perlexed and 
© orieved ; and the fate of Salifbury ſeemed 
to depe nd on a ſingle morn nt of tumult 
and confuſion ; when with' an effort of 
* deſperate reſolution 1 ſtepped forth; and 
* both parties hung upon me with looks-of 
mute ſuſpence and expectation, I recoun 
< ted plainly and clearly all my adventures, 
* ance fortune had driven me to this unkind 
ſnore; my departure from the Abbey, 
with a full intention of reſigning myſelf 
into the power of the Count, in order to 
« prefterve my friend: my being ſeized by 
« the guards, and detained on the ſpot 
© where they had found me, inſtead of be- 
ing conducted to p:iſon, or to the pre- 
4 © ſence of Mab-leon; a Grcumſtäftoc füll of 


| 2 _ * ſuſpicion! 1 d-feribed- that dreadful night 


in all it's horrors, when I had been ſo 
vonder fully delivered fiom inſtant death. 
and if any doubts remained of my truth 
and fincerity, I offered to make my fo- 
© lemn appeal to heaven. There! ſaid I, 
* cafung down my gage, I am ready to. 
prove upon that recreant Lord his vile 
5 0 and to aſſert my own inno- 
© CeNCE, 
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cence, and werte in ſiasle com- 
I 
Thou haſt Cd two atlas dands clot - 
ing with each other; and for a while 
maintaining the conflict in terrible fuſ- 
© pence, preſſed and receding, recovering 
and preiling, by tu:ns, until one mighty 
effoſt determines the fortune of the day, 
and the whole tumultuous rout of van- 
« quiihed and victors, pour along the plain. 
Such had been the war of paſſions in theſe 


two patties, and ſuch was now the force 


with wich bath were hurried away My 8 


bold challenge was received with an umi: 


. © yzrta} acclamation by men too zealous 
votaties of warlike glory and honour, to 
deſire, that baſeneſs and falſehood ſhould. 
be ſupported or concealed. Shame for- 
bad the Count to decline this hardy trial, 
and tho' appalled by conſcious guilt, he 
© accepted my defiance. Les Roches, whoſe 
< fri-ndly cares never were diverted from 
© me, demanded an interval of two days 
* toreſtore my harraſſed mind and body to 
their native vigour, and to prepare me 
for the encounter. This could not be te- 
© fuſed: the time, the place, and ever 
previous circumũance was ſoon ad zue 
£ as the laws of arms require; and each 


* party drew off in lilent expeRtation 2 the” We 
event. 2 


=, 


* 
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On the ifecond: morning, as :I:tevolved 


my late dangers, and indulged the pleaſ- 


ing thoughts of my fate being ſoon to 
be decided by the fair and honourable 
chance of arms, an oſſicer from Count 


| Mal- leon appeared before the place of my 


reſidence and demanded admiſſion to 
Lord Saliſbury. I received him accom- 
panied by my friend. Count Savoure, 
ſaid he, thirſts not for thy blood. {It 
hathtbeen thy deſire to depart this iſland 


in peace: he commands me to acquaint 


< thee that a barque is prepared, and that 
thou may eſt, unoppoſed and unmoleſted, 
t ſeek thy native land: he wiſhes not to 
detain thee, nor regards the honour of 


© vanquiſhing Lord William as the leaſt 


c acceiſion to his renown. My eyes darted 
< fiery indignation upon this meſſenger of 


abject fear. I defy his power, faid 


4, and ſcorn his friendſhip. I flay net 


here by his permiſſion, and without his 
permiſſion will L depart. Thinks he:that 


an Engliſh Lord will (fully bis fair fame, 
and mean feal away from honourable 
< danger? Bear back my defiance to the 


„man who- ſhould entertain ſo baſe a 


„thought. Tell him I ſhall here wait, and 


ait with impatietice for the“ daw ning of 


©to-morrow:* The officer departed: my 


friend embraced me with tears of joy, 


| © whilit ! felt my heart chearful and dilated; . 


8 and 


\ 


- 
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and from this overture derived an happy f 
preſage of victory. _ „ 


x 


The morning of combat now appeared, 


nor did I wait the ſummons of my friends, 
a but impatient for the great deciſion, I 


prevented their officious care and ſtood 
before them in arms, demanding to be 


conducted to the liſts. Theſe were pre- 


* pared. with every, accuſtomed: proviſion 
© and defence againſt fraud or treachery. _ 
And while I entered on one fide attended 

by Les Roches and his choſen compani- 
ons, Count ' Savoure appeared with an 
equal number of attendants on the other, 
« darting looks of deadly: hate, rather than 
© of manly: valour. . We advanced towards 
each other, not with the courteſy of ho- 
« nourable rivals, but ſullen and indignant, 
0 filent and diſdainful. A Qu . aſſiſtants ha v- 


ing fuſt exacted the uſual oaths, in which 


we diſclaimed all unlaw ful methods of 


defence, all fraudulent or magical re- 


* ſources, ſeparated us from. each other, | 
and pointed out our juſt ſtations. Hefe, 
* while, our horſes pawed the ground, im- 


* patient to ſtart forward, we waited the 


* ſignal of the trumpets :. when ſuddenly 
our attendants burſt into the middle {pace, 
* and called upon us to diſmount, We 
* obeyed; and as I advanced towards the 

* crowd of knights and ſquires, I ſoon diſ- 

* covered my dear and teverend frien the 
Ne. 1. SE + Ren Wo 
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© Abbot, directing and commanding them 
with a paternal authority. Two were 
ordered to take charge of our horſes and 
Gr weapons, whilſt the father approach- 
ed and invited us to a private conference. 
Lord Mal-leon,' ſaid he, hear me, and 
<tremble at thy pre ſumption: tempt not 
* the wrath of heaven, by expoſing thyſelf 
to the hazard of arms in a cauſe which 
thou knoweſt is unjuſt. And do thou, 
Lord Willam, remember, that thou art 
forbidden to ſeck a brutal revenge.“ The 
Cdunt was juſt preparing to expreſs his 
© indignation at ſuch a bold and unexpected 
© interruption, when the father furveying 
him with a look of pity mixed with ſorne 
degree of ſcorn, proceeded thus. The 
vretch hired by thee to ſhed the blood of 
this unhappy Lord, tho' forely wounded 
©by Les Roches, was yet left with tome 
remains of life; the peaſants bore him 
to our houſe for relief, and ghoſtly com- 
©fort. There he expired; but not before 
© his parting breath had publicly” declared 


- "whe dteackful purpoſe——bur I will not 


© wound thy ears with the horrid recital. 
© Alas! thy ſhame is but too well known. 
© If thou haſt yet the ſmalleſt remains of 
* poodneſs; dare not by this combat to 
©qgefy the award of heaven: nor longer 
Apurſue this Lord With cauſeleſs hatred.” 
My rivalnow ſeemed to ſhrink before me, 

e 8 into 


* 
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e into all the meanneſs of diſgrace, and 


| _ * abject baſeneſs: whilſt my triumph was 


© more exalted, than the moſt ſucceſsful 
event of combat could have given. My 


eyes were lightened up with indignation, 
but my heart diſdained reproaches. Whilſt 


* Tembraced the reverend father, and free- 


- ©*ly ſubmitted my arms to his direction 
*andcontroul, anguiſh, ſhame, remorſe, and 
-* envy ſeemed to tear the foul of Mal- leon 
* with their united tortures; tears burſt from 
him, not the gentle drops of penitence ; 


© but tears of vexation, of diſappointed and 


detected malice. Silent ang trembling, be 
_ © ſeemed irreſolute for ſome'moments: then, 


in ſullen and broken accents, he juſt 


forced out; —1 will not———depart— <> 
will not fight with thee—my priſoner— 


? yet ; 1. ſeek no ranſom 8 'retire from this | 
* land ; and henceforth avoid my fury. 


Here a loud ſhout prevented my reply. 
© The foldiers of Les Roches, by this time 
. informed of the tidings which the Ab- 


bot brought, and which were no longer 


* ſecret, haſtened to receive me with their 

*gratulations ; and whilſt they accompa- 

<< * . 4 "I 

© hied me to their camp, the baſe Count, 
* followed by a filent and dejected party, 


marched away, and covered his diſgraced 


4 head in the receſſes of his caſt] .* 5 : 
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AH E good old Knight could not 
ſuppreſs his exultation at the final 

| iſſue of this dangerous conteſt. He preſt 
the hand of Lord William with. an affee- 
KC tionate warmth, and congratulated him 
C on his victory over his baſe and treache- 
*rous foe, a victory much more compleat, 


125 could poſſibly have been acquired by 
© arms. But the Earl ſoon reſtrained his 
-* joy, by acquainting him that this event 
2 did not put an end to his- dangeis. Kan- 
5 * dolpb once more compoſed himſelf into a 
«WH and earneſt attention, and Lord 


« tunes. 
Io retire from this odious . of my 
< calamity. was now the great purpote. upon 
© which my ſoul was fixed. I had leifure 
'© to indulge my wiſhes to regain my, friends, 
my country and my wife; and earneſtly 
* entreated Les Roches to crown all his 
© goodneſs by ſpeedily recalling my coun- 
8 n and providing a veſlel to convey 
* us 


* 


much more mortiſying to his, rival, than 


illiam thus reſumed. the ſtory of his 42 
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«us to the Englith ſhore. He expreſſed 
nis ſurpriſe and concern at this requeſt, he . 


_ * urged the danger of attempting a return 


« without a force ſufficient to defend me 
Lagainſt an enemy who could not be a 
* ſtranger to ſuch, a deſign, and whoſe . 
& * deadly hate muſt prompt him to arreſt 
me in my paſſage. No, my friend, 


* ſaid he, attend us into France. South ok 


the city of Poictiers my caſtle lies: at no , 
inconveniefit diſtance from the coaſt. 
<Thither permit me to conduct thee: and 
© thence, with a retinue befuting his great- 
© neſs, ſhall Ear] William be attended i in 
. honour and ſecurity to England.” 
The apprehenſions of falling once more 
* into the hands of malice and inſolent re- 
* enge, prevailed over my impatience, 
* and” determined me to embrace this 
friendly counſel. A few choſen followers 
* were diſpatched to Rochelle, where my 
* countrymen lay in anxious expectation of 
their leader, who informed them of our 
* fortunes, and after an interval of ſome 
* days teturned with all conveniences for 
£0 tranſporting, the forces of Les Roches. 
* Our embarkation wore a gay and gallant 
* aſpect, conducted with chearfulneſs and 
« 'zeal, without fear of danger or controul. 


EE The laſt veſſel had now received my friend 


*and me, and was on the point of leaving 


8 25 the ſhore ; when we diſcovered- a ſoldier - 


e < haſtening 
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_ © haſtening down towards us, and with 
extended arms entreating to be received. 


We demanded his name, and the reaſon 


of his extraordinary appearance. Alas! 
eried he with that abaſement which marks 
© out. calamity and oppreſſion; bit 


« yeſterday the officer of Mab leon, favoured 
* and honoured by my leader; now, the 
victim of his wild revenge, unleſs your 


protection ſhall deign to ſhield the unfor- 


« tunate D' Aumont.“ Here our attention 
Was awakened, and I ſoon diſcovered 
that he was that meſſenger who the morn- 
ing before our intended combat had ac- 


- © Cofted me with thoſe overtures which fear 


$ had extorted from MaFkleon, As he 
flood upon the beach, with the paſſionate 

* warmth of a fincere and_deeply-pierced 
« tnind, the ſoldier thus proceeded. * When 
© jnſolent revenge and cruelty point their 


« unigenerous. fury againſt a valiant but un- 


« fortunate rival, what heart muſt not be 
moved; and what brave fon of war can 


© conceal his indignation 1 Let the coward. 
. <difſemble. his emotions: alas I have not 


8 learned his virtue, nor know I that mean 
« reſerve which he calls prudence. Lord 


 * Saliſbury is the enemy of Count Savours, 


© but a gallant and an honourable enemy. 


Let me ever emulate his exalted virtues, 
and fcorn the baſe and cruel enyy that 


«would oppteſs them. We were ſoon no 


n 4 to \ his ee and; while the. 
" abject minions of a proud Lord ſuppreſſed. 
their pity; my thoughts were not 


* obedient, to controul; they. forced their 


Way boldly: and. ſurpriſed my fellow. 
- ſoldiers with the moſt ardent expreſſions, 
of indignationat the malice of aur leader, 


© whole. flatterers treaſured up the dan- 


gerous diſcourſe, and failed not to con- 
* vey it faithfully. to, his car. And now 
D* Aumont was marked out for deſtruc- 
tion: when ths po and, ee were ready 
to ſeize me [f my ſexvicos may 
„merit your OA ion, . uſe. them, and 
a "fave me fon, ruin, Should Savoure ſpare 
and forgive me witnels, ye. holy angelst 
* this arm ſhall. never draw its weapon, for 
that diſhonqurable: Lord. No] if I am 
ä abandoned, let me wander in diſgraceful 
' obſcurity, let me- feel the hard. 2 of 
want and poverty, or let me die rather 
„than be made, perhaps the miniſter of 


bloody cruelty. on ſome brave ſoldier, 


h hath. become odious. by his virtues. 
x Dangerous hy pocriſy l how, exactly 
*canſt thou aſſume the faireſt ſemblances 
* of, goodneſs! O \ Why: ſhould. generous and 

*1 © ingenugus. minds be .more particulatly 
* prey of thine accurſed artifice ?— 
e received him without the leaſt dif- 
* ficulty. or ſuſpicion; and his wiley arts 
; ** Ae not only wrought us 10 
. . F 
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©pity, but foon commanded our affections 
„and implicit confidence. On me his at- 
a tention was perpetually engaged, ever 
Dofficious in performing all the little offices 
© which beſpoke reſpect and love. His 

tears flowed inflantly at the mention of 
« my misfortunes ;_ his eyes were lighted 
Cup with indignation, at the very name of 
my enemy. If we ſpoke of his eruelty, 
he trembled; if of his cowardice, he 
© ſmiled with contewpt, or frowned with 
ſtern abhorrence, In a, word, the ardor 
of his affection ſeerned not ſo much the 
hy Rr & of humanity, as of a long, an inti- 
ate and tender friendſhip. Les Roches 
4 11 0 the virtues of this D'Aumont: 
| yg my heart refuſe its full return 
7m 10 Lo on and gratitude to ſuch exalted 
„ gocdneſs. D'Aumont became our friend 
and counſelfor; He ſhared” our thoughts 
3, and. directed dur actions. 

We were now happily arrived at Ro- 
Schelle, where I embraced my country- 
men, "whoſe ſufpence and apptehenſions 
wn were at length afpelled. Filſed with joy 

* and gay expectations, we all Or /0rgd 
« e rward towards the. domain of our kind 
protector, confident of comfort and ſe- 
**curity, under his hoſpitable roof. His 
followers, no longer deeming their ſervi- 
* Cs neceflary to their Lord, and impati- 
vt to reviſit their n habitations, fſe- 
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parated in their march; and left us not 


© wholly unattended, but at the head of an 
. inconſiderable body, when we at length 
arrived at the caſtle of Les Roches. Here 
* we had been taught toexpect the cheerful 
* welcoine of affection; and here we now 


looked for joy and congratulation, the 
kind greetingsof friends, and the officious | 
cares of domeſtics. But alas! we had 


entered the-manſion of ſorrow. On every 


1 face ſat ſilent grief and conſternation, and 


* chilled our ſouls with terrible apprehen- 


3 ſions. My friend caſt. his eyes round 


* with the moſt earneſt anxiety z ſometimes 
they turned on me; now, on his attend- 
ants. At length he ruſhed precipitately 
* from us, and traverſed the apartments, 

das if in ſearch of ſomething particularly 


dear to him. I looked upon D'Aumont, 


* who ſeemed equally aſtoniſned and equal- 


ly uninformed of the cauſe of this ftrange - 

; .diforder. Some few broken exclamations 

* of ſurpriſe and: ſollicitude were all that 
my tongue could utter. Tortured with 


"expectation, and impatience to know the 


Worſt that fortune threatened, {eagerly | 
_ © waited the return of my friend, certain 
to receivetthe news of ſome calamity; but 
| © utterly incapable of forming the leaſt con- 
9 *JeEture | of its nature, circumſtances or 

© extent. © Les Roches prolonged: his ab- 
8 9 75 to a tedious and afflicting- length. 
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At laſt a domeſtic: appeared, and called 
for D'Aumont ; 8 nj as; he departed, 
© turned upon me with a look of ſurpriſe 
© and concern, then vaniſhed, and left me 
to all the torture of uncertainty. A thou- 
- *ſand extravagant conjectures did my 
8 * fancy form, and reject by turns. My 
* countrymen, equally perplexed and agi- 
* tated, gazed on me and on each other in 
| «© ſilent aſtoniſhment. * Good heaven + 
© what new wonders } for what are we re- 
_ © ferved ? Thus did 1 exclaim.; and in that 
moment fore attendants entered, and 
ick courteous and gentle demeanour in- 
© viting us to follow, conducted us to ſe- 
« veral chambers where refreſhment was 
Provided with all hoſpitable care; yet in 
all the filence and ſolemnity of ſorrow; 
Fhrioe did I eſſay to ſpeak my wonder, 
and as often did fear ſuppreſs my voice. 
< Still my friend delayed his appearance ; 
© butafter a tedious and diſtracting intetval, 
Dumont at length flood before me, 
ich an aſpect which redoubled all that 
S horror which my ſoul had for ſome time 
WM 4 felt. L eagerly enquired about Les Ro- 
ches; Alas, ſaid he, I know not what ſud- 
* den gloom hath poſſeſſed this Baron. He 
_ © hath long ſince departed with a few at- 
< tendants: on me devolves the command 
Lot this caſtle. I am now his officer, and 
5 * —— obey his * and his 
| Lone 
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| borders are, that the Lord of Saliſbury 
6 * ſhould be entertained with all the due #4 
© nours: a priſoner indeed, but a noble. 
«nee, the rigours of his confinement 
* muſt be duly allayed, by . reſpe& and 
© careful attention.” I ſtarted, and exclaim- 
* ed—— Priſoner! Confinement! Explain 
2 © this wonger, _ © Such, ſaid he, are the 
commands of Les Roches. This chamber 
© muſt content thee. The guards who are 
3 confine thee within theſe bounds are 
enjoy ned the ſtticteſt vigilance, i 
© with due deference and care to do ti 

rde 5 Po I dream * cned I, is this 
*real? is this. my hoſpitable reception * 
'* Then, prefſing the hand of D'Aumont, 
 * whoſe dejected looks ſeemed io promiſe 
0 ſympathy, and tender pity, | eagerly 
. i him to give me the whole flory of 
7 this ſurprifing chang e. Again indulging 
my diſtractions; 18 ches falſe to 
*me? faid 1. 0 no, it cannot be; the 
good, the tender, the affectionate Les 
_*Roches, my. friend, my. pteſerver ? Do 

© pot wrong his. virtues. It cannot be. 
Where is he? why delays he? O wretch, 
_ © © why doſt thou torment my ſoul with idle | 
ins: | ; 
The Frenchman appeared violently 
moved at my diforder. | His tears (for he 
3 could command tears) flowed freely; his 
5 HUGE were OP and frequent ; and his 
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* voice broken and interrupted : at length, 


Is Mm calm reflection, Unhappy Lord ! ſaid he, 
. -* 206 truly have declared thy ſituation. 
FY But what hath moved Les Roches to this, 
or for what fortunes Earl William is re- 
ſerved, alas 1 is yet a ſecret to D'Aumont. 
'* Too true it is that ſome extraordinary 
event hath called away the Lord of this 
place. Perhaps he hath found it neceſ- 
ſary to deliver thee back into the power 


from the rage of that proud Count, that 


© his countrymen an illuſtrious captive wan 
«© by himſelf. * But I fear his virtue moſt. 
Yes! it muſt be fo. He hath indeed 

+ preſerved thee from the treacherous at- 


© reſtore to England the champion that 
* hath fought” her battles againſt France. 
"NT rigid ſenſe of duty, that thus tears 
þ aſuuder the bands of nature and friend- 
2p. Happy D*'&aumont, whoſe foul 

* aſpires not to ſuch high unſeeling virtue! 

© who cannot refift the tender ſollicitations 

of pity | Let me ever indulge. the kind 
emotion, uncontrouled by rigorous ſcru- 

* ples, or ſplendid notions of duty, too 
% © ſevere and toe exalted for DUM. 
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as if recollecting ſome ſhare of reaſon and 


* tempts of baſe envy; but his duty to his 
Prince and to his country forbids him to 


© of Mal- leon; perhaps he had reſcued thee 
he may have the glory of diſplaying to 


* 
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Theſe ſuggeſtions exaQly anſwered to 
© his purpoſe. _ My ſoul was too much 
© diſordered to examine them by the rules 
of calm deliberate reaſon ; and the emo- 
tion which he aſſumed; increaſed my in- 
ward tumult, and gave him entire” poſſeſ- 
ſion of my heart. In this fatal Aer. 
the tenderneſs, the zeal, the ſollicitude, | 
'* the ſufferings of Les Roches all vaniſned 

from my thoughts. I had even . 
© the confuſion which appeared in his caſtle 

on our arrival, and his own ſurpriſe and 

concern. I had forgotten that ſome un- 
4 event muſt have torn him from 
me. I imputed his abſence to no other 
* cauſe. but the ſhame of encountering the 

"© looks and reproaches of a man whom he 

had betrayed : and all confuſed and 
diſtracted as I was, reſigned myſelf en- 

*© tirely to the influence of this new friend, 
© whoſe power was like that of thoſe infer- | 

nal imps who, they ſay, command the 
'© winds to roar or be till, and the waves to 
ſwell or to ſubſide, as their wicked pur- 

4 require. As he deprefſed or rouſed 
me, I melted into grief, or raged in all 
2 $06; violence of vain and impotent indig- 


* nation. I now confidered my ſelf as an 


© helpleſs prey, doomed to inevitable de- 
ſtruction, ſurrotinded on all fides by my 
's huntets, "and fatally lured to their toils. 
Nor Was D'Aumont at all ſollicitous to 


© dulpel 
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« e my. fears. He expatiated on the 
* horrors of a dungeon, on the wretched- 


nels of captivity, the cruel tyranny of 


© exalpered « enemies "and rivals, the loſs of 


. friends and honours; years of bondage 


© ſpent in gloomy ſolitude, in uſeleſs in- 
addon; the gazing curioſity of the bale 
and ignoble, the inſolence and trium- 
* phant ſcorn, of the coward, who had 
* 13 trembled at my ſword. and fled 


-C- 


rom my arm in battle: then, as if 


* afraid to dwell upon the terrible idea, he 
juſt hinted at the tears of my friends, and 
* the ſorrows of an helpleſs widowed Wife. 
HFaſt thou never heard that the enemy 
** of mankind oftentimes preſents ſhocking 


and frightful phantoms before the eyes. 


* of the holy hermit, in order to diſtract 
his thoughts and to confound his pur- 
* poſes ? Such were the arts by which this 
2 Frenchman pracłiſed upon my ſoul. I ſtart- 
ed up in a ſudden fit of fury aud extrava- 


Eng E curſed my own blindneſs and 


.* folly, that had. betrayed me into the pow- 


der, of my enemies; and when I had once 
% eſcaped, had ſeduced me into France, 
© inftead-of ſteering directly for the ſhore of 


„England. Then e ſeizing D'Au- 


mont, I thundered out terrible execrati- 


tions on his head, and wild menaces of 
vengeance, as an accomplice in . curſed 
0 ee He e and why er: 5 
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8 looks. and tears ſeemed ; kindly to re- 
* proach my unjuſt ſuſpicions: then, 
zin broken and imperfect words, ap- 
© peared to ſtruggle with his paſſions, and 
* complained of the wrongs done to his 
« friendſhip. I inflantly melted into all 
© the tenderneſs of grief and affection: 
and ardently embracing the Frenchman, 
* I acknowledged my error, and requeſted 
* his aſſiſtance and council, in this my dan- 
* gerous ſituation. Alas! ſaid he, if 1 


* Roches. Hard ſituation for the ſoldier, 
* who owes exact obedience to the dictates 
ok duty and honour. But too well J feel 
© that my heart is not ſecured againſt the 


Laſſaults of pity. Yes I am thine! and 


« wholly thine! Here he claſped me in his 
arms; and thus proceeded. I muſt deli- 
ver thee ; and one moment's delay may 
« deprive me of that power. Here we 


* muſt not abide. Let us depart together; 


and let me ſhare thy fortune. Some 
© friends I have that ſhall receive and com- 
fort thee. I know the way which leads to 


the coaft, and will conduct thee. Thence | 


© may Lord Saliſbury ſoon find the, means 


© of returning to his native country: and 


© thither (for thou wilt not leave me 


0 the mercy of our common enemies) 


© ſhall D'Aumont attend thee. T heard 


's % * with e and implicit confi- 


_ «dence, 
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e dence. Without pauſe or reflection 1 

* ſubmitted to his guidance; and in that 

« caſte. hour, we both departed from the 
ca 5 ee | | 


"I. 


} 


8 E 0 T. 1 ' 


us bad 1 raſhly ventured ""Y 

into a wide and unknown ſcene 
x of danger; under the direction of a falſe 

guide, whoſe treachery was ſoon dif- 

© covered. it was night; and the moon 
* caſt her mild gleam over all the proſpect 
0 that lay before us. D'Aumont repeated 
* his, aſſurances, of friendſhip, ſpoke with 
_ *Cchearfulneſs and confidence, encouraging 
me 10 hope, and to fix my reliance on 
„his fervice. expected every inſtant to 
©be conducted to ſome place of retirement 
* and friendly reception. Sometimes I 

« expreſſed. my uneaſinefs, but ever and 

anon my guide practiſed his arts of ſooth- 
ing perſuaficn, and flattering profeſfions, 
©to allay my fears; thus we proceeded for 
*lome hours ; at length; in our tedious 

* progreſs, we paſſed by the ſkirts. of a 
* thick foreſt, from whence our ears were 
Fo firſt. pierced. with ſhrill and lamentable 
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15 % ſhrieks as if from a female voice, and 


©inflantly/ afterwards, there iſſued out a 
mall number of armed men, who fur- 
be 8 7 : rounded 
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founded us, and demanded. our names. 


and quality. My companion, nothing 
alarmed at this appearance, made the 
„like enquiites, on his part, and learned. 
„that they were the ſoldiers of Chauvigny 
Lord of Poictiers. I ſeek; that Lord, 


aid he; when one of the ſoldiers ſurvey- 
ing him attentively, replied, D'Aumont! 
El know thee now! what from Count 


© Mal-leon ! 1 ſtarted at the hidious name, 
Fand turning on my companion, perceived 


that the blood had, deſerted his checks, 


and that he ſtood in violent agitation. 


Fins 4.03 r +4 . „„ 3 5k +3 2a 
But ere I could expreſs my wonder, re- 


* tiring a few-paces from me, he-cried out. 
© There ſtands Lord Saliſbary ; my purpoſe 
© was to conduct him to Poiftiers:, he is 


* now Your priſoner, and let him be quickly 


©conveyed to your Lord. I ſtood con- 
founded for a moment at this aſtoniſtung 


* treachery, then quickly drawing my _ 


"ſword, I ran furiouſly upon D'Aumont; 
© nor was it without the utmoſt difficulty 


_ * that the ſoldiers reſtrained my juſt ven- 


* geance, overpowered, and diſarmed me; 
© then leading me into the wood, we joined 


+ ſome others of their body, who. were in- 
. * tently engaged bn a ſpeQacle of pit). 


A youth who ſcemed juſt, filing to 


8 © manhood, of graceful form, tall of ſta- 


e wounded upon the "ground, 


. L © languiy 


5 
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* languid, pale, ; and | bloody. / Over | him 


hung one in the habit of a page, younger, 


* and ſtill more exquiſitely beautiful, pierc- 
ing the air with lamentations, and eagerly. 


employed in binding up the wounds of 


"the fallen youth, with locks. of comely 


*2uburn, torn from a fair tho“ diſhevelled 


Head. No ſooner had the ſoldiers pro- 

*clamed my name to their aſſociates, than 

Fthe Page, turning upon me, with a. face: 
* which diſcovered one of nature's moſt. 
*lovely productions, ſyllied and diſordered 
4 prick, juft exclaimed; O fatal cauſe. 
of all 


dr all my miſery ' Then bending dawn. 
again, as if diſdaining attention to any. 
but one favourite objed, reſumed the 

*chatitable cares of afliſting, and ſupport- 


"ing the wounded youth; who by this 


Atime revived from his trance; and caſt a 


© langaid look of love and tenderneſs upon 
is kind companion. O Jacqueline, ſaid 


he, are we then prevented ? But thou 


* haſt eſcaped the preſent danger. Nor 


| Shall: force tear me from thee, or time 


* efface thy remembrance.” This was an- 


* fwered with deep bghs 5nd tender looks. 


Which ſpoke an affection ardent and powr- 
„ful, tho? controuled by the preſence of 
«* ſtrangers. Every word and every action 
© increaſed my ſurpriſe, Utterly unable 
to concęive how any part of the diſtreſs 
now beheld could be imputed to me, 
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J attempted with all courteſy to accoſt 
the page; who, on the other hand, had. 
© no eyes, no ears, no voice for me. But 
bow was my aſtoniſhed foul afflicted and. 
confounded, when one of the ſoldiers 
*caſually diſcovered that this page was no 
other than a young maiden, and daugh-. 
ter to Les Roches | Whilſt ſhe was buſiſy 
employed about the wounded youth, and. 
«with the aſſiſtance of ſome ſoldiers railing - 
him from the ground, I turned to D'Au-. 
mont with looks of rage and anguiſh, 
* Wretch! ſaid I, explain this wonder,. 
is this the work of thy curſed treache F;? 
No, proud Lord, replied the falſe French- 
© man. This youth is fon to Count Chau- 
* vigny, whoſe priſoner I have made thee: 
but were he mine enemy, Iam no mur-. 
derer. Witneſs for me, that if my na- 
ture had been cruel, I might have plung- 
ed the dagger into , thine own heart. 
<* What though I promiſed Mal-leon to 
* uſe all my art to ſeparate thee from thy 
protector, and to betray. thee into the 
power of the Lord of Poictiers, yet 1 
* ſcorn the baſe work of blood! I have 
* uſed my art, and with fucceſs: I have 
© ferved my country and my Chief, to 
* whoſe hand the laws of war, and thy 
„fate conlign thee, and to whom thou 
 * ſhalt be ſoon reftared by his friend 
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ol 0 prepared. to retort this inlolence, 
When the ſoldiers interrupted, and com- 
manded me to attend them to Poictiers: 

4 we now bent our courle, the, 
wounded youth being ſupported by the 
©ſoldiers, and followed by the, forrowful 
«Jacqueline. Bur ſcarcely had we proceed- 
cd a few paces, when another and a lar-. 
ger body of armed men was diſcovered, 


ruſhing precipitately acroſs the plain. 


My guards nothing doubting but that 
e were friends, took no Pains to 
*-avoid their approach. As they poured 

down upon us, their leader BE his eyes 
on me, and with plain marks of ſurpriſe 

pronounced my name, when inſtantly. 
"the whole party fell with the utmoſt fury 


*upoh my 1 onels They in vain endea- 


93 959720 to upport an unequal conteſt, en- 
eomaged by the voice and actions of 
*D*Aumont, WhO ſought with deſperate 
rage. Im patient to take a ſhare in this 
encounter, I ſuddenly ſnatched my ſword 
e the ſoldier whey. had ſeized it, and 
W upon my. betrayer, but ere 1 could 
Mrs my, Mia vengeance, his falſe 


he” their a arms Fd were LP 4 Pl Ang? to- 
«gether With the wounded” Tg and e 
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fair attendant, almoſt expiring ENT ter- 


6 ror and. aſtoniſhment. 


And now learned from my 1 ; 


** ſome part of that diſtreſs, in which I had 
involved the good Les Roches, and the 


danger which I had eſcaped. Hear the 
"6 ſtory, as it was then, and afterwards un- 


folded, ſtill more clearly. The delay of 


our embarkation from the iſle of Rhe 8 | 


given the implacable Mab-leon an oppor- 


© tunity of diſpatching: a meſſenger to 
Lord Chauvigny, by Whom he accuſed 


Les Roches of practices againſt his 


C government, and of wreſting trom him 


* a priſoner, of ſo much conſequence as 


C Saliſbury. This Lord, fired at the ſup- 


© poſed injury offered to his friend, ſeized 
+ the Caſtle of Les Roches, with the too 


common violence of a neighbouring and 
* more powerful Baron; and carried off 
bis only daughter, as a pledge ſor my 
« ſurrender, if ſtill in the hands of T.es 
© Roches, or as a means of : awakening 1 my 
:< ſenſe of honour and. gratitude, and thus 


© obliging me to return, if already diſmiſs _ 
el". the grief and confuſion of © 
© the domeſtics, at our arrival, .and hence, - 
- oY the diforder of my friend. ho, diead- 1555 
fa ing my impetucſity, and well remembes- 
ing how raſhly I had reſolved to dehyar 


* ſed. 


K. * myſelf to Count Mal-Jegn, in order to 
. his e determined to coneęal 


r | | "from 
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* * from me the cauſe of this een and to 
try what might be effected by force of 
arms for the reſcue of his daughter. 
'*D'Aumont, with whom he conlulted, 
| Land to whom he ſpoke his fears of my 
« precipitate generolity, commended his 
"E reſolution; and as he prepared for im- 
= _ -* mediate departure | in order to collect his 
force, the falſe Frenchman" propoſed, 
that to himſelf ſhould be. committed the 
care of preventing me from leaving the 
© caſtle, in his abſence. How he abuſed 
© this truſt, thou haſt already heard: but 
© heaven was pleaſed to make his treachery 
the meansof my preſervation. Chauvigny 
75 who was ſtill further informed of our ap- 
© proach, and of the weakneſs of our re- 
tinue, determined to make himſelf maſter 
both of mine, and of the perſon of | 
friend: and no ſooner had I departed 
from the caſtle, under the conduct of my 
z perfidious guide, than it was again, ſeized 
_ | | ©by a force detached. for that purpoſe, 
_ * whilſtanother body haſtening to ſupport 
< their aſſociates, accidentally encountered 
Les Roches, diſperſed his followers, and 
_ * were only prevented from ſeizing him by 
© the deſperate valour of my ſeven Engliſn- 
52 z men, whoſe attendance he had required, 
and who now with difficulty e his 
.. * retreat. A number of his followers ius 


771 < diſperſed, fled with precipitate hafte to- 
3 * wards 
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5 * flight proved my dellverers. 185 


They now ſubmitted to my direktion, 
< and invited me to ſhare their fortune; 


© and by my perſuaſion they diſmiſſed the 


and athamed at the violence with which 


© his father purſued a ſtranger thus fuperior | 
4 to revenge. His As were turn=d on 


Jacqueline, whoſe looks and tears expreſ- 


«kd all the e end of ſeparation. , But 
my deareſt friend was a 


* the daughter o 
« treaſure not to be entruſted to the mercy 
of an enemy; and the was therefore de- 
< tained however reluckant. My deliverers 
anxious for our ſecurity, conveyed us 


_ * with rapid ſpeed to the faſtneſs of an high, 
© and dreary mountain, where an hum 1 
( cottage received, and the kind offices of 

© honeſt poverty relieved us. And here, 
_ © this maid, whoſe beauty created love and 
© reverence nn the breaſt of every beholder, £ 


informed me freely of ther dangers and 
« diſtcefs. Soon as ſhe had been conveyed 


4 to the caſtſe ef Poictiers, the young 
»Chauvigny already no 
I charms | of . viſited the fair 


ſtranger to the 


W and endeavoured to allay her 
| 1 ' forrows.. 
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e wards 1 private baunts, for preſent 
+ ſecurity, and to collect new force for the 
_* deliverance of their chief; and in 'their 


_ © folders of Chauvigny, together with his 
* wounded ton. . | embraced the youth at 
his departure, who ſeemed confounded 
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a ; * object of his paſſion. 
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Beauty, when diſtreſſed, 
* doubly powerful; and when pity (Fi 
1 with love, no heart can reſiſt their im- 


preſſion. 


© could he conceal the generous weakneſs. 


He pleaded, in all the moſt affecting ac- 
cents of a ſincere and ardent paſſion : nor 


© did he plead in vain. The maid, too 
n ſuſceptible of tenderneſs, and too artleſs 
< to conceal her ſenſibility, heard him with 


© indulgence, approved his worth, nor 


£ frowned on his love.. Yet ſtill a greatneſs 


and elevation of ſoul, gave dignity to her 
female ſoftneſs. She demanded a ſtrong, 
and to a lover a ſevere, proof of his fince- 


« rity, Reſtore me to my father, ſaid ſhe, 
© then ſpeak thy paſſion. He entreated, 


a © wept, and conjured; ſhe anſwered as 


© before: till at length, the youth con- 
« ſented. to the painful taſk of approving 
© his ſincerity, by parting with the dear 
A habit Was pro- 
« vided to conceal the maid; and at the 


appointed hour, when guards had been 


© bribed, and ſuſpicion lulled to fleep, 


© the ifſued forth, under the conduct of 
cher lover, and direQed her eager ſtops 
towards her father's caſtle. 
had been the end of this raſn deſign, had 
not heaven wonderfully, interpoſed. They 


And: fatal 


. oy e . in their pro. 
N 5 Fo. "*grels, | 


This the youth experinced. - 
| « His ſoul became totally ſubdued-; nor 
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reſs, filled with gay hopes, and inſen- 
e to danger, when ſome law leis rovers 
of the night, arreſted, and began to riſte 
them. The young Lord patiently ſub- 
mitted to their depredations; but alarmed 
for his dear companion, and anxious to 
conceal the ſecret of her ſex from brutal 
violence, he called upou them to ſpare 
the page, and with loud denunciations of 
© vengeance, | wildly aſſailed the wretch 
© who was:prepari ng ro'ſtrip' his Jacques 
line. A ſudden Wound laid him on the 
earth; the foreſt echoed with the ſhrieks 
of the diſtracted maid; and in that mo- _ 
ment the ſoldiers ſent in purſuit of them 
*(for- their departure was not long con- 
*:cealed) happily appeared in eg 5 
e e . oP . * 


4 


0 s Ec. m. wn 
Tx att; TY W : 
r Adored . heaven, 
w hoſe influence” had appeared ſo evi- 
bs * in theſe events. The treachery of 
D' Aumount in ſeeking to deftroy me, had 
0 opportunely conveyed me from tie power — 1 
of my enemies. The violence And e | 
* prethon: of Chauvip ny, had proved the 1 
© means of ſending me deliverers, when - - | 
fortune ſeemed moſt to krow in upon mY. I 
and of giving * his-own' Ton to mx 
e * | | | N Eg 


, 
” Ty 
2 » 
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Roches, whoſe: vintues ſeemed: to have 
© drawn down ruin upon his injured head. 


| 7 1 85 WORD, 
F © mercy... A Was: now. at: liberty, if an ob- 


<.ſcure and comfortleſs. retreat; could de- 


*< ſerve that name: I had delivered an 


< helpleſs; maid, the; dear child and pre- 


8 ee of my friend, ftam the 
power, of an oppreſſor: I was attended 
< by; honeſt ao aal followers, reſolute 
protect, and zealous to oblige me: 
© yet; stil my ſoul. was anxious for the 


< fortune of the; kind and generous Les 


emiſſaries I ſent forth from time 


2 <.to- time, to learn his fate: hut no intelli- 
_ © gence;.of his ſituation cauld be obtained. 
His .caſtle was deſerted; his friends diſ- 
pexrſed, he; himſelf loſt in ſome obſcure 

Liretirement with my gallaut Engliſpmen, 
bor perhaps ſlain by the malice of his pur- 
fuers. The proud Lord of Poidtiers 

had in the name of his prince (unwarrant- 

© ably. aſſumed to. ſupport his oppreſſion) 
 , © ptoclayned him a tray tor; anddetigune- 

_ © ed. death-againſt thoſe Who ſhould pre- 
ume to aſſiſt him, Such was the age 

and malice of diſappointed pride. 


joined my tears, with. thoſe of, he 


KY þ i Jacqueline at theſe affficting 
dings. Werks and months paſſed oat] | 


in the tortures of anxious uncert: 


) careleſs, of my own fate, yet I felt 
. 8 . cance IE w_ charge; 
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-ervhath I conducted from one retreat to 


© another; as the alarm of danger drove us 
foro ard, or the ad vice of our followers 
directed. My cares had no taught her 


to love me, as a parent and preſerver : 
band themagnanimity which ſhe diſcover- 

sed amidſt ail her dungers and difficulties, 
commanded my reſpecd and admiration. 
«©She endured fatigue not only with chears 
fulneſs, but joy: and as if fror her in- 
_ «fant! years inured to 
_ «ſhips, ſhe ſeemed to have retained: nd + 
memory of 'theceaſe and fofemeſs of pros 
«ſperity ; nor did the tear ever Alartifrom 


and Hatd- 


« her eye,” but at thecrerolleRion: of her 


br father. A courage aboveſher ſen, and a 
| „ ſurpriſing ceeoliection- andrcommand; of 


< thought much beyond her years, never 


once deſerted her; in the moſt trying 
moments: ſo that, Whoever beheld her 
many garb; and obſervedher determined 
. ©Tpirit} —.— have ſuppoſed that I was at- 
a tended by a ydbuth, not yet initiated in 
farms, bat eagerly ambitious to begomie 
4 a. ſoldierg and impatient to enter on the 
ſcuiſe of: gallant action and renn: 


Shetit was who fi propoſed the deſign 1 


of qtmteing rheſe ignoble retreats} and 

_*endeavounng t find her father mow; 

* when time had abated the ardour ofour. 
enemy's purſuits g and the! too: ſuggeſted 
the e en . 3 Th 
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dus from jealouſy and malice. | By the 


<* aſtiflance of our faithful adherents, the 
habit of a Palmer was provided for each: 

and thus accoutered, we ventured forth 
* from our retreat; 8K the father; ſhe, 
the blooming ſon; whilſt a few. zcalous 
© and humble friends, themſelves diſguiſed, 
< watched our ſteps at ſome diftance, and 


 * waited'to repel our dangers. Long time 


* we journeyed on, and often; were We in- 
£ debted-to-the kind offices of charity, un- 


. *.difcovered and unſuſpected. Oftentimes 


have I gratified the curious peaſant, whoſe 
$i hoſpitable door was opened for our re- 
ception, with the recital of hardy deeds 
atchie ved by his noble countrymen when 
the chriſtian. powers united againſt the 
6 * iphade].; and: oftentimes have 1 repeated 
my. tale, to gain his confidence, and ta, 
; 21540 him to tome diſcoveries that might 
direct me to my friend. But neyer could 
wie receive the leaſt: information of Les 
KRoches, or of his, fortunes. Oblivion : 
+ ſeemed to have involved him in her 
loomy ſhades, deſerted, abandoned, and 
8 by his unkind, ungrate ful coun- 
. trymen; yet ever and anon, the remem- 
brance of his goodneſs, and the thought 
of thoſe calamities in which 1 had invol- 
ved him, recurred to torment my ſoul: 
nor was the melancholy idea evernbeene 
ttom the mind of Facqueline. | — Wn 
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Our excurſions. were prolonged to a 


| © tedious and oppreſſing length. Some- 
© times the heavy hand of fatigue and lan- 


guor prefled fore upon my dear compa- 


nion, and called for all my care and 


© tenderneſs: and theſe were again amply 


re paid, when the violent and complicated 
griefs that prey ed upon my heart threat⸗- 
( * . A* & | * 2 
ened me with ſome heavy malady. Thus 

* wandering on, and wearied in a fruitleſs 

© ſearch, chance rather than our on de- 


© termination led us to the ſea eoaſt, where 


© the wide extended ſcene diſplayed hefore 


me, awakened all my cager wiſhes tore · 


* viſit England. Oftentimes did I caſt my 
Leyes forward towards that ſeat of honour 


and ſecurity, and as oft, did they turn 
*back on France, as if in ſearch of my 


dear and injured friend. Not my own 


® fortunes only were now the object of my 
+ * thoughts: Jacqueline, the child of my 
preſerver, the partner of his ſorrows and 
This ſufferings, demanded a ſhare in my 
Aſolicitude.” I had ſtill geld to bribe the 
Hailor to con vey us to a harbour of ſafety. 


could not bear the thoughts of leaving 


this precious pledge of friendſhip to the 
care of poor and helpleſs followers; and 
yet my ſoul was pained, when I made an 


effort to perſuade her to ſeek refuge in an 


© unknown country, and to reſign her laſt 


. Faint hopes of * a beloved pa- 


- „ Stent. 
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ent. Here all my: addreſs was empley- 
© ed, and every flattering ſuggeſtion urged 
to quiet her anxiety. All our diſappoint- 
* ed enquiries I. converted into arguments 
© of the caution: and vigilance of Les Ro- 
3 hey, which-,muſt have effectually con- 
ccaled-him from the malice of his pur ſu- 
© ers. 1,tpoke: of my on influence in the 
Engliſn court, of the military power 1 
could command: and conjured her to 
« reſt alſured that nothing was wanting for 
| | © his protection but my appearance in 
| © England; that there „ 8 
authority and power ſufficient to ſu 
= © ia rights, and * and redreſs Bis 1 injuries, Mie 
8 * great ſoul was animated wit new vigour 
* and reſojution at the thoughts of redteſs; 
and with a firmneſs which would have 
© done hengur to the holder ſex, he fre- 
* 1y1confented 40:ſubmitto, my Idiefion, 
and declared kerſelfggady dp attend me. 
Our two followers, Whoſe unwearied 
| © zeal had not yer. loft fight ef us, were 
7 700%, employed to progure a veſſel to 
© convey. us from the land of danger and 
_ © oppreſſian © as two LA engaged by 
© ſolemn vos te wiſit the lately eregted 
"une of St. | Thomas af - Canterbury; + 
© the fame of ' which, had not been con- 
© ined to England, Some days paſt in e- 
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fair charge, and confirtning her feſold- 


tion. On the morning fen a vernal day, 
e wandered forth from the charitable 


cottage, that lately had received us, to'in- 


Lf dulee our gentle conference without fear 
© or controul. The fun was climbing 10 


is meridian height, and warned us to re- 


©pole under the ſhade of a ſteeply riſing 


© hill, whoſe tiees nodded over us, an 
* embiowned the neighbouritig plain. 


Here we had not lone reclined, Wlien 
Itthe noiſe of jocund rairth ſtruck our cars, 
and calledour attention to two: travel: 


"who lay ut ome :diftaries, / ety thier 
friendly meal. I ſtarted, ant liſtened to 
_ 4:the well "knowh ſoutids ; I heard. — & 


donn native lays, fweetly rebearüng the 
_*:renowned deeds of Arthur valiant” prince, 
the nntient wars of Ambroſe the Artnoric 


knight, and the triumph | 6 f 'Britiſh . 


valour. I melted into tears, . are 


the tender emotions, which the love of 


«country raiſes in our breaſts) then 'ruſh= 
ing impetuouſly towards the travellers, 
<::gazedion;them with aftoniſiment; they 
«ſprung fro the ground, no leſs ſurpriſed, 


and Lembraced two of my dear coun- 


Strymen, and late companions. They 
3 * ſurveyed. me with joy and wonder, they 


acquainted ne that their fellows were at 5 


4 band; they aſked by what ticket had 
8 1 but 1 at eee "per 


„ Libelt 


Hir enquiries: by dns to 0 the 
fate of Les Roches. Their eold and 
4 mournſul looks at the mention of this 

name, chilled the blood of Jacqueline, 
_* who had by this time joined us. Say, 


4 faid ſhe, in breatbleſs agitation, when, 


how, where did Les Roches periſn? 
could not his followers defend him? Or 
did they deſert. him? Perfidious. men! 
Where were their coward ſwords, when 
© the malice of his perſecutors tore his 

B d © helpleſs body? No faithful. friend to 
; 5 defend him? No charitable hand to 
4 cloſe his dying eyes #7 Here a flood of 
tears broke forth, while my* countrymen 
© wondered at her. emotion :: and. eager to 
remove her ſuſpicions declared, that Les 
< Roches:had wanted neither fidelity nor 
courage to defend him. Lives he? 
<. cried the maid. where lead. me to him! 

And again reſigned herſelf to ſorrow, 
when the Engliſhmen declared that they 
| Swere firangers to his fate, nor knew his 
e place of re idence if yet alive. I inter- 
+ pd to moderate her paſſion; then turn- 
ing to my friends, demand6 the full re- 
lation of their fortunes, ſince treachery 
and opreſſion had laſt tornyus, from each 
other. OW? 
They had been e (as E now 
= learned) that I muſt have been ſeized 
in the caſtle, and that I now lay _ 


\ | + 


£ the ſevere oppreſjion of PN . 


= Les Roches had inſtantly. acquainted 
them with the ſecret of his daughter's 
| being conveyed to Poictiers, witk his 
© apprehenſions of my precipitate zeal, 
and the meaſures he had taken to pre- 

vent any raſn purpoſes of throwing my- 
_ «ſelf into the hands of my purſuers. IM 


had attended him in his ſudden excurſt- 


on to collect his forces, and in the gallant 
* att: of defending him, they, had been 
particularly animated by Fitz: Alan, the 
man whoſe inconſiderate error had firſt 
*liſcloſed my name in. in the ifle of Rhe, 


and who now fought with redoubled „ : 


to attons for bis fatal imprudence. Hie 


it was who, when: Les Roches lay ſur- 


"rounded and diſarmed, hewed his way 
thro' unequal numbers, and led the brave 
J _ Engliſhmen to his reſeue. They. took 
their courſe from his direction, and con- 
veyed him to the neighbouring hills, where 
? foie and unviſited retreats-received him, 
* and where the vigilance and bravery of his 
© followers guarded againſt the approach 
of fraud and violence, His .own: coun - 
*trymen;z- awed by the denunciations of 
© Chauvigny, deſerted their unhappy. chief, 
© the helplets and abandoned victim of fa- 
© tigue and want. The woods ſuppled : 
is nouriſhment:; the naked turf received 
his devoted: head, Whilſt the fidelity and 
- allection | of his aſſociates. watched his 


„ broken 
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f broken flumbers, Long time had they 

L attended him from one retreat to another, 

IThro' a ſeries of See diſtreſs, at 
_ © ANF new or extraordinary change o 
© fartune; till on one fatal morning, they 
*. whoſe induftry had been employed in 
Thuniing for food, and they who had the 
charge of watching near his humble 
| © couch, were ſtruck with confuſion and 
 <ſuyprize, when they came to ſeek their 
leader. He had ſuddenly diſappeared, 
|  ©nor could their moſt diligent enquiries 
learn his new refidence, or jnform them 
7 of his fate. And now, impatient of their 
ſituation, and determined rather to yield 

* theraſelves into the hands of theif ene- 
mies, than to waſte a tedious life in diſ- 

treſsful and uſeleſs retirement, they de- 
ended from their mountains, and boldly 

* adventured into more known and more 

*-frequented paths. Here they ſoon found 

* that the hapes of regaining England were 
not yet to be reſigned, Purſuit and dif- 

* ficulty had ceaſed: they paſſed on un- 
 * noticed: and unmoleſted, and at length 
gained the coaſt, where we were now 
-  *allhapnilyaſſembled/' 7 
"OY The veſſel lay ready to receive us; 
we embatrqued with joy; yet ſtill cauti- 

. ous to guard againſt malice and hoſtility, 
©F:continued my diſguiſe. The winds 
were long unfavourable; and frequently - 
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avere our ſouls terrified with the: moſt 
alarming menaces of deſtruction. Twice 
did I embrace my lovely charge, in 
* firm perſuaſion that I had taken my laſt | 
and final farewel; and that the ap- 
5 „reaching hour muſt have conſigned us. 
Sto one general ruin. Yer. fill the holy 
+ ſaints denied not their protection. Cou 
* rage and vigour unabated, ſucceſsfully. 
_ *©contended: againſt. the: angry elements. 
_ © Harraſſed; waſted, and oppreſſed with 
eld. we at length gained the cheering: 
proſpect of our dear native ſhore: Here 
our ſhattered veſſel happily arrived; and: 


* here we repoſe our wearied limbs: under. 
Ke os N e IB Boi 


8 * U . W. 


15 HE Bark: ceaſed 4. tid Randolph; 
| who had liftened with exact attenti- 
tin, pauſed for a moment, in thoughtful 
filence, raiſed his eyes and hands to hea» 
ven}; in rapturous admiratlon, and grate» 
ful acknowledgement of that power which 
had hitherto conducted his friend ſafely. 
through this variety of peril and diſtreſs; 
then freely exclaimed at the envy of Neal- 
leon, the tyranny of Chauvigny, and the 
treachery of D'Aumont, with all the zeal: | 
ol generous indignation and ws 
18 


— 
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His tears confeſſed that pity with which he 
thought on the cruel fate of Les Roches, 
and infected the Earl with a tender emoti- 
on of grief for the misfortunes of his dear 


; | friend and protector. He had not enter- 


: tained the leaſt ſuſpicion but that his own 
misfortunes were now compleatly ended; 
that any thing more remained, but to. re- 
pair to his caſtle, and comfort his ſolitary 
. Counteſs ; yet now, when reftored to a 
degree of tranquility, he again offered at 
ſome enquiries on his part, of his houſe, 
his ſon and wife, but was inſtantly inter- 
rupted by Randolph, who. reminded him 
\of reſt. + The night was far ſpent : fatigue 
and lep, which the agitation raiſed by 
the recital of his adventures had hitherto 
repelled, now reſumed their power, and 
invaded him with double force. He retir- 
ed, and at laſt enjoyed the comfort (to 
bim long eee of Pan and ole 


2 repole.. 


Age had Wen Ronduiph! rn He 
= raſe before the dawn ; and was ſoon join- 
- ed by the attendants. of Lord William, 

who advanced to greet their hoſt, and to 
acknowledge his generous cares. Their 
mutual ſalutations, were cordial, and af- 
fectionate; the Engliſhmen ſeemed to have 

forgot their toils: luſty and ſpuited they 
ſtood; accoutered, and prepared to meet 
* leader, earnclt to tender their ſervices, 


and 
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and impatient to aceompany his progreſs. 


Nor did they long wait for the appearance 
of Lord William; He bad ſprung from 


his couch refreſhed and reſtored to life and 
vigour, and now came forth to embrace 
the companions of his labours, and to re- 
peat his congratulations. My friends, 


ſaid Randolph, bear with us for a mo- 
ment. I have ſomething wiitch demands 
the private attention of the Earl. et 


— 0 lt need not be concealed. 


from you. Yaqur counſels may afhft us.“ 
FThus (peaking, he led the way towards a 
private apartment, whither he was follow- 
ed by tie Earl and his companions, not 
without ſome degree of wonder and anx- 
ious expectation. een ee 
Randolph caſt his eyes downward for 
ſome moments, and was ſilent: then turn- 
ing them on Lord William, For what for- 
tunes, ſaid he, this Earl is preſerved, 


know not: but tranquility feems yet 


to he removed to ſome diſtance from his 


* oraſp: ſomething ſtill remains to exerciſe 
his ſpirit. Raymond, nephew to that 
Hubert whoſe counſels govern our King, 
now poſſefles his caſtle. There, and 
through all its diſtrict, he governs with 
© an abſolute ſway.'—* What ! cried Sabſ- 
© bury, is my power expired! Do I in- 
6 deed live? Or have my rights been for- 
5 feited : Where were my friends? 
N 2 75 . 
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Hath my Counteſs been ignominiouſly 


© driven out by the uſurper ? Is this the 
t reward of my ſervices? Randolph 
here repreſſed | his violence: and demand- 
ing a calm and patient attention, the 
renn n 
We all know with what uncontrouled 
© power Hubert rules in the court of Eng- 
9 0% thy his ſubtile arts of inſinuation 


have penetrated into the inmoſt heart of 


7 
* 


< our Henry; and now direct all its moti- 
ons and deſigns. Already too dangerous, 


The ſeeks but to extend his influence and 
authority, and to heap wealth and ho- 
- £ nowrs.. on. his family and; dependents. 


© Thele are his, great. purpoſes; and to 


© theſe he facrifices- the reputation of his. 
_ +-maſter,. and the welfare of his country. 


* 


To him was ſoon conveyed the falle intel- 
gende, that Earl William and his 
| Kaights, ſeparated from our fleet in the 


© tempeſtuous; tumult, had periſhed in the 


% 
* 
- 


deep. The King heard the tidings with 


Ah ind concern, and paid the juſt tribute of 


S forrow to his unhappy kinſman; and 

| e brave ſoldier. The crafty Hubert aſſum- 
ed the ſemblanee of grief, whilſt his ſoul. 
was buſy in contriving the means of tur n- 
Ding this event to his own intereſted pur- 

| © pales. ; He ſeized the eaſy and.comply- 


ing moment, when the King lay moſt 


8 
N 

po” 
* r 75 


open to his. influence: he fepteſentetl 


9 


+ 


am — 
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_ © the- cloſe alliance, in which Raymond his 
. nephew ſtood to the illuſtrious houſe 
« of Saliſbury : he reminded him, that by 
the royal bounty, Lord William had 
8 eee the heireſs of that houſe with 
© her poſſeſſions, and urged that the ſame 
royal bounty ought. now to confer this 
gift on him, whom nature ſeemed to 

point out as the true inheritor. In a 
* word, he aſked this boon, that Ray mond 
« ſhould be permitted to wed the —— | 
now ſuppoſed a widow, and to enjoy 
© her ample fortunes and her honours . 
© Heavens exclaimed the Earl, this 
man admitted to her bed Am Io 
_ © ſoon; forgotten? What? not a few 
months of forrow !—* Think not hardly 
_ © of the Counteſs, ſaid Randolph; her 

_* dignity of ſoul' “ Vet! cried Willi 
am again interrupting him, I know. it. 
Alt cannot be proceed, and give 
eme all thoſe ſtrange events. The 
King,“ replied Randolph, granted his 
© ſuit. without diffcultyß. G0. ſaid he, 
command Raymond to preparę for his 
departure: iet him ſummon. all his ad- 
I dreſs and eloquence, to prevail upon the 
© gentle Counteſs. No ealy conqueſt, ſhe ; 
no common prize! My grace waits on 
her conſent.'—*'Conſent ! impoſſible * 
eried Saliſbury; When Randolph again 
Ee to allay. the heat of his im 
8 Patience, 
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patience, earneſtly united his entreaties 
with thoſe of the Earl's companions; and 
at length obtained a pa tient audience. 

Raymond, thus the old Knight pro- 
eesded, was not ſlow to accept this 
rracious condeſcenſion tohis wiſhes. Sup- 

po ted by the power of Hubert, enriched + 
4 -by his bounty, and attended by the flat - 

- tering. followers of his proſperity, this 
Lord ſoon prepared all neceſſaries for a 
magnificent and ſtately progreſs. He left 
s the Engliſh court, which now graced the 
„city of - Marlborough with its reſidence 

„((or thither the indiſpoſition of our liege 
s. had cauſed it to be transferred) and at- 
the head-of a gallant troop: of Knights, 
armed, and ca pariſoned in H their courtly 
pride and fplendor, and implicitly obe- 
dient to their leader, he proceeded to- 
© awards the caſtle of Saliſbury. The hum - 
e pble vitlagers gazed on this gay troop,., 
© with furprize and pleaſure, were ſaon in- 
formed of their purpoſe, and ſoon; ſpread - 
e the ftory through all the rs | 
'*jand. The Counteſs had already learne 
© the melancholy. tidings of her Lord; and 
b *% indulged her grief in ſecret: when, 
1 by the appearance of this retinue, 
nd and nothing ſuſpecting the purpoſe of 
Raymond, ſhe opened her gates wide to 
£ his approach, and received him and his 
« Kitengants with wy hoſ e rites, be- 
l 1 
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E fitting her own nobility, and the greatneſs 
of her gueſts, ToRaymondſheappeared 
„in all the dignity of grief, holding her 
© young ſon, a fair copy of her beauty 
and her ſorrow. And (if fame ſpeaks 
8 true) the charms of the majeſtic mour- | 
ner, had, in that moment, too powerful 

*an influence upon the heart of Raymond, 

Love came in aid of his ambition, and 
inflamed the ardour of his purſuit, | 
With all theſe ſoothing arts, which courts. 
© and their poliſhed converſe had beſtowed, 
* he laboured to difpel- her gloom, and 
* cautiouſly to introduce the great purpoſe 
* of his arrival, Long time he ſuſpended 
© his declaration: (ſuch is the canto 

power of beauty ſurrounded by the awe- 
ful beams of chaſte and graceful dignity) 
yet in every interview was his paſſion 
* confirmed and encreaſed. At length 
+ ((o have we been informed) he ſpoke This 
_ © fait with humble and anxious heſitation; 
and was received with ſurpriſe and ſcorns 
ful denial.” 

Whilſt the Knight thus ſpake, a ſuc- 
en of violent paſſions, had diftraQe 
the mind of Lord William. His eyes fit 
expreſſed an earneſt and tumultuous impay 
tience. He trembled; and the blood re- 
tired from his cheeks ; then ruſhed back 
to reſume its ſeat: ith double force, and 
* wien fiery OG: Again, 


Tg 
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his tender looks declared, with what love 
and grlatitude and ſympathizing pity, he 
kelt the ſorrows of his beloved Counteſs. 
Impatience and an xiety again ſuceeeded; 


and when the Knight pauſed, his looks had 


grown great, and elevated, and a ſudde n 
exclamation of triumph bicke ia voluntarily 
Hom his ſips. What remains, laid he, 
but that we now go and reſume our au- 
_ * thority ?. What is wanting but our pre- 
t * (ence to relieve our Counteſs from this 


5 {Xl us hafte auay. Let us break thfough 


that cloud of obſcurity Whehohath too 


men who glaſp at gur lights and bonovis, 


Vith ſoch a preeipitate and 1ath-preſump= 
un. Shall Ela weep, and I delay to 


: | ®; - long conclealed us and confeund he 


* 


© 


_ Tigid, caution, beware of, violence! con- 
i ſult not with thy paſſions. Thy Coun- 
"4 


£ 


Sbould ſhe but cannot fear it. 


Teͤeft ſtill Ray mand is in ꝓoſſoſſion of thy 


*caltle; he acts as Lord ef thy land and 
*1nheritor of thy power. Canſt thou be- 


5 5 bold this ufurpation galm and unmoved? 


comfort ber? ;Shall proud intraſion break | 

upon her privacy, and irrita te her gef, 

and dol not fly to rehe ve her? Beware, 
replied the Knight with looks of ſage and 


*neſs and conſtant purpoſe to the laſt. 


| Truſt me I dread thy um petuous reſent · 


1 


: Hubert crafty, dark, and revengeful. 
The! injurious, never can forgive. . Shame 
and dilappointment may drive him to 
© deſperate reſolutions. Alas, I cannot 
g ſpeak half my fears.“ 

This myſterious language of the Koight, 
who, however he ſuppreſſed his fear, really 


9 A fatalcomphance t inthe Counteſs, 
and formed the moſt terrible preſages of 


broils and blood, kindled up a ſudden 


flame in the breaſt of Salifbary.'* Heavens 
cried. he, if Raymond ſhould, have 


already 1 ſee tke danger of my ſitua- 
tion. — But let us quickly ſeeke this in 
vader. Randolph nom ſeemed to con- 
demn his on app. tehenſions, which he ob- 
ſerved might ariſe from doubtful or miſe 
taken information. His retirement had 


rendered him the morerliable ſo be deeeiv- 
ed and deſpair of evar ſeeing the return of 
His friend 75 made him deſs ſolliciteus in 


his enquiries: , However, he fill urged 
caution and calm procedure. He adviſed 
that ſome friends ſhould be ſent forward to 


the caſtle to declare the approach of Earl 
William. * This, faid he; will give an 


opportunity to Raymond toretire, without 


the ſhame of encountering the ſeverity of 
© his aſpect, who comes to drive him from 


his uſurped ſtate, agd without provoking 
$ thee to ſome raſh”! eed of ungoverned 


OO. | eee ICS. N | 
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5 ment. Ray mond is proud and inſulent; 


: 
. 
| 
| 
: 
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« paſſion, Then ' ſhall we follow; and 
peace joy and conjugal affe ction ſhall re- 

ceive thee.” The Earl approved his coun- 

fel; and conſented to the deſires of his 
eompanions, who prefled to be the harbin- 

Sers of his approach. Fhey initanily 

took their way: hilft Randolph difpatch- 

ed his meſſengers to ſummon tuch a num- 


ber of dependants as might afford an ho- 


nourable conduct to the Earl, together with 


the fair Jacqueline, who now came forth, 


not in her diſguiſe; but in a female garb, n 
_ the” not magnificent; yet beiter ſuited to 


diſplay her modeſt graces, and to give 
new luſter to her beauty. It was reſolved 


that for a few days they ſhould continue 
with the hoſpitable Kniglit; an interval 
tedious and diſtracting to the Earl, whoſe 


mind was filled with doubts and fears; 


impatient to know more than had already 


been received from the imperfect intelli- 


b ence of his hoſt, yet dreading tb hear 


N which waight ROE wound his 
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rHaTEVER ſadly- boding tho obts 
/ . were entertained by Lord Willam, 
little.did they correſpond with the weight 
of anguiſh, which, by this time, had op- 
preſſed his wife; in whoſe caftle, the in- 
lolence and cruelty. of Raymond and his 
creatures had taken their lawleſs, courſe, HL 
free from controul, His firſt appearance 
had been courteous and gentle, befitting a a 
noble viſitant: nor did he diſclole his pur- 
poſe till he had gained the fair opinion of the 
unſuſpecting counteſs. Love and wedlock, 
when firſt made his theme, lounded like 
notes jarring and diſcordant, to the ear 
exackly tuned to harmony : and when he 
urged his ſuit directly, a ſudden flood of 
| confeſſed” her inward emotion, ſuch 
tears as indignation and diſdain force from 
the eyes of diſtreſſed greatneſs, and high= 
born pride. Raymond ſtood amazed: 
and vain were his repeated. endeavours to 
- | compoſe. her diſorder. . At length her 
W | 1 thus found an utterance: And 
doſt thou know me: Ke Haſt thou ever 
| SER * heard . 
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heard that the greatneſs of foul which 


long train, of mighty anceſtry, is loſt in 


A ſince theſe arms embraced my honoured 


Plant 
. ©flave' hath flattered, thee with the lying 


think aet;” Yer,” 


© this thy purpoſe ) What could defend 


| not thy 


 {£hee with terror.“ 


diſtinguiſned my 


* hath invariably 


not yet elapſed, 


© me?—Ohe year ha 


* lord. But had the grave long ſince receiv- 
* ed him; Had time dried up my widow's 
© tears, thinkeſt thou that the widow of a 
agenet—But why talk I thus ?=How 
n thou ? What officious babbling 


©ſtory. that Lord William lives no longer; 
4 that the great light of England is extin- 

* guiſhed, and that Ray mond may now 
«riſe and ine t is falſe—I wilt not 
et will I hope for his 


return.” '8hvuld: Ne find thee here, (and 


Lord Raymond from his reſentment ? 
Fhou knaweſt': the, mighty ſpitit of Earl 
William. Fly this moment; and tempt 
fate. Nay, never frown | How 
| © would. one ſingle glance of his princely 
Deer confound that haughty confidence ? 
Know preſuming lord, Abet the lighteſt ' 
«probability: of his appearancefhould Ti ike | 
Thus ſaying, ſhe 
turned feornfully away; lovely*ever in her 
diſdain; and ſuddenly left her ſuitor in 
wonder” and confuſion: bg, deeply 
af ted by het beauty, to- Abet 18 this 
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rather forced, than was admitted to a ſe- 
eond interview. Earneftly did he urge his 


love, and with all the gentle eloquence of a 


ſincere and ardent paftion. Juſt to the de- 


ſerts of Earl William, he acknowledged 


his high worth, and his on inferior merit: 
but the hopes of his return, he treated as 
deſperate and unreaſonable, and exerted 


all his art to baniſn from her thoughts the 


memory of a man, whom fate had long 
ſince buried im eternal oblivion.—* Behold 

* this boy“ faid the Counteſs, claſping her 
young ſon: in him, ar leaſt, Saliſbury flill 


© lives. And never can his mourning wife” 
_ * refign the dear melancholy remembrance 


vof his greatneſs, while this precious pledge 


„of former love, this lively image of of 


© noble and honourable father, remains to 
ſooth her ſorrow. Behold him! ſee how 
* all the Pens dignity of William alrea- 
dy ſits diſplayed in his youthful front: and 


wonder not that Ela never can deſcend, 
to any other paſſion:” © 


FPhus obſtinate eee e eoun- | 


| tels ever added ſcorn and reproof to her. | 


denial inſulted tlie love, and ſtung the 


pride of Raymond; whoſe difgrace was 


foon no Tecretits his attendants. Of theſe, 
the firſt; and prineipal in his confidence, 


was a man nurtured in courts; long prac- 


tiſed in the arts of flattery, ind the ho- 


a . ö —— to watch the 
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looks, the ſmiles, the frowns of a ſupe- 
rior, to aid his pleaſures, to indulge his 
paſſions, 10 love, to hate, as he directed, 
with an obſequiouſneſs equalled only by the 
inſolence and oppreſſion which he dealt out 
| with unfeeling ſeverity to all beneath him. 
b Subtle and expert he was in the arts of 
| fraud and circumvention ;- ever attentive to 
| his own private intereſt patient, perſever- 
| ing, and ſagacious in the means of ad- 
| vancing-J. it, His name was Grey. To 
him Ray mond unboſomed his dilordered 
= - F621 lamented his deſpiſed love, and 
| the unrelenting pride of Ela, which threat - 
l ened to... blaſt, all his hopes of ambition. 
| The flat terer expreſſed the utmoſt indigna · 
tion, and as if the reſolution of the Coun- 
___ els, had been unwarranted. and injurious, 
injurious to the honour and dignity of Ray 
mond, he cenſured him with an artful ſem- 
blance of ſincerity and zeal, as if he him- 
ſelf had been the cauſe of his on fepulſe: 
He accuſed him of indulging the pre verſe- 
neſs and pride of this high dame, by the 
: "te and abjcc 3 of, his addreſleg. 
Ie perſuaded him that in this place he was 
now. e lord and inheritor, who ſhould 
command, and not entreat, graced as he 
Was by the royal favour, and ſupported by 
the power of klubert. The ſlighteſt hint 
Vas more than ſuſſicient to enſlame the pride 
of e He yielded entirely to the 
| n 
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t pleaſing deluſion; and already fancied him- 
ſelf abou) heir of the houſe of Salif- 

bury, and maſter of its ample domain. 
"The conditions on which the king had 
aſſented to his petition, were totally for- 
gotten: and he now determined to act 
agreeable to that high character, in which 
his imagination had arrayed him, and to 
extort that compliance to his wiſhes, which 


his ſollicitations could not obtain. Every 5 


thing was diſpoſed at his command; and 
the domeſtics and inhabitants of the caſtle 


taught to acknowledge a new lord. To 


the Countels he affected to appear, not as 
a humble loves, but an imperious ſove- 
reign maſter. Yet, awed by her dignity 
and beauty, he acted this part, not with- 
out conſtraint and ſhame; and ſtill repulſ- 
ed, and ſtill deſpiſed, he required all the 
artifice and flattery of Grey, to Mpport _ 
him in his. purpoſe. Yet this extraordi- 
nary change could not fail to alarm the 
fears of the counteſs. With ſurpriſe and 
-helpleſs indignation ſhe found herſelf the 


priſoner of her gueſt. Her uſual atten- 8 


.dants were removed; and new domeſtics 
| aligned, the creatures of her enemy, who. 
performed the due offices to her and to her 
infant ſon, not without reſpect and care, 
but with ſullen ſilence and reſerve: and 
all her words and actions were free to the 
obſervation of ſtrange and unfriendly 

„ „ 1 


her loſt protector. Sometimes ſhe a 


keepers. If Raymond ventured to appear 

in her preſence, (for ſtil] he dreaded the 
ſeverity of her frown) with wild diſmay, 
yet with the dignity of injured greatneſs, 
ſhe demanded an explanation of this my (- 
terious conduct: whilſt he only urged the 
neceſſity of an abſolute. compliance with 


his deſires, and left her agitated foul to di- 
vine the fatal conſequences of a refuſal. 


Sometimes ſhe endeavoured to expoſtulate; 


to ſpeak her wrongs boldly, and to menace: 


her oppreſſors; but tears never failed to 
betray her inward terror, and to diſcover a 
lively ſenſe of the weakneſs of her widowed 
ſtate. Sometimes ſhe called upon Lord 


Willam, and tormented herſelf with the 


remembrance of the virtues and renown of 


her ſon with an eager and paſſionate fond- 
neſs to her heart, and invoked every faint 


in heaven to fave the Precious creature,” For 


him much more anxious, than for her own 
fate, ſhe formed a thouſand” viſtonary 


ſcchemes to reſcue; him from the oppreſſor, 
Which, like fantaſtical dreams, vaniſhed, 


and left her to deſpair. Raymond, though 


inſolent and cruel, yet fill loved the un- 


happy Counteſs; nor could he behold her 


AJ diſtreſs without ſome | angs of remoiſe. 
| But his unrelenting minion was ever at 


hand, to condemn and deride his weakneſs 


28 he eme 1 and to N him that 
nothing 


* ; 
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: nothing but rigid authority and ſevere re- 
ſtraint could prevail upon the high mind of 
Ela, and reduce her to what his abandoned 
: flattery preſumed to call a reaſonable com- 
pliance. Thus was her reſolution ſtill af- 
e failed, and ſtill unconquered, „ 
nM But greater trials remained bo this un- 
* happy lady. Grey, whoſe mind was not 
l. diſcompoſed by paſſion, and who. thbught . 
; more cooly than his lord, ſeriouſly reflect- 
ed on the neceſſity of forcing. the Counteſs = 
to give her hand to Raymond, in order to 

_ eſtabliſh his rightful claim to an inheritanes, 
which promiſed ample. advantages to his 
creatures. | And when the proſpect of riches 
and rewards were preſented to his view, his 
rapacious ſoul inſtantly became deaf to all 
the calls of pity; nor was one ſentiment 
of humanity ſuffered. to inttude upon his 
mind. The enamoured Raymond grew 
more and more impatient; and every hour 
lamented the inflexibie ſpirit of the Coun- 
teſo, and her unalterable averſion te his 
love; His flatterer ſtill wore. a face of 
friendly anxiety and concern; and, as-if 
he lived only for his lord, ſeemed to feel 
the diſappointment as his own misfortune: 
and. expreſſad that earneſtneſs for conquer- 
ing this difficulty, with which men gene- 
rally purſue their private intereſts. Ray- 
mond was charmed with this ſpecious ſhew 
of zeal and ſincere affection. He called 
| TE > TR. | 
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him friend, guardian, and director; he la- 
viſhly promiſed wealth and honours; and 
entreated him to deviſe ſome means. of. ac- 
compliſhing his wiſhes. Grey ſeemed for 
a while immerſed in thought: then, as if 
ſuddenly recollecting himſelf, he aſſumed a 
look of confidence and exultätion. t 
cannot be! tus he exclaimed: This 
imperious : Counteſs eannot far ever prove 
© inſenſible to the inviting voice of joy and 
© happineſs. She ſees thy paſſion; | and 
would enflame it by this affected delay. 
or if her haughty. ſoul be reallunmoved, 
l * ſomething muſt” be thought of——Ray- 
mond muſt——yes, my, ever-t T 
1 Jord thou ſhalt poſſeſs her. Let me b 
„ favoured with thy confidence: ſubmit to 
3 "my direction. For ſome days ſhunt her 
© preſence, for there thy weakneſs is diſco- 
* vered. Rely on my ſervices; and 4 it 
8 my part to prevail upon her? — 
Go, ſaid Ray mond; to "you and to 
*' your conduatt implicitly reſignmy hopes. 
Prevail, and be great as thou canſt wiſh.” 
——Thus was the afflicted Counteſs given 
up to the hands of inſolence and cruelty, 
without help or friend, without counſel \ or 
8 3 . 
Inſtead of the man who@ arrogance was 
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which her beauty had inſpired him, Ela 
bau now before her; an unrelenting, unfee!- 


ing 


Ib pred by that reverence and love with 
| 
| 
| 


and of he 
chuſe Wheth — to appeaf as his conſort, 


Earl of SALISBURY. 101 


ing vaſſal;' in condition, ſuch as her ſoul 
diſdained to hold converſe with, and in 


temper baſe and brutal. He approached | 


her with a rude inſenhibility to her ſtate, 


and to her ſorrows. Inſtead of pleading 


re paſſion, or the merits'of his maſter, he 


proudly demanded her compliance. : He 1 


called upon her to confidÞhis power, and 
her own condition: that ſhe was no longer 
miſtreis in this ſtately caſtle, which, with 


all its wide extended-lands;. had devolved 
to 3 ; now the maſter even of her 
And that ſhe had only bo, 


all the luſtre that riches and royal rar 


can beſtow, or to waſte her ſolitary days": 


in grief and abject dependance. 
35 he Counteſs, though pierced with ſor- 
row, and ſenfible of her helpleſs condition, 


| ſarveyed- the rude minion in diſdainfal ſi- 
lence. He repeated his bold re monſtrances; 


yet nothing more could his importunities 


extort than a ſtern command to retire from 


her preſence. He obeyed'; but ſoon re- 


turned, and repeated” his Sai inſolence. 
In that; moment her young for appeared, 


and flew with eager and fond careſſes to his 


mother. At ſight of him, ſhe inſtantfy 
forgot her greatneſs: her grieſs burſt forth - 


in a ſudden and violent ſtream. She em- 
braced him with trembling arms: and the 


| bey, . unable to conceive the cauſe, 
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1 —8 paſſionately with the Counteſs. 
The, fight was pitiful and affecting; but 
the EY Grey felt only a ſhort-and 
tranſient ſurpriſe. * Is he thus dear l' ſaid 


dhe: know then, that his mother's obſtina- 
* may prove fatal to her ſon. The charge 


of him now belongs to Raymond. He 
© beſt knows how to defeat all future at- 
tempts. to diſpoſſeſs him of his rights. 


The. Counteſs. ſtarted up in ſpeechleſs 


amazement : and Grey turned from her 
with a ſullen menace; that henceforward 


her ſon ſhould. be a ſtranger togher arms. 


Stay!“ replied: the Counteſs, pale and 


trembling with terror and virtuous anger; 
hear me, cruel man Heavens l is it for | 
this that we are made priſoners within our 


on walls; ſhut up from ſociety and re- 


6 „lief p no acceſs for comfort or frieridſhipy 


© no, reſource, no ſupport for our helpleſs 


s innocence? And did the bloody purpoſe 


© ok a murderer lurk beneath his. courtly 


« ſmiles, when Lord Raymond firſt enter- 
ed our caſtle? And dreads he not venge- 


ance? Have the friends of William all pe- 
© xiſhed with him? —— At leaſt Heaven is 


oj our friend; and will repay the cruel deed. 


<, O14. there is a bleſſed angel ever ready to 


F © preſent. the cries of infant innocence be- 


6 Fre the throne of juſtice, and to implore 
F for;yengeance on the arm that hath been 

75 ee ant it ecke he our love? 
hs . 
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* Miſtaken lord !- little. doſt thou conceive: 
* thefatal conſequences of extorting a feign- 
ed conſent, when the heart is ſtill eſtrang- 
' ed. Cold indiffetence, diſtaſte, averſion, 

and loathing, ever watch round the bridal. 

„bed, and fright away all joy and ſocial 

conforts,——Seeks he our poſſeſſions? 

Take themYenyoy them freely] and let 

us retite to ſome feat of humble obſcu- 

rity; here no curious eye ſhall ever 
pierce through our receſs; Where the name 
of Saliſbary was never known or uttered 
by the voice of Fame. There ſhall my 
child labour withithe lowly peaſant: and 
* neves ſhall his mother betray the ſecret of 

* his birth, - Bat if his blood muſt be the 
55 horrid purchaſe O let Ray mond ſecure 
| his power and riches beyond the reach 
5 time or fortune. Let me too per 
ö Drive not all mercy from your he 
| but ſpare; me the dreadful fight. 
* child's! blood. No! let me be 
: * firſt victim of your cruelty.” 
Th ' Pity and humanity for a momę 
| the ruthleſs heart of Grey; bi 
they repelled. He ſternly ang; 
bs ſne and her ſon might yet be 
tte conditions were eaſy and honourable: 
but that diſdain and pride were no good 

| proofs of a mother's: tenderneſs: that the 

þ 


* J 


* 


t aſſailed = 


fortune of this boy was in her power, and 
Ws W ſhe e would be 
5.4. e 


' 
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the author of his ſufferings. ——Then call- 
ing the attendants, he commanded them to 
remove young William. His. mother fell 
upon her knees, ſtretching out her trem- 
bling arms in expreſſive ſilence: Fo her 
boſom the boy fled for refuge from his in- 
fant terrors; ſhe roſe, and elafped him to- 
her breaſt, devouring the dear object with 
eyes of frantic fondneſs. The miniſters of 
cruelty relented and heſitated: but Grey 
ſeverely repeated his command. They ſur- 
rounded the diſtracted mother and her 
weeping ſon; ſoon conquered: her feeble 
efforts to detain him, and tore him from 
her ſtruggling graſp. Her ſhrieks echoed 
through the caſtle, and wounded the af- 
frighted ear: till nature, harraſſed and 
exhauſted by contending with the vaſt 
aMiQticn, loſt its powers, and the Coun- 
teſs Jay pale and hfe leſs upon the ground. 
The tomult in her apartment had already 
reached the ear of Raymond, ho flew to 
enquire the caufe, and now came to be a 


SF | witneſs of her diſtreſs. He ſoon learned. 


the cauſe, end far from approving the 
cruelty of his minion, he received him 
with frowns and reproof. He ordered the 
female attendants to convey their affſicted 
lady to her couch, and with all tender 

cares to recall he dying ſenſes. ; Thither 
he himſelf fo 


dear ſon, and to calm her terrors: but ſhe 


had | 


followed, to reftore her 


— 


in her preſent danger. Should ſhe live, 


— 


Earl of SALISBURY. 1095 
had now no ear for comfort. The fever 
had already ſeized upon her; enflamed 
her eye, and raged in her boiling veins: 
Her diſordered fancy tormented her with 
killing images of terror; and his preſence 
added new force to her delirium. Ray- 
mond felt all the violence of Love and difs _ 
traction: and Grey ſtood aghaſt- This 
ſubtle minion laboured, firſt to appeaſe the 
reſentment of his lord, and then to give 
him comfort. He himſelf appeared moſt 
ſollicitous for there covery of the counteſs, 


although his wicked heart ſecretly exulted 


and at length conſent to accept of Ray» 


— 


mond for a buſband, his inſolence muſt 
then be remembered, and his lord taught 
ta deteſt the author of her ſufferings. Should 
ſhe ſtill - refuſe: to give her hand to Ray- 
mond, this lord could not long continue 
his oppreſſion, but muſt ſoon reſigu his un- 
. juſt pretenſions, and thus daſh all his own n 
hjpes of rich rewards. Nay, poſſibly his 


conduct might hereaſter meet a ſevere. pu- 


nihment. Tuus he reaſoned: and regard- 
ed her death as an event highly to be wiſh- 
ed. l. An infant heir might eaſily be diſ- - 
paſed of, and. Ray mond. inveſted with his 
rights without controul or oppoſition. Every 
hour flattered his hopes with deſperate ac- 
counts of Ela and. her alarming ſituation. . 
His art was exerted to the utmoſt, to di- 
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vert the attention of Raymond from her 
diſtreſs, to alienate his mind from a woman 
who had pre ſumptuouſſy inſulted his paſſion; | 
and to dazzle. him with the gay view of 
thoſe fortunes: which were now ready to 
_ crown his wiſhes. To enflame the pride of 
this lord, was his artifice and flattery prin» 
eipally directed. And, when he had warm- 
ed his imagination with proſpect of riches 
and magnificence; when he had worked up 
His pliant mind to the due pitch of inſo- 
lence and fierceneſs, he even dared to hint 
at the neceſſity of defeating all future 
— and with hardened calmneſs and 
indiffetence declared, that it mult be his 
own care prudently and ſecretly to diſ- 
poſe of young William. Nor did. Ray- 
mond, in his preſent temper, hear him 
with abhorrence or emotion. To ſuch in- 
conſiſtencies is the mind of man hurried 
by the tyranny of paſſions. He had juſt 
expreſſed the tendereſt pity for the Coun · 
teils; and now, when the determined vil- 
ain had propoſed to deſtroy her infant 
{on, he ſtarted not at the horrid counſel, 
9 his content. 
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Ur that pity which ils and intereſt- 
Bu: ed cruelty denied her, Ela now found 
ia her own (ex. Her principal female at - 
tendant, though the creature of Raymond, 
and by him appointed for her ſervice, had 
long beheld her ſorrows and maternal fond- 
neſs, with ſecret' grief and ſympathy, She. 
had, herſelf, been wife and mother, had 

elt and known theit endearments and cares.” 
Long had the wept in ſecret for the afflio- 
tions of her injured lady, and now attend- 
ed on her ſick couch, with all the fond 
zeal and concern. Which a woman's diſtreſs 
could excite in the gentle and feeling 
mind of woman. Her affection Was now 


undiſſembled (for her Lord enjoined: the 


moſt aſſiduous care, when the diſorder had 
firſt ſeized the Counteſs :) and that affec- 
tion was attended, with fucceſs, proporti- 
oned to its ardor and ſincerity. Nor time 
nor fatigue could abate her diligence and 
kind attention to a beloved miſtreſs, who 
long lay inſenſible of her goodneſs, ſhrink= 
ing timorouſly from the hand that pre- 
ſented relief. At length, however, na- 
ture appeared ſtill unconquered in this 
ſevere confl. ct. Reaſon began gradually 
to 8 its native ſear, and the Countels 
| — | Ns 
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Was reſtored to ſome compoſure. Elinor 


(fo was her attendant called) watched the 
happy moment when ſhe began to ſurvey 


the objects round her without diſtraction, 


to offer comfort and conſolation. She 
preſented her ſon, who. flood weeping by 


her ſide, to aſſure her of his ſecurity: and 
every office which duty and charity could 
dictate, ſhe buſily performed, to allay the 


violence of her malady, and to reſtore her 


languid ſpirit. The Counteſs, touched 


with her goodneſs, repaic her with the 


warmeſt expreſſions of regard and grati- 
| tude, Their affection was now mutual, and 
was ſucceeded by mutual confidence. 


Thus, even amongſt its enemies, did op- 
preſfed virtue ſo: far prevail, as to recon- 
eile one mind, and to attach one relenting 


heart, to its injured cauſe. Ela every hour 
experienced the happy effects of tender 
cafe. She had recovered fome degree of 


eaſe and ſtiength: oe had leiſure: to re- 
flect upon her. danger and difficulties : 


_ misfortune and ſolitude had effaced the 
proud thoughts of rank and greatneſs > 
and without reſerve the opened her ſoul 
to this attendant ; bitterly lamenting the 
ſeverity of her fate; who, tho“ ſhe num- 
bere? many and powerful friends, tho” 


her tortune and condition gave her the 


command of a. formidable band of vaſſals, 
pet by fou 


Etreachery was cut off from all. 
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relief, from all poſſibility of complaining, 
or petitioning, for deliverance, ſubjected to 
the will of inſolent and cruel enemies, and 
expoſed to all the diſtreſſes of captivity,. 
in that very place, Where ſhe was rightful 
miſtreſs: ſtrange reward for the ſervices 
of her great father, and her noble huſband! 
The attendant, with ardent prayers, and 
lively effuſions of. pityand tenderneſs, gave 
her lome ſlight: conſolation; but tho ſhe 
felt for her diſtreſs, ſhe ſeemed incapable 
of deviſing any reaſonable means of relief. 
Hope, patience, and ſuch like terms, 
which. found but harſhly in the ear of af- 
fliction, ſhe repeated with a warm but im- 
potent zeal; ſhe even ventured to hint at 
the expediency. of aſſuming an appearance of 
of leſs ſeverity to Lord Ray mond; of flat- 
tering. his fond expectations for a while: 
thus, to amuſe the buſy: and contriving 
malice of his creature, to gain ſome inter- 
val of caſe, ſome: happy. reſpite from per- 
ſecution.. Time and the interpoſition of 
beaven might then work; wonderfully for 
ber deliverance. But the ſoul of Ela flill 
tetained a dignity. ſuperior to the arts of 
difimulation. She ſtarted with abhorrence, 
at the thought of ſullying her bright fame 
by any ſuſpicious conduct, any ſemblance 
of unworthy condeſcenſion- Her high 
mind dwelt. with more pleaſure on the 
£ Hains thoughts of redreſs and ,venge- 
| ane. | 


ance. She reflected that the land ſtill con- 
tained many powerful friends to her loſt 
huſband, and to her noble houſe; ſhe hop- 
ed that nothing was neceſſary for her deli- 
verance, and for the puniſhment of her 
oppreſſors, but to inform them of her dan- 


gerous and diſtrefsful ſtate. Poſſeſſed 


with theſe thoughts, ſne conceived the bold 
deſign, of eluding the vigilance of Ray- 
mond, and of eſcaping to a religious houſe: 
there to take ſanctuary with her infant 
ſon, from thenee to repreſent to the King, 
the cruel inſult offered to the memory of 
his kinfnan and faithful ſoldier, and to 
demand redreſs of his and her own wrongs 
from the juſtice! of the throne, and the 


power of her friends. She took no pains 


to conceal theſe ſentiments; but freely 
eommunicated the deſign to Elinor, and 
entreated her aſſiſtance. She enlarged on 
the power and opportunities of rewarding 
her ſidelity, which ſucceſs muſt give her: 
ſhe laviſhly poured out gold and jewels. 
Go, ſaid ſhe, find among the depend- 
ants of this proud Lord, if there be cou- 
rage and humanity in any breaſt to favour 
a virtuous deſign. Here are rewards ! a 
ſmall portion and but an earneſt of that 
munificence with which my gratitude ſhall 
repay the benefit.“ The attendant at firſt 
ſeemed aſtoniſned at the boldneſs of the 
attempt :whilft the Counteſs renewed her 
WY ſollicita- 


e 
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ſolleitations, a new and ſudden thought 
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ſeemed to ſtart to life within her mind: 


but before ſhe could give it utterance, their 


cenverſation was interrupted ; and Elinor 
commanded to attend inſtantly on Lord 


Raymond. She departed with a look, 


which aſſured the Counteſs of her unalter= 


able attachment; but did not entirely diſ- 


fipate her terrors. Theſe were inſtantly 
ori at the alarm of every thing new 
and unexpected. | 
A long interval of ſuſpence encreaſed 
her anxiety: at length however the faithful 
attendant returned, and with a chearful 
aſpect. Deareſt | Lady,” ſaid ſhe, the 
6 bleſſed ſaints ſeem to eneourage us to 
* the bold attempt of eſcaping from theſe 

walls. Lord Raymond hath appointed 


his Knights to make ready in three days - 


to accompany him to the neighbourin 


woods; there, to purſue the chaſe. He 


* hath enquired of your health: and is 
© pet ſuaded that you continue ill at eaſe. 
„He hath enjvined the exacteſt care and 
© vigtlance in his abfence, and particularly 
that none be ſuffered to approach your 
* chamber, but in my- preſence and by 


my appointment. The command of 


the caſtle is to be committed to my 
© brother: and ſtrict ward to be main- 
© tained.” But he is no friend to oppreſ- 


4 ban. [ have already founced, and find 


him 
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him apt to our purpoſe.” Ela paſſion» 
ately .entreated that this man ſhould... be 
brought before her: hut ſoon recolieting 
the neceſſity . of. avoiding all ſuſpicion, ſhe 
contented herſelf with intruſting .19.Elinor 
- the important charge of prevailing on 
him. Into her hands ſhe carneftly. gave 
up all her ſtore of Wealth: and the good 
attendant prudently and faithfully. * 
ploy ed ſuch part of it as was neceſfary 
confirm the wavering reſolution 2 
brother. She prevailed, and returned with 
de pleaſing tielings that he had conſented 
to follaw the, fortunes of. the Counteſs, 
and. to. eiae the approaching occaſion to 
convey her and her young ſon to any place 
& ſafety... In the mean time ſhe, adviſed 
that Ela: ſhould ſtill continue the appear- 
ance of malady and weakneſs, and pati- 
ently wait the happy moment of her deli- 
verance. The ey es of this lady brightened 
up; with joy and pleaſure, and her breaſt. 
laboured with, the violent emotions of gra- 
titude. Gracious powers J. Aus her 
paſſions. forced their way) Is this the 
© vaſſal of an unjuſt. oppreſſor b This the 
a agent of tyranny. and cruelty ?, Say, 
« whence bath thy gentle manners been ſo 
© ftrangely aſſociated, with ſavage. pride, 
W and uſurpation; - Wbence hath thy good- 
Sneſs and affection been choſen by Lord 
« Raymond to miniſter to his e 
| Who 
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* Who; art thou, that feeleſt my aMiCtion, 
and art thus kindly ſolicitous for my 
„relief?“ The ſattendant wept, and thus 

returned anſwer o the enquiries. of the 

Countels. 


8 * 0 5 ie. 


5 Wir: Se: ov I beheld; and 

I etter fortune have Lexperienced:T 
-% had a huſband; lady, brave and honeſt - 
* ſon too; trained to arms, and exerciſed 
ein deeds of war.— 


—But heaven was 
* pleaſed to take them from me. Here 


her grief broke forth with ſtill greater vio- 


lence, and redoubled the attention of the 


Counteſs; nor did fhe ſoon. recover: ſuch © 


caſe as enabled her! to. deen in. the fol. 


lowing; manner. 


* Our a was in «he eighbour- ö 
hood of Nottingham, where we lived in 

Peace, removed from the cares of great- 

neſs, and the bitterneſs of diſtreſs. My 


_ huſband was loving; Edmund our only 
child, the delight of our eyes, and com- 
fort of our advancing years. Tho bred | 
* to arms, he was mild and gentle, and 


tho“ nurtured in the humble vale of life, 


he was brave and generous. Even from 
his infant years, he had conceived, an 


. * affeQion. for the RPE (ſhe too the 
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only child) of a neighbouring Franklin, 
which grew! with their ripening age; 
nor was condemned or controuled. The 
fond parents beheld this youthful pair 
of lovers with ſecret joy; and hoped, 
in them, to tranſmit their names and 
Üttle inheritances to ſucceeding times. 
Tney were: betrothed, and but waited 
for 5 boly benediction to crown their 


Land 


; „ withss ; when war and tumult began to 
rage in England. John was then our 


king: he had ſubmitted, and was re- 
coneiled to the hey Aather.:: 'Hechad at- 


tempted to recover his dominions in 
France; but, abandoned by his diſcon- 
tented Nobles, he returned tochis king- 
dm, ful of vexation and revenge. 
AKh, Lady! httle doth the high born 


— 
5 
* 
* 
0 


_ Courtier-or the powerful Lord conceive 
of that weight of miſery which public 
diftentions heap upon the lowly ſubject 
The King marched like an a e ee 


the land, ſpoiling and ravaging the eſtates 


of his wayward Barons. He arrived at 
Nottingham; where my Lord of Can- 
terbury, at length, prevailed to ſtop this 


SOD ME DI ES 


unfriendly progreſs.” He continued here 


for (ome-times: big followers, ſecure in 
his protection and enriched by his bounty, 
little regarded the ſevere limits - which 
* taws prefetibe. Gay revellers they ; who, 
"Wl 'of mirth and diſport, mT the 
time 
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time in ſong and dance with courtly 
dames. One of theſe glittering minions 
«© of royal favour perchance caſt his wan- 
ton eyes on Edyth, the, maid de e 
© to: my fon. Accurſed be the hour, 
* which he diſcovered, and was ee, 
* with her beauty! He courted her in 
* gentle guiſe, with fair ſemblance of re- 
ſpect and decent love: he. dazzled her 
with the view of coſtly gifts; he pro- 
© miſed much, he ſighed: often, and ſome- 
times wept ; but all fruitleſs were his en- 
dea vours to conquer the integrity of this 
* honeſt. maiden, Yet nat entirely dif- 
© pleaſed at his flattering arts, | ſhe liſtened _ 
© without terror or abhorreace; whilſt yet 
* his purpoſe was not directly avowed ; 
© and ſometimes, yielded to his courteſy, 
© ſuffered lim to l-ad her forth, and to 
amuſe her ear with tales of courtly plea-. 
* fures and ſplendor. The jealous anxiety * 
„of Edmund ever watched their ſteps at 
* wary diſtance ; *titl at length, when this 
* incautious maid had been conducted fo 
* a ſecret path, when ſhe ſuadenly found 
her helpleſs innocence at the mercy of a 
luxurious courtier; when he boldly preſt 
his ſuit, and attempted to force her, 


: trembling and diſmayed, to his wicked 


5 pu rpoſe, her piercing ſhrieks ſoon ſurn- 
© moneed a faithful deliverer to her ſide. 
8 * Edmund, mad with rage and jealouſy, 


4 * fatally | 
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*fatally ſmote the reviſher; and careleſsly 
leaving him weltering in blood, con. 
©veyed away his Edyth, who had fainted 
wich terror and ſurpriſe, and ſafely de- 
poſited his heart's dear eee in her. 

8 father's dwelling. 
An event like this was not to ee 
© cealed: nor did the unhappy youth, now 
mad with paſſion, and deaf to the calls 
© of prudence, fear to avow- his bloody 


* deed; freely and publicly. Soon was 


ehe body, diſcovered; and ſoon was Ed- 


mund ſeized; and! dort from his frantic 
| * miſtreſs... An armed band hurried him 


away, with, loud and tumultuous de- 


*:nunciations of vengeance; when happily 


* the King, now returning from the ehace, 


* deſeried the rout, and diſpatehed an at- 


© tendant to demand the cauſe of ſuch 
© diforder.: Of this he was inſtantly in- 
formed: and 2unous to learn the occa- 


ian of ſuch a preſumptous. violence 


upon his officer, to view the man who 


© even. boaſted of "his. outrage, he ordered” 


5 eriminal to be brought before him. 


My ſon was now led forward and as he 
eee to caſt himſelf at the feet of 


© his Liege, the fiery beaſt” which the 


6 King beſtrode, frightened at the tumult, 


6 began to; ſtart and rear up with ungovern- 


able wildneſs. The attendants inſtantly 
2 alighted 3. but before they could 25 


* it: 81 . . 1 their 
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their falling maſter, Edmund had buſt 
© like lightening | from. the hands of his 

guards, broke his fall, and remounted 
< him. This zeal and vigour were beheld 
+ with wonder and ſecret applauſe. The 
king himſelf was by no means unaffec- 
« ted. by the incident. His looks grew 


4 [eſs ſevere; and in a tone, not angry, but 


« majeſtical grave, he demanded to know - 
„Who he was, and what had. prompted - ' 
him to this act of blood, My ſon. 
< kneeled before him, modeſt but not ab- 
ject; and with an ingenious plainneſs 
and freedom, related the unhappy cauſe 
* that had provoked him to this outrage : 
© his love to the bet:othed maid; the arts 
and treachery to which ihe had been ex- 
© poſed ; the horrid attempt of violation; 
< and this own fatal encounter with the 
* King's officer. In a word, he acknow- 
©ledged:the crime, and with decent bold- 


* nefs declared bimſelf reſigned to the 


„puniſnment, and prepared to yield up his 


«forfeit life. The King liſtened with at- 
e tention, and in the natural and unaffected 


* narrative ſaw the full proof of all that 


had been alledged. With a ſudden 


„ warmth, he ſwore by the foot of God, 
(his uſual oath) that his ſervant. had de- 
© ſervedly met his fate; that Edmund was 
a brave youth, and merited not only 

pardon, but reward; and that . 


c * ward 


P 
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* * , 5 2 8 


118 L oN GS W OR b, 


< ward he ſhould be his ſoldier. The Wit. 
e neſſes of this ſcene were not flow to ap- 
*plaud the ſentiments of their ſovereign. 
They vied with each other in their prai- 
©'ſes of my ſon, whoſe Youthful breaſt was 
© but too ſuſceptible of their impreſſions, 
Ho happy did we then efteem ourſelves, 
«when we ſaw our child reſcued from de- 
e ſtruction, graced with the royal favour, 
 * andentruſted with an honourable com- 
mand! To us he paid his filial duty ; 
© then flew to the beloved Edyth, to com- 
* fort her ſorrow and revive her | ſpirit, 
conſounded and depreſſed by the late 
event. Of her, he took a tender leave, 
« with aſſurance of invariable fidelity, and 
© paſſionate vows of ſpeedy return to com- 
« plete his happineſs; then departed to 
perform the duties of his new charge. 
But we were not as yet totally bereft of 
© our darling object; ſome intervals he 
© found for brief, yet frequent Viſitings; 
to delight us with] the accounts of his ad- 
vaneing fortune. So compleatly was he 
© now poſſeſſed. with the thoughts, of war 
© and ee ſo elevated and tranſported 
6 "BY the view of courtly ſplendor, and the 
© gay promiſes of youthful ambition, that 
© ove ſeemed to hold but a ſecond place 
- Exithin his mind: and the Fifi and halt- 
6 ſuppreſſed tears of Edyth, : ſometimes 
« . her jealous fear of his eftrange- 
* ment. 
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00 ment. He ſaw, and 'chid her unjuſt 
4 ſuſpicions :: to allay them, he prophſed 
4 that the holy Father ſhould .inftantly 
„ unite their hands: Their nuptials were 
ſudden; and their conjugalendearments, 


© alas} too ſoon interrupted by aur 
© ſon's neceffary attendance on his royal 


-f:mafter. © © 8 


he land was now dae with: all 


_ the-calamities of civil war. A ſecond 
time had the bold Barons put on their 
* armour, and collected their vaſſals againſt 
John. My huſband, altho' he had already 

ſſuffered in their cauſe, yet ſtil} adhered 

- * with-an obſtinate integrity to that fide 


which he deemed the great bulwark of 


0 his country. He earneſtly preſt young 
ov Edmund to abandon the ſervice of a 


rince whole favour was precarious; ſud- 


5 «Healy and capriciouſly beftowed;' and 


as ſuddenly and capriciouſly: withdrawn. 


But was heard with reluctance and aver - 
_*fion, He urged the ſolid comforts: of 
honeſt poverty and contentmeat; he 


called it ſhameful (forgive me, Lady, if 


his homely ſentiments. offend): to unite. 
with rapacious foreigners, and to em- 


* brue his hands in the blood of countrymen 


and brethren. . His ſon was ſtill unmov- 
+ <td, and to all his arguments oppoſed one 


* plea, his for feit life, and the vaſt debt of 
. 5 he owed the King. A father's 


* authori ty 
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authority was then exerted. He was 


commanded upon his filial obedience, tb 
* attend, on the confederated lords; the 
'*terrors of divine vengeance were de- 
© nounced on his undutifubobſlinacy./- He 
heſitated; but the flattering Pee Qs of 
"ambition. at length prevailed... He for- 


got the ſubmiſſion due to a parent 8 au- 


I thority ; fulbof gay hopes and impatient 
f controul; he heftened away to {ſerve 
© his ſiege lord, whilſt my huſband, irri- 
* tated 85 his diſobedience, pronounced 
_ © ſomething like a curſe upon his unhappy 
© ſon, and followed: the ſtandard of Willt- 
am de Albinet the commanding; Baron. 
Thro' the courſe of theſe unhappy 
+ conteſts, Edmund encreaſed in honour; 
2 and ſtill more and more approved his ac- 
tive valour. It is too well known with 
Vhat ſhameful diſregard to the protecti- 
4 on of their adherents, the Barons ſuffer- 
ed a number of the moſt faithful, to their 


-< cauſe to be ſhut up within the caltle; ef 


C Rocheſter, and to be ſorely pteſt by the 
* 7305 al army, while they themſelves rioted 
<in London. In a fatal hour Edmund 
as commanded to the liege of this caſtle. 


O Lady! a few words are ſufficient fer 
the reſt of his ſad ſtory. How doth. the 


<£ dreadful remembrance pierce my. afflicted 
heart! Many deeds of manhood did he 
2 c atehieve and oftentimes did he repel the 


— 


| | deſperate 
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5 deſperate valour of the beſieged. At the 
© head of a ſmall party, he at length ven- 
tured too raſhly to approach the caſtle 
walls; and was ſuddenly encountered by 
1 large body of the enemy. The con- 
f * teſt was obſtinate and bloody: but: his 
. Wl © affociates were borne down by numbers; 
and left him, as they yielded, ſingly 
t engaged with a ſoldier, . whoſe' ſword: 
2 © threatened: deſtruction. They ruſhed 
: upon each other, they cloſed, they re- 
1 © doubled their deadly blows; 2 at 
Y 
buy 


length a well directed ſtroke” from the 
arm of Edmund fell upon the front of 
* his antagoniſt, cleft his beaver, and 
© uncovered his wounded head. Edmund 
« fkarted 1. ſtood aghaſt! uttered ſome: con- 
fuͤſed ſounds of horror! How can I ſpeak 

© it he ill-fated : youth———Y fer 

ever accurſed be ee of every 
* civil ſtrife! ——had. ſmote his father“. — 
Here the diſorder of the unhappy mother 
Hopped' ber voice. The, Counteſs was! 
ſcarcely leſs affected : ſne trembled, as if 
witneſs of the horrid. ſeeae: and Elinor at 
length proceeded thus. 

My. huſband, ſtunned and” PEN was 

5 * linking down ; when Edmund ſeized him 
ein his“ arms, and gently laid him upon 
* the earth. He kneeled- before him, in 
* all the enen of anguiſh and diſtracti- 
on. His lamentations were loud and 
Vol., I. W wild; 
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: wild; and earneſtly did he implore for 
4 ' pardon ; and bitterly did he curſe his 


4s. 


own fatal error. The languid eyes of 
. his father were fixed kindly upon him; 

his faultring voice ſpoke forgiveneſs.” And 
* now-was Edmund preparing to bind up 
his wound, and to convey him to ſome 
Place of ſafety and relief, when the noiſe 
* of tumult and rout grew loud. He turn- 


ed his head haftily, to learn the cauſe; 


and, in that fatal moment, received a 
© ſhot from a creſsbow full in his brain. 
The ſon ſunk down by the fide of the 


bleeding father; the routed, and the 


© purſuers (a party of the royal army who 


had come to the ws 4m of their aſſociates) 
© trampled upon t 


eir bodies. Edmund 
had at once expired with a groan. My 
C huſband lived but to relate the dreadful 


"Here the attendant fFiogoled to ſup- 
preſs her forrow. Not fo the gentle Coun- 
teſs. Her tender mind was deeply pierc- . 
ed; and freely was her pity uttered. — 


28 Thus, faid Elinor, ' in one accurſed hour, 


was 1 bereft of all my comfort. The ca- 
© lamity was too great for my weak heatt 
* to bear. AT he relation inſtantly confuſed 
2 a nd deprived” me of reaſon. 
Weontinue in a melancholy in- 


EY, ſenſibility to my diſtreſs, and perhaps, 


6 * heaven was kind in thus afflicting me. 
. * When 


When time, and a brother's tender care, 
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had at length reſtored my difordered 
* ſenſes, I learned, that the wretched | 
Edy th had been ſeized with the pangs of 
* untimely childbirth, had with pain and 


*<:foarrow given her lifeleſs burden to the 


„light, long languiſhed' in ſickneſs and 


grief; and was at length retired to a 


religious houſe, there to end her wretch- 
ed days. And there were they ſoon 
© ended. I myſelf had been deſpoiled of 


all. my poſſeſſions, by the fury of civil 


war, in which both parties were equally 
© incenſed agaiaſt my huſband or my ſon. 
© Reſcued from death, and ſupported by 
the kindneſs of my brother, the vaſſal” . 
of Lord Raymond; him have I followed, 
and by his means ha ve I been placed here; 

ready to obey our Lord in all humble 

* and honeft duties: but we have not yet 


learned to be the baſe inſtruments of 


oppreſſion. Here ſhe pauſed and wept, 
The Counteſs laboured to comfort, and to 


| inſpire her with hopes Of better fortune; 38 


repeated her aſſurance of favour and pro- 
tection; and earneſtly declared, that to 
be happy, ſhe had but to extricate a grate- 


ul miſtreſs from her pre ſent res. 
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FH E long: wiſhed! for day at length 

appeared, When Ray mond and; his 
Knights were to. ſue. forth, and; Oſwald 
the brother of Elinor was. to be. warder of 
the caſtle. The time and manner of eſcape 
had been duly concerted. The garb of 

an humble domeſtic had been provided for 
the Counteſs: in which, diſguiſe, ſhe, to- 
gether with her ſon and faithful woman, 
were to be conveyed thro? a poſtern gate, 
which led to a neighbouring wood: there 
was Oſwald, to provide horſes, and from 
thence to conduct them to a religious houſe, 
which had been enriched by the pious 
bounty of Ela, in her more proſperous 
days: and where ſne now. hoped to find 
due regard, and inviolable ſanctnary. The 
day was ſpent in preparation; in fears and 
hopes, and anxiety, At length the mid- 
hour of night approached, the hour ap- 
pointed for departure. Olwald by means 
of a truſty ſervant had placed his horſes 
in the wood; and had fo ſtationed his men 
as to pre vent them from being witneſſes of 
his deſign. The Counteſs had put on her 
diſguiſe, embraced her ſon, and delivered 
him to the hand of Elinor, Their con- 
ductor led them cautiouſly and ſilently 

Ws | Mts thro⸗ 
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thro' the caſtle. They had paſſed the 
gate, and were now ſtretching towards the 
wood with more enlivefied ſteps, when the 
'fhritl found of a horn proceeded from the 

_ vther ſide of the caſtle, and proclairtied 
the approdch of ſome knight or ſtranger. . 
Oſwald ſtarted, the women trembled; the 
fourid was loudly repeated, and returfied 
from the adjacent hills. When Ofwald, 
markitig where the fall moon diſcloſed. 4 

beaten path, and phifiting towards the 
w3od, early: preſt them to bend their 
botirſe thither Without fear or Heſitation, 
und there to Wait His doming; Which he 
Pprornifed fnhould be ſpeedy. He ſpoke of 
tne preferit ularm as of no moment, but 
declared himſelf reſolved to learn the oc- 

. exfion of it. They öbeyed Aud. lie re- 
turned into the caſtle: where he appeared _ 
6pportynely to prevent ſuſpicion or Yetec- 
tion. The domeſtics were all rouled, and 
ſome had already mounted the battlements 
to demand, who, at this dead hour, Had 
àpproached the caſtle, and on wllat oœca- 
fon? They were anſwered, that there 
ſtdod two perſons at the gates diſpatched 
by Hubert chief juftieiary, to Lord Rays 
mond on eſpecial affairs; that they had 

deen miſguided, ahd wandered thre the. 

country until night had overtaken tien: 

; that at length they Had recovered the true 

„ peach, und that their fatigue required im- 
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mediate entrance and refreſhment. By the 
command of Oſwald, they were admitted 
and entertained with due courteſy. He, 
tho*-determined to abandon the -fervice of 
Raymond, and impatient to -rejoin the 
_ Counteſs and her ſon, yet could not reſiſt 
the deſire of conferring with theſe meſſen- 
gers; and eſpecially when he learned from 
one of them, who ſeemed of inferior qua- 
lity, that they brought ſome intelligence 
about Lord Saliſbury. . He invited this 
man to refreſh. himſelf with wine (for the 
other had retired to reſt.) He entertained. 
him with all. hoſpitable. kindneſs, : and 
from him learned, that but a little time 
hnce, ſolemn juſts and tournaments had 
been held, at the Engliſh court, in which 
2 young knight of France (induced, as he 
declared, by the fame of the gallant nobles 
of Britain) had appeared, and diſtinguiſhed: 
himſelf by his proweſs and courage. That 
the King and his courtiers had received 
bim with all due honours: that in ſome 
converſations, he had lamented the fate of 
an Engliſn Lord known in both realms. 


buy the name of Saliſbury: who, as he 


was informed; had been purſued by adverſe 
fortune in Poidtou, obliged to fly before 
his enemies, abandoned by his few atten- 
dants, and accompanied only by a fair 
fans there were to. fear that he had periſned. 


and noble lady; and that too ſtrong .rea= 
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Oſwald heard him with a violent yet well- 
diſſembled emotion; and having prevailed 
on him to retire, pauſed, tho? ſtill anxious 


| to ſeek the Counteſs, and debated. within 


his mind, whether he ſhould. communicate 
this intelligence or no. As he was not ſuf- 
ficiently acquainted with the refined and 
exalted ſentiments of noble minds, he con- 
_ cluded that the hopes of her Lord's return 
were Ela's only motive for receiving the 
_ -addrefles of Lord Raymond with. ſuch fe- 
verity and abhorfence, and that any aſſu- 
rances of his death muſt detetmine her to 
accept the tenders of his love: he there- 
fore reſolved freely to declare what he had 
juſt now heard; and hoped that ſhe might 
thus be prevailed on to abandon the de- 
ſign of flying, and to return to her caſtle. 
The domeſtics were now ſeparated ; and 
filence and tranquility again. reſtored: 
when Oſwald again iffued forth, ſtill firme- 
ly reſolved to obey the commands of-the 
Caunteſs, whatever theſe might be, and 


D 


faithfully to follow her fortunes, ſhould ſne 


be ſtill refolute to tempt the dangers ok 
flight. He found her at the. appointed 
ſtation impatient of his tedious abſence, 
and almoſt ſinking under the terrors of 
night and ſolitude. Elinor ſat by her fide, 
fill more diſmayed; ſupporting her young 

_ fon, and ſhielding him from the damp. 
air whilft he lay compoſed in peaceful 
32,2338: 02 Tos 4 1 ſleep: 
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Deep. The moon was haſtening to her 
decline; and threatened to involve them in 
all the horrors of darkneſs; when their 
lang expected protector. at length appeared 
to relieve their diſtracting fears. He briefly 
related the occaſion of his delay; the ar- 
rival of theſe meſſengers, and the diſ- 


courſe which he had held with one of them. 


The bare mention of intelligence about 
Lord William, raiſed an univerſal agitati- 
on in the Counteſs. The melancholy air 
which Oſwald aſſumed, encreaſed her 
terror and impatience: nor had he yet 
finiſhed his relation, when the blood de- 
ſerted the cheeks of Ela. She cloſed her 
eyes, and died away. Elinor ſhrieked, 
'Ofwald ſupported her; but their cares were 
a long time ineffeckual. At length, the 
Counteſs raiſed her languid front, and 
"breathed a heart- felt High. He was then 
* diſloyal ?-ſaid ſhe:— A noble lady 
as ſhe noble ?——But alas, | fear, 

heaven hath (ſeverely puniſhed his guilt.” 
Oſwald now perceived his own imprudence, 


and would have offered comfort: but the | 


Counteſs was wholly;engaged by her own 


forced the danger of her preſent ſituation, 


and the neceiſity of ſpeedy departure: but 
no attention could he gain. At length, 
turning ber ſadly ſtreaming eyes flowly up- 


on him; No, my friend! faid ſhe © theſe 
2 „ * -_- * languid 
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„fort to my depatting ſpirit: 
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6 languid. limbs muſt here find their 
© grave.——Yet——it were. a bleſſing to 
end my days i in the manſionsof devotion} 

© to Hear the reverend father ſpeak comms 
But, I 
cannot this frame is os feeble :. the 
kind of death prefles. too ſeverely upon 
me. 0 friends! if ever your. hearts. 


knew pity; look upon that boy. He was 


© not born to this. wretchedneſs: he hath. 
« fill noble friends. If you would at- 
tone to heaven for your. offences, ſave 
© him; « Cotivey | him quickly from. the 
© power. of his enemies. Seek the place 
appointed for our retreat; there ſave 
oyoualeives! and bim: there ſhall the 


„friends of his houſe: find him reſcued 


* from cruelty and uſurpation-: they ſhall 

protect aid defend him; they ſhall aſſert 
© his rights and reward your fidelity. 
Fhefe jewels, theſe treaſures. ſhall re- 
ward you. My fon ſhall live to re- 


*ward you: '—Elinor, kneeling before her 


with weeping eyes and. lifted hands, earneſt- 


ly entreated her to collect her ſpirits and 


to purſue her intended flight: uttering the 
moſt ardent and paſſionate vows that fear 
or forc& ſhould never drive. her from er 
beloved: miſtre s. If T am beloved, 
fwd the chunteſs, ſhew me thy lde g 
Land ſave my child. Think not of me. 


92 * can die here: and ſome charitable hand 


SS | nes þ | 
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may perhaps be found to cloſe my eyes 


© in peace.“ Here ſhe again fainted , nor 


could all the tender care and follicitude 
exerted. to relieve her, reſtore her to life 


and ſenſe... Elinor hung weeping over her: 


OQlwald: was diſmayed and diſtracted : he 
| ſaw the danger of this raſh enterprize, 
and could think of no reſource: he would 


have conſulted: with his ſiſter; but her 


mind was engaged only by her miſtreſs. 
He ſuddenly called to his attendants, who 
till continued at ſome diſtance with the 
horſes: one of theſe he mounted: the 
Counteſs was raiſed up and placed re- 
elining in his arms. Thus he ee 
gently towards a cottage which lay a 


_ ſome ſmall diſtance; whoſe charitable "og 


| habitants roſe at the noiſe of benighted 
' travellers, and admitted them. The Coun- 
teſs wag diſpoſed upon their humble couch, 


and nom once again recovered from ber 


trance. She thanked the tenderneſs of the 
afflicted Elinor: then calling to Olwald, 

with hands and eyes raiſed. to heaven, ſhe 
earneſtly conjured him by all his hopes of 


ſuture: happineſs, to fly with her fon to; 
| ſanctuary ; to proclaim his and her wrongs: 


and pai ticularly to ſeek the protection of 
the- Lord de Warren. his father's. noble 
nend; who would: receive and ſhield his 


belpleſs ! innocence, aſſert his rights, and 
controul his oppreſſors. Of herſelf ſne 
en | ſpoke 
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ſpoke with indifference ;_ as a perſon on the 
point of finding refuge from her enemies 


in the arms of death. Oſwald was fo per- 
tuaded : he regarded her preſent languid 


ſtate as the laſt ſad period of her life; and 


looking tenderly upon his ſiſter, ſeemed to 
with that ſhe could fly from the reſent- 


ment of Lord Raymond. But focn were 
his tlioughis checked by the zralous decla- 


rations of this friendly matron, that no 


fear of power, no threats of puniſhment, 


no motive Whatever. ſhould prevail upon 
her to abaridon.her dear miſtreſs: ſhe urged 


him to ebey her commands with ſpeed, 
and to leave them to the protection of 
heaven. he honeſt heart of. Olwald was 
affected: in a paſſionate fit of zeal, he de- 


elared himſelf ready to fly. with young 
William. The anxious mother thanked 
him with fer looks: ſhe claſped her ſon 
with a feeble but tender embrace ;. and lift - 


ing: her eyes devoutly towards heaven, 


cammended him to the protection of all the 
holy angels. His looks confeſſed his in- 
fant fear, when ſhe dehvered him to his 


conductor. He wept, and was conveyed 


away, Some few tears dropped from: the 
Counteſs. but the recollection of his eſcape, 
and. the hopes of his- preſervation,. ſoon 


gave comfort» to her affl ted mind, and. 


animated. her with new-life and ſpirit. - Her - 


. eyes were lighted up anew; her voice leſs 


faltering, 
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faltering, and her frame leſs languid. She 


now ſeemed; to defy her oppreſſors, and 
declared herſelf ae to aſſume her 


Nghtful authority and ſtate; to act as 


miſtreſs of her cafile and domain, | in open: 
defiance of the bold intruders. By the 
daun of morning, | ſome peaſants were dif- 
_ Patched to the cafile to give notice of her 


Preſent ſituation, and to order ſuch conve- 


niencies as were neceſſary for her removal. 


A litter together with the proper atttend- 


ants was ſoon ſent for this purpoſe. Eli- 
nor, {hl faithſul to her charge, waited: on 
the ſide of her beloved lady: who now 


again entered her on ſtately hall, and was 


laid with care and tender offices of- ny 
* her own > Couch. "tes 


8 E C *. * 


N the mean time, . oread 
among the. domeſtics. Morning diſ- 


a 3 the defertion of Ofwald:; and 


ſcaree ly had meſſengers been diſpatched: to 
inform Lord Raymond of this event, and 


the arrival of the two ſtrangers, when they 
learned the ſituation of the Counteſs; and 


were directed to conduct ber back to her 


apartment. A ſecond; meſſage was in- 
- ſtantly diſpatched: to their Lord, with this 


appeared 


nn intelligence: and, ere long, he 
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red in view, goaring the ſides of his 


courſer, whilſt a few attendants ſtretched 


alter him at ſome diftance, in vain ſtriv- 


ing to keep pace with his impatience. He 
entered the caſtle with looks wild and dif- 


ordered; and flew towards the apartment 
of the Counteſs ; but Was ſtopped by ſome 
of her maidens, who were directed to inform 
him thut her preſent weakneſs and malady 
required reſt, and could not permit him to 
approach. He.called for Elinor, who ap- 
peared before him trembling. He ſternly 


teproached-her with preſumptuous treache- 


ry and: diſobedience; and demanded to 
know where her brother lay conczaled, 

whither and for what purpoſe he had fled. ; 
Elinor ſtill trembled and was filent : Ray- 
mond thundered out terrible denunciations 
of vengeance; when the Counteſs, who 
heard his rage from the adjacent chamber, 
ſuddenly ſent to defire his preſence. He 
ruſhed-in- with glaring looks of fury and 
diſtraction; when riſing her head gently 
from her pillow, Ela thus accoſted him. 


Proud Lord, thy power is at an ende 
2 "OW above thy oppieſſion; Fam haſten- 


ing to the Manſion of peace. My ſon 
ne Ves! that honeſt man has con- 
* veyed him to the neighbouring monaſtery, 
* whofe:. hallowed ſanctuary ſhall protect 
© hind from thee and thy minions: his 
3 : thay * canſt not force thy Way. 


47 > 
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< Thence, ſhall -our- wrongs be boldly and 
 *4oudly echoed thro' the land, and ſoon 


* ſhall the / noble friends of Saliſbury appear 
to end thy uſurpation, to ohaſtiſe thy 
© miniſters of cruelty, and to revenge the 

1 injuries done even to the meaneſt of 

Ela's attendants.— Thus ſpeaking, 


ſhe turned away with marks of ſcorn; 


again techined her head, nor deigned the 


leaft regard to his extravagant expreſſi - 
ans of 'vexation and ſurpriſe. He burſt 
away in mad: diferder and confuſion : he 
ranged wildly thro? the gallaries; ſtarted, 
and enteavoured:.to collect, his thoughts 


and allax his paſſions: curſt his on raſh 


folly which had tempted- him abroad, 


afforded.this opportunity. of detecting and. 
deſeating his deſigas, and thieatened to 


cover him with ſhame and ſcorn. Then. 
again he ruſhed forward in an agony of 
rage and vexation, whemone of the meſ- 
ſengers from. Hubert: approached with re- 
ſpacful obeifance'; and: obliged him to 
aſſume ſome appearance of eaſe and com 


poſi ure. 


From him Lord We m Jeanne: the 
ſeveral: paiticulais, which his companion: 


had before imparted to Otwald. But as 
this man was admittedimore intimately in- 
to the confidence of Hubert; he was ſar- 
ther directed to declare, that the friends 
to the houſe of — — to . 
their 
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their fears, that the long protracted reſi- 
dence of Raymond in this caſtle, without 
any intelligence being received of the diſ- 


poſitions of the Counteſs, any aſſurances 5 


of her conſent to accept his hand, had 
raiſed jealouſies and ſuſpicions in their 
minds; and that Hubert therefore urged 
him to renew his efforts, if he ſtill conti- 
nued unſucceſsful; to improve thoſe ru- 


mours about Earl William, into full and 


certain aſſurances of his death, and with . 
all poſſible ſpeed and earnefineſs to haſten 
on his own nuptials with the Counteſs:. 
He thanked the ſtranger, and commended 
his fidelity; he requeſted him to retire for 
a while, promiſing to confer more fully 


uith him at better leiſure: then reſigned 


himſelf. to the diſorder of his mind, which. 
this information. and advice ſerved to in- 
flame and irritate, He now, faw the miſ- 
guided courſe which he had purſued. He 
formed tie moſt dreadful. pre ſages of that 
diſhonour which muſt attend his violence 
and unlawful oppreſſion. His paſſion for 
the Counteſs was fill alive; and for a while 
he feemed reſolved once more to try the 
gentle arts of love and tenderneſs; but 
the recollection of her rigour and diſdain, 


her wrongs and ſufferings, in a moment 


daſhed..all his hopes, and he- reſolved to 
fall at her ſeet, to implore her pardon, 
and io retire from her caſtle. For this 


„ | purpoſe 


: * | 
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zurpoſe he again approached her apart. 
ment, and demanded admittante. Elinor 
appeared before him, kheeled. and with 
many tearg implofed bis indulgemce for 
the weale flats of ber unhappy Lady. 
Heaven only knows} faid the kind at- 
tendant, whether ſhe hath yet a few days 
of, liſe remaining. Let not thy noble 
nature affſict the alteady too feverely af- 
© fied; Let her die in peace; or if ſhe 
may yet live, break not on that tranqui- 
„ty which may be the happy means of 
Steſtornig her, Wretch!' cried! Ray- 
mond. wildly furveying her, as the hum- 
bled: herſelf before him, thou haſt un- 
done me! Accurſed be the flave who 
path affiſted thee to betray me! But 

«why do I think: of thee, thou reptile ? 
Come, lead me to this Lady; let me 


©gifpel her maladies, let me give her peace, 
and. leave her. —Elinor ſtarted up, 


donſdunded and aſtoniſhed at this myſteri- 
ons language, earneſt for an explanation; 
yet too much awed and terrified fo ſpeak 
her wiſhes. Ray mend ſterniy repeated his 
orders ; and in that moment, the inhuman 
Grey, with all marks of haſte and impatr- 
ence, ruſhed impetuouſly into the apart- 
—!!!!. ß in 9130000 Oo 
Hie had heard of the eſcape and return 


of the Counteſs; and of the flight of Of- 


to 


àʃʒʃ8t⅛w.. . . . 
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3 to learn more particularly the reaſon and 
th purpoſe of theſe alarming events; his _ 
N conſcious guilt had raiſed dreadful: | 
. ſages in his mind: nor were theſe 2 
A by the diſorder in which he now found - 
58 Lord Raymond. To him he addreſſed 
e ſome haſty and imperfect. que ſtions. Ray- 


2 mond gazed on him for a While with an 
aſpect which plainly diſcovered an inward . 
ſteiſe, and doubt whether to accuſe this 
man as his evil counſellor, or to 1 0 
his afliſtance as a faithful friend. At 
length, as if bowed down by e 
1 1 he reclined on his arm, and was 
8 away into another apartment. There 
4 he Ailtigetiy recounted the advices he had 
1 xeceived from Hubert; and the jeatouſices 
4 expreſſed by the friends of the houſe of 
; Saliſbury, which, muſt now be enflamed 
"a and confirmed by the falſe Oſwald, boo 
Had fied to ſanctuary with young William. 
He ſpoke with pity and tenderneſs of the 
= Counteſs, whom his own cruelty had driven 
from her caſtle, and whoſe flight had been 
prevented only. by her malady and weak- 
neſs. He ex — his fears of detection 
and 3 that his unwarrantable 
uſurpation, Aud attempt upon the cbn- 
˖ ſtaney of Ela, muſt now cover him with 
2 ſhame : he therefore. declated himſelf re- 
1 ſolved to implore her forgivenels, and to 
4 wee. * coward heart of a felt he 
. 
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the terrors that Raymond; had expreſſed 
with double force. He was inſtantly 
filled With the imagination of that power 
and protection which were ſoon to ſupport 
the injured Counteſs: he trembled at the 
{recollection ot his own ſhare of guilt and 
-oppreiien : he; commented the purpoſe of 
Lord Raymond; and urged him to reſign 
his pretenſions without delay. But amidſt 
zall his fears, cunning had not yet forſaken 
him. ie ſecretly determined to make this 
_  xefolution: of his Lord ſeem the effect of 
his on ad vice, in order to plead ſome 
merit with the Counteſs, and, in ſome 
meaſure, to attone fer his former infolence. 
He therefore propoſed to Raymond, to 
make him the meſſenger of his deſign, to 
entruſt him with the charge of acquaint- 
ag Ela with his penitence, and his reſig- 
nation of all hopes and pretenſions to her 
love or fortune. An interview, faid 
he, can only ſerve to enflame your fond 
paſſion, and to make a ſeparation doubly 
painful. No] truſt not your eyes with 
the too powerfub and affecting object. 
Raymond conſented; and Grey now pre- 
Pared to ſummon Elinor, and to deſire 
admiſſion to the Counteſs; when accident- 
ally, he aſked Lord Raymond, who ſtill 
.dwelt upon the late events, to- what place 
of ſanctuary Oſwald had retired. 'The 
neighbouring monaſtery of Sarum 1 no 
. — _ "ſooner 
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ſooner mentioned, than, ſuddenly ſtarting, 
as if a ray of comfort had juſt ſhot thro? 
his ſoul, his eyes. kindled, bis: cheeks glows - 
ed, his whole aſpect ſpoke ſurpriſe and 
triumph : he eagerly ſeized the hand of 
his aſtoniſhed Lord ; he pauſed ; their eyes 


encountered each other: Dy Hope ! P ſaid. 


Grey ; yet hope -l muſt depart this 
einſtant.— Rut, by all your fond wiſhes, 
*by all your flattering proſpects of love 


"and greatneſs, I conjure you ſuſpend __ 


your purpoſe ; ſee not, ſpeak: not to this 
proud «Counteſs, till my return Ray- 
mond demanded an explanation, but Grey 


only repeated his injunctions; urged him 


to retire, and left him filled with aſloniſſr 
ment 4-200 enpectation. 
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N the religious houſe to which Oſwald ö 
had retited, was a Monk, called Re- 
vahald, whoſe mind but il-ſuited his. 
profeſſion, or bis. rehdence. in a feat of 
piety. He was brother to Grey, and by. 
bis intereſt had been not long ſince ad- 
mitted into the monaſtery, and promoted 
to ſome degree of digmity and authority. 

His manners were equally brutal with 
thoſe of Grey, but leſs diſguiſed by art 
and hypocriſy. He was, like him, 
abjec and ſer vile, but. by no means ſo 
well ſkilled in the arts of flattery: in- 
ſolent and aſſuming, but not careful to 
diſtinguiſh between. thoſe . who. feared and 


Vou, IL Eh 4 


he frequently controuled and mortified 


Aa conſciouſueſs of /his'own exceſſes; and 
wo deteſted and ſcorned him indeed, yet 
feared the power which ſupported, or 
ſeemed to ſupport him. They regarded 


_ Houſe 'of Saliſbury, and already . poſſeſſed 
of all its greatneſs. To purchaſe his 


diſcipline and order. Drunkenneſs, and 


Raymond; although the mifcreant had 


preventing the effects which the flight of 


142 LON GSW ORD, 
thoſe who defied his power. Hence was 


by his brethren, whom he dreaded from 


his brother as the favourite of Lord Ray- 
mond, and Lord Raymond as heir to the 


Protection, therefore, they turned their 
eyes from his offences, and ſuffered him 
to diſgrace and difturb their houſe by ſcan- 
dalous exceſſes, utterly ſubverſive of holy 


riot, and lewdneſs, had oftentimes pro- 


faned their walls with impunity. They 8 


lamented theſe enormities of their un- © 
worthy brother; but, inſtead of diſclol- 1 
ing and puniſhing them, lamented to 


each other in ſecret, leſt they ſhould for- MW ! 


feit the favour and proteclion 'of Lord 


been ſcarcely known, and was utterly un- 
noticed and diſregarded by this Lord. 
Grey had conceived a ſudden hope of 


Otwald -threatened, by means of this Re- 
ginhald; and, if not of gaining young 
William into his own power, at leaſt of 
ns any emiſſaries rom „ 
1 
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the intelligenee of his eſcap='/to ſanQuary, 
and the Sfirefſes: of his mother. That it 
was that determined him to depart inſtant? 
ly, and to viſit this monaſtery: but his 
brother, active and officious in every deed 
of baſeneſs, had already prevented his de- 


ſires. Oſwald had happily reached the '' 


monaſtery, and Reginhald was among the 
fit to demand the reaſon of his appears ' 
ance. Scarcely could he reſtrain his paſh- 
on until Oſwald had gr gn his ſtory; 


and, then, burſt forth with unbounded 


rage into the vileſt and ſevereſt reproaches. 
He charged him with falſehood and treach- 
ery 4 declared | himſelf reſolved! inftantly | 
to learn the real nature of his crime, and 
purpoſe oſ his flight; and, for this reaſon, 


to repair in perſon to the caſtle. In the 


mean time, with an aſſumed air of autho- 
rity he ordered. that this fugitive ſhould. 
be ſtrictly - guarded, and kept from all 


| intercourſe till his return. Oſwald head: i 


his. brutal virulence and aſſion; not with- 
out ſome terror, which was noted, and re- 
garded as an indication of guilt. The di- 
tections of Reginhald were obeyed, and he 
himſelf now haſtened to inform his brother 


of this event. He met him when he had 


but. juſt rode a few paces from the caſtle ; 
whither Grey MO: returnees! wag the 


1 - 
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They retired to a private conference 
with; equal eagerneſs, and with minds 


equally prepared for:. outiage- or treach- 
ery. The: Monk: prevented the enquiries: 


of; his: brother; by relating what had Juſt 
now; paſſed at the monaſtery. Grey ex- 
preſſed a ſullen joy, when informed that 
 Ofwald: was: cloſely guarded, and, for 
the preſent, effectually prevented from 
e his Nate tale, or purſuing 
deſign for Which 
mended the zeal of Reginhald; and, 


ſeizing: his. arm with an aſpect, earneſt, 


and myſteriouſly ſolemn, he declared, 


that both their future fortunes depended 


on confining Oſwald: from all intercourſe 
and gaining young Witham into their 


own; pcwer/ and diſpoſal. The rude 


Monk, whoſe firſt; thoughts were ever 
to recur to violence, inſtantly declared 
for ſcizing both, and foreing them from 


their retreat: but he Was ſtopped by 
Grey, who cenſured ſuch procedure as 
dangerous and unwarrantable; and pro- 
nounced it neceſſary to purſue meaſures 
the molt deliberate and moſt cautiouſly 
concerted. He proceeded to diſcloſe all 
the, tranſaQtions of Lord Raymond from 
his firſt artiwal at the caſtle of Saliſpury, 
alli the efforts mad to fhake the conſtaney 
of Ela, and all the oppoſition and diſdain 
of that n * He began to ex- 


Plain 


e had fled. He com- 
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plain how much their fortunes muſt be ad- 


vanced by finding means of conquering 
her reſolution, and by the final ſueceſs of 
Lord Raymond in obtaining full and in- 


diſputable poſſeſſion of the lands and dig- 


nities of the houſe of Saliſbury. But Re- 
ginhald; conſcious that his own ſecurity 
from diſgrace and puniſhment depehd< 


ed on the influence and protection of this 
Lord, needed no inducement to concur 
in the deſigns and practices of his brother, 


He broke in upon his diſcourſe with a paſ- 
ſionate heat, and loudly condemned all 


his late © proceedings. . .* Why, ſaid he, 
as not L made acquainted with your 
| < diffeulties? why were not their hands 
< forcibly, joined? I ſhould have at once 
pronounced the nuptial benediftion 
ober them, and; without regard to fe- 
male pride n ſeruples, have united them 
for evet in "thoſe bands, which no hu- 


man power can rend aſſunder. Grey 
again began to condemn his violence, and 
to urge tlie neceſſity of caution, When 


their conference was fuddenly intertupted 


1 a domeſtic; who ſurpriſed them by de- 
ela 


ting that he ſought- the: 9 and 
had im- 5:6 ee him to the Coun 


at = 
Tbe mund 6f this RES, Lady: lad. 
Jail bern violently agitured, the true 
inks bo that _ and' malady which 
Vor. „„ * 
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oppreſſed her gentle tame. The hopes 
ſhe had conceived of the ſafety of her 
ſon, and the ſpeedy arrival of friends and 
deliverers, had acted on her harraſſed 
ſpirits like a powerful medicine, and eheck- 
ed the progreſs of her diſorder. She had 
now leiſure to turn her thoughts to her 
Huſband, and to weigh thoſe accounts of 


his fate which Oſwald had raſniy convey- 


ed to her. The idea of his diſloyalty was 
. piercing : ſhe revolved it frequently; ſhe 


reaſoned on the intelligence ſhe had re- 


ceived; ſhe believed, ſhe doubted, ſhe 
- indulged her ſufpicions; and ſtrove to 


* baniſh them, by turns. W were thoſe re- 


flections ſuited to reſtore ner impaired 
health; yet ſhe dwelt upon them. The 
faithful Elinor, from whom ſhe could 
not conceal her: thoughts, in vain endea- 
voured to compole her diſtractions, and 
to allay her inward grief: Mill ſhe tor- 
mented herſelf with reflections” on the 
ſuppoſed falſehood of her Lord, and on 
his unhappy fate; when the attendant 
caſually: diſcovered from a window the ap- 
-proach of Reginhald, and obſerved with 
ſore ſurpriſe that a religious man, who 
by his habit ſeemed of the neighbouring 
monaſtery, was now entering the caſtle. 
He comes with news of my ſon,' ſaid 
the Counteſs haſtily; let him be called 
+ hither.— And, alas, this diſtracted 


1 breaſt 


. 
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* breaft hath but too much need of ſpiritual 95 
 *counſel and comfort.“ ö 


A domeſtic was inſtantly diſpatched to 


ſeek the Monk; who now appeared be- 
fore the Counteſs. Naturally baſe and 
mean, and never before admitted into 
ſuch a preſence, he ſtood abaſhed and 
confuſed; and the conſciouſnefs of his 
own vile purpoſes ſerved to encreaſe his 


diſorder. His aſpect, in which the ſen-⸗ 


ſual and malignant paſſions had fixed 


their ſeat, and his deportment, which 
was that of the rude hind or midnight 
brawler, not of the holy and lettered 


clerk, were ſurveyed by the Counteſs 


with ſudden diſguſt. She ſhnddered, as 
at the view of ſome Joathſome animal 
yet, affumiug a placid air, and endea- 
wouring to conceal her dilike, ſhe aſked 


of his-order. and refidence. No ſooner 


had he named the brotherhood' of Sarum, 
than railing herſelf from the couch on 


wich the leaned, You then“ aid 


ſhe, bring me neus of my ſon dif- 
5 © patched to acquairit me with his ſafe 
arrival within your holy walls—Is it 
not ſo g' Reginhald coldly anfwered, that 
her fon was fafe, and bad been depoſited - 
in the monaſtery by his conductor. The 
Counteſs, witk claſped hands and earneſt 
accents, uttered a prayer for his protec- 
ogg Elinor was tenderly affected; and, 


Hs ö | uniting. 
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uniting her fervours with thoſe of her be- 
loved miſtreſs, commended. young Wil 
liam to every ſaint and holy angel. The 
Monk ſtood unmoved, and ſcarcely cou'd 
_ aſſume the appearance of devotion, jf 
fo far as to pronounce a cold aſſent to 
their petitions. The counteſs was on 
the point of imploring his prote ion for 


her ſon, but the diſguſt which ſhe bad 


coneeived at his aſpect, and Which was 


encreaſed by his demeanour, fepreſſed 


that thought. She contented, herſelf with 
ſpeaking her hapes in general, that his 
innocence and his wrongs would. not fai 
to. raiſe him friends in the houſe of picty 
"and charity. - She ſpoke. of the oppreſ- 
ſion which the herſelf had fiiffered, in 
terms of bitterneſs and indignation: and 
ſeemed to demand, as her juſt right, the 
vigorous interpoſition of every g man 
for ber relief, but more elpecially the 


dutiful and faithful offices of thoſe holy, 
men who had experienced her favour and 
munificence. The ſilence of Reginhaid$ 


gave her an occalion of repeating and 
_ enforcing her... diſcourſe ; but her dif 
- courſe was directed to an unfriendly ear. 
The: wicked Monk had fixed higeyes up 
on an object, Which totally diverted bi 
stiention from the Counteſs. Near ber 


couch there flood a table, on whict, 


ee e kemale Ae Was der 
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ofited a ring, an ancient and precious | 
be- DO Which had long been the diftin- 
iE guſhing ornament of her noble houſe, - . 
"he and bore its enhi Ins armorial curiouſly - , 
ud impreſſed. The fight of this inſtantly 
it J ſuggeſted a de purpoſe” tothe 
to Monk; for which it was neceffiry to pot 
on IM {els himſelf of the jewel. Elis ſituation 
for was convenient for feiging it, unnoticed 
al MW by Ela or her attendant. He watched a 
vas favourable moment to convey Atty his 8 
1-4 MW boſem; and having ſecured” his 
ith Prize, he was more at Herdes to a 
his the diſchurſe of the Ccumteſs, to Allutne 
tal forme appearance. bf «© gravity, and to ak- 
«1 WM £8 che dignity and ſpiritual. authority of 
rel. his function. He declared, that, within 
in ther walls, her fon could” not fuffer 
and | wrong: but that it was unnecelfary” to 
the ſend him thither ſot protection. Nature 
ban end the royal pleature pointed tb his no- 
the bie Kinſman” Raymond as his true pro- 
oly\ tecor. The Counteſs: prepared to” ex- 
and oi her indignation, but with an inſo- 
nad & Which hs miſtook for grave apthori- _ 
and os: "Ae warned her to bewate of froward - - 
dif (pride. Their liege. Lord, he faid, had 
ea. * gracioufly. conſidered” het widowed ſtate, 
up- 1 and provided relief and comfort. Hier 
t band, her affection, and her obedience 
bet © were now due to Lord W ſuch 
ack, as the King's comm 
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had approved his kind purpoſe, and would 
not fail to puniſh.” that obſtinacy and 
*haughty preverſeneſs, which rejected 
„its bleſſings.— “ And dareſt thou, 
abandoned and hateful wretch, — thus 
did the Counteſs ſuffer her virtuous an- 
ger ta break forth; ,* Dateſt thou pro- 
lane the name of heaven? art thou 
devoted to its ſer vice, and doſt thou 
flatter the baſeneſs, and wouldſt thou 
| promote the lewd purpoſes of him who 
hath/. renounced its laws, and defies 
its, vengeance ?— Thy obſtinacy be 
hy 2 upon thine own; head P This was the 
reply of Reginhald, who was [hardened 
againſt all reproof, and impatient to ſeek 
his brother. He turned away in ſullen 
diſdain, and left the Counteſs in. wonder 
and juſt reſentment at his brutal inſolence; 
not did this interview tend to allay the 
feats and ſuſpicions, of a fond mother. 
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I the oppreſlon of Lord Raymond could 

haze its miniſters and favours among the 
. © profelſed.. votaries of religion, where 
'* might. innocence- find. refuge ; or where 
ee its juſt redreſs?? She now dreaded 
that the ſacred privileges of ſanctuaty 
might ngt find the due regard, as her ene- 
iim ſeemed. to have corrupted. the rever. 
' .end;brethren, and to have gained them 
over to his wicked purpoſes. She wiſhed 


{ſhe had contended with her malady, and 
, oe 036 <5 accompanied 


Ws 
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accompanied her ſon; again ſhe wiſhed ſne 
had not raſhly entruſted him to falſe and 
treacherous guardians. * Her . preſence _ 


© might have proved a_ ſufficient protec- 


tion to him: Raymond could not dare 


© openly+.to have raiſed his arm againſt 


him; and ſurely the outrage. and uſur- 
pation of this Lord could not long be 


v concealed. Thus did ſhe condemn her 


conduct, and torment, her ſoul with _ 
gloomy! and terrible imaginations, tho! 


yet unacquainted with the dangers and 


eng now prepared for herſelf and her 


e 
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was provokedat this affectation of ſuperior 
wiſdom ; and, inſtead of retorting his re- 
proof, diſplayed the ſtolen jewel, in ſilent 


anch contemptuous triumph. Grey was 


too well verſed in the art of fraud and 


miſchief, not to conceive at once, that 

this ring was to be uſed for deceiving 
the brethren: of the monaſtery, or abuſing 
RES. Fi 4 


EGINHALD had fought: bis bro» 
ther, and tecounted all his interview - 
With Ela. Grey, ſtill aecuſed him of vie, 
lence and turbulence, and urged the ne- 
| _ ecflity of welk-timed diſſimulation, of art., 
caution, and ſmooth addreſs. Fhe Monk 


13 
4 


Oſwald, 


| [ inſtantly in his retirement 5 ang 
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 Ofwald, as occaſions might require, by 


pretended orders and directions from the 


Counteſs. He viewed it eagerly, and re- 
garded it, (not without reaſon) as an in- 
ttrument of his purpoſes, tao important 
to be entruſted | wholly to the violent 
hands of Reginhald. He commended 
his zeal and addreſs, which, he confidently 
promiſed, ſhould, in due time, meet. their 
full reward: he invited him to refreſh- 
ment; reminded him of his fatigue, and 
that the hour of reſt apptoached: he pro- 
miſled” that, by the dawn. of morning, he 
_ himſelf would be ready to accompany 
him to the monaſtery, where he made no 
doubt of happily « accompliſhing their 
purpoſes, and laying a firm, foundation 
of their future fortunes. - Reginhald 


yielded to his inſtinces, and retired. | 


Grey repaired Without delay tO, the apart- 


ment of Lord Raymond, and appeared 


before him with a face of joy and ſatis facti- 
en. He congratulated him upon the 
proſpect of a ſpeedy and final accom 
pliſtenent of, his wiſhes: de briefly re 
lated the conduct of his brother at the 
monaſtery, his reception of Oſyald, and 


the means already taken to prevent that 


tray tor from officiouſly ſpreading his tale: 
he declared his purpoſe of jos {IP 
| Was 

fully aſſured, (he faid) that by the aſ- 
; 5 1 5 Sea 5 Ys _ | 8 2 2 ſiſtance 
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fiſtance of the Monk, {whoſe zeal and 
vigilance he praiſed} be ſhould be able 
to bring Oſwald, to that peniſhment which 
his fallchood merited, and t6 gain young 
Willlam into his abfolute” diſpoſal, the 
fire” meals of pre vaiſing over the pride 
of Ela, and engaging her to à full com- 
phkance with his wiſhes. '” Raymond wWwon- 
deted; but 'Grey repeated ins confident 
aſfufances of Were and departed with 
requeſting his Lord patienitly. to wait the 
events which. the laeceecding gay” muſt 
Pres N ; 

It Was now digen; but Bauch and in- 
tereſted malice are ſtrangers to reſt. The 
Monk was | wholly engaged by the 
thoughts of future favour” and prefer- 
ment; and Grey watched, lie the great 
enemy of mankind, to entnare the inno- 
cent, and to feduce the weak, He bu- 
_kly* evolved in his mind the late” trank 
actions, and bis future” deſigns-. He 
thought of an expedient which -Reginhald 
had mentioned, that of forcibly joining 
me Hands of Raymond and the Counteſs, 
and pronouneing the gnuptial dleffing | 


Without regard to her conſent; an expe· 


dient which he now conſidered not as the 
ſaggeftion' of raihnefs and unexperinced 
E but ſuch as the beſt guide poltey 
night have recoutſe to, and ſuch” as their 
e wit neeeſfarily require, In 
H 5 7,1 the 


* 
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the mean time, he reſolved, if poſſible 
to reſerve the diſpoſal of young William 
to himſelf, and even to ſecrete him from 
Lord Raymond's power, If this Lord 
mould prove ſucceſsful, he might for- 
get the ſervices of his creature, or not 
reward them to the full extent of his 
wiſhes. The poſſeſſion of this boy might 
hereafter enable him to revenge ſuch 
neglect, by unexpectedly producing a 
young heir to aſſert his rights: or if a 
the Counteſs ſhould be relieved from her 
preſent oppreſſion, and her ſuitor recall- 
ed, or. farced. from her caſtle ;- the im- f 
portant ſervice of reſtoring her fon might A 
attone for his , former inſolence, and 0 
ſhield him from puniſhment . or ſhould it { 
"I 
| 
| 


be neceſſary for bis purpoſes to deſtroy 
this child; this might be done more ſe- 
curely in ſome place of private retirement; 
and more acceptably to his Lord, when 
executed without his knowledge or par- 
7 - nicipation.,” His owa intereff was the ſole 
object of his thaughis, and as to the 
means of advancing it; to Him, all were 
5 equally indifferent. 
The dawn of morning ſlole upon 
bim, while he was anxioufly engaged in 
theſe refleckions: and Reginhald now 
before him, urging him to purſue 
* intended courſe without further delay. 
A rom ſummoned ſome 0 vaſſals of 
* 
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Raymond, and, in the name of that Lord, 
ordered them to follow his ſteps at ſome 
diſtance, and to hold themſelves ready 
o obey his orders, The brothers then 
took their way, and ſoon reached the mo- 
naſtery. Here they found that, notwith- 
ſtinding the directions of Reginhald, the 
Lord Abbot. had been made. acquainted 
with- the. arrival of Otw ald; had examined 
him in perſon, had heard, and was duly: 
affected by his ſtoryz promiſed him pro- 
tection, and that he would afliſt in all 
honeſt means of gaining. redreſs for the in- 
juted Counteſs; and that at this very 
ume he was ſhut up in the apartment of 

Oſwald; hearing, examinug, and enquiring 
fill. more minutely into the circumſtances 
al all thoſe events which he related: with ſo 
much confidence, and with ſuch. appear 
ance of integrity. The brothers, con- 
aratulated each. other on arriving 1 op- 
portunely/; and, at their defire, were. 


conducted into the ſame apartment. O- 


wald ftarted. and trembled at the ſight 
of Grey Who with a deameanour grave 
and ſolemn, and with well affected hu- 
mility, addrefled himſe If to the Abbot in 
the following manner: . 
everend father! This. humane at- 
e to the appearance of diſtreſs 
will be rewarded; and heaven forefend 
but. Fire it ſhould 'r meet the Juſt return of 
4 "PE 


— 
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« praiſe from every honeft tongue: nor is | 


_ © there leſs honour due to your pious and 


© charitable cares, becauſe in the preſent 


© caſe, they are not called forth by real 
danger or calamity. You have enter- 
_ ©tained a fugitive already pardoned by his 
Lord; and an infant whom his fond 
© mother is at this moment impatient to 
"© embrace.—-You wonder: but, vouchſafe 
eme a favourable ear, I ſhall unfold what 
ſeems ſo ſtrange and ' perplexing.” This 
© venerable brotherhood muſt have heard, 
© how the royal favour hath been extend- 
ed to Lord Raymond, hath inveſted 
him with all the power and dignity of the 
© houſe of Saliſbury, hath conſigned to his 


protection the widow of that noble houſe, 


and deſtined his hand for that of the gen- 
_ tle Counteſs. When Raymond gelt ar- 
© rived-at her caſtle, to execute the orders 
Jof his liege Lord, he found her, alas! 
«ſunk deep in forrowful reflections. on the 
fate of her unhappy Lord, and but ill 
diſpoſed to liſten to his honowrable / paſ- 
«fion-; nor could his noble nature permit 


him to break in too precipitately . upon 


© her melancholy, by delaring his fuit, and 
« demanding her conſent. Here Oſwald 
would have interrupted his diſcourſe, but 
Grey, with a mild, yet commanding look, 

claimed a free and undiſtur bed audience. 
The Abbot ſeemed to aſſent; and the craf- 
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ty minion proceeded: thus : A decent in- 


© terval/of retirement was allowed to her 
grief; and in the mean time her ſuitor 
£ was entertained with the reſpect due to 
his greatneſs: nor was he long a ſtran- 
& his ſuit, although ſhe ſtill deemed it diſ- 
honourable openly: to admit a ſecond 

+ lover, until ſhe had fully paid her duty 
to the memory of Lord William. In 

this interval, heaven was pleaſed. to affſicr 
the unhappy Lady with ſevere fickneſs: 

© her fever was violent, and long and ob- 
„ſtinate Was her delirium. She raved, 1 
know not how, of force and oppreſſion; 
ſhe called upon her late Lord, whom the 
declared Was yet allve, now in her caſtle, | 
Hand concealed from her by treachery and 
*cruelty.. She ſpoke of blood, of murder, 

of her ſon, his dangers and his enemies. 


Even when ber bodily diſorder began to 


abate, the difoxder of her mind was ſtill 
d uaconquered: nor were thoſe wild viſions 
yet diſpelled, which had ſo long tormented 
her. Her diſcourſe indeed ſeemed more 
+ confiſtent; though the diſcourſe of mad- 
neſs, and, unhappily, impoſed on the 
t weakne(s and inexperience of her atten- 
*dants. They indulged her madneſs, and 
© perſuaded her to fly, for they believed that 
Lord Ray mond was really her perſecu tor : 


* who, on his part, was only anxious for 


5 her 


= 


her recovery. ds en were tis prayers 
<inecfſantly. breathed to heaven. For this; 


did he bind himſelf by a ſolemn: vow, 3 


reward the eee your houſe, with 
ample donations : nor was his piety un- 


noticed, or his prayers rejected, Scarce- 


©ly had the diſtraction of this Lady 
© prompted her to ſend away her fon, and 


to retire from the caſtle, when heaven 


was pleaſed, as it were miraculouſly, to 
e awakenher from her frightful dreams, and 
© reſtore her unſettled reaſon. The firſt 
+ ſign of recollection which ſhe diſcovered, 
« was, her orders to thoſe who had been 
« deceived by her diſtraction, and raſhly 


© conveyed her at midnight. from her caſ- 
« tle, to conduct her back again. She was 


© obeyed, and inſtantly called for Lord 


Raymond, acknowledged her infirmity, | 
© and entreated his pardon.and indulgence. 


e, noble and gentle Lord expreſſed no- 


1 thing but the moſt rapturous joy at this 


* happy change; earneflly preiſing her to 


reward his love; and crown/tis:: wiſhes, 


No longer now reluctant, or inſenſible to 
the happineſs u hich heaven and the royal 

fa vour had ordained for her, ſhe only re- 
gqueſted that ſome little reſpite might ſtill 


5 be granted; ſome time allowed to paß 
© what farther duties the memory of her 


late Lord demanded. Fhis holy father 
ny came een to confirm her in thoſe 
| 8 © lenfnents, 
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. ſentiments, and to direct her pious inten- 


tions. By "his perſuaſions am I: ordered 
„to attend him hither, directed by Lord 


4 Raymond, to enquire by what means and 


ein what manner he may molt effectually 
4 diſcharge his vow, and by the gentle 
1 Counteſs to deſire, that a ſolemn re- 

* quitm ſhall, without delay, be per- 
« formed by "this rzveiend brotherhood 
© to her departed Lord. I am {till far- 
© ther. to declare, that . ſhe reflects with 

«* confulion on the late diſorder of her 
mind, which hath driven her young ſon 
from her arms; that ſhe is impatient 
to embrace him; that, at her requeſt to 
Lord Raymond, he bath freely and ful- 
© ly, pardoned the flight of this his atten- 
© dant. Nothing now remains, but that 
both return, and ſhare in that general 

joy which reigns in the caſtle.— The 
Abbot wondered, and heſitated; Oſwald 


prepared to (peak, but Grey again pre- 


vented him.—* To remove doubts, or 
* ſeruples,” ſaid he, turning to Regin- 


hald, * let us produce the token of our 


£ truth and fairly-delivered charge. Be- 
hold, Lord Abbot, this ancient ring, 
the well. known fignet of the Counteſs, 
© entruſted. to us from. her fair hand | 
$ "BY this . ſhe. ſpeaks her pleaſure, that 
young William. be inſtantly. delivered 


10 our e that, MRO delay, we 


„ ng e may 
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may conduct him to her noble pre- 
's * fence.” [+4 

Fhe Abbot had liflened with ſuſpicion 
; 155 diſtruſt, nor was his perplexity diſ- 

fpated by the concluſion of this ſpeech, 
The accounts which he had received 
from Oſwald feemed natural and conſiſt- 

ent; thoſe of Grey ſubtile and impro- 
babſe: and, yet, this ring was ſuch an at- 


teſtation bf his truth and integrity, as 


ſeemed to Warrant“ a full aſſent. He 
wavered for a while, but endeavoured 
t to perſuade himfelf that the orders which 
Grey delivered were real, and demanded; 


his compliance; timorous by nature, 


and poſſeſſed with ſtrong imaginations; 
of the power of Raymond, and the dan- 


ger of his diſpleaſure . He therefore la- 


boured to fuppieſs all his doubts ; affe&-- 
ed to be fully convinced and Atiaficd , | 
and confented to deliver up young Wil- 
ham to be conducted back, to his mother 
by the Monk and Grey; who qiſſembled 
their joy, and ſtudied to compleat their 


 thecels, by ſeducing Oſwald from his. 
0 They exerted all their artifice 


to perſuade him that the reſentment of 
Kis' Lord had totally ſubſided; that he 
'contd' not but cönfent to the deſires of 
the gentle Counteſs, and forgive an honeſt 


though miſtaken zeal for the fervice of a 
10 La Who a few An was to en 
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boy With lim, in the bands of love and medics. 
5 Oſwald heſitated; he knew the . falſehood 
„of ſome part of what Grey had declared; 

yet he conceived that he muſt have. receiv- 
ed this jewel from the hand of the Coun- 


ed teſs, and by her command; and that, of 


ft conſequence, ſhe muſt have been vecanci( 
75 ed to her ſuitor. He thought it natural, 
i- i on fich a reconcilliation, to condeal forme = 
as late tranſackions: thus he endeavoured to 


| account for the mifreprefentations of Grey: 
ed yet fill he feared, and doubted.— Grey, 
as by authority df his Lord, and in his 
ewe, not only pronounced his full Par- 
I don; but affuted him of ' favour ant 
s reward. The Abbot condemned his ir- 
nv eſalutian as weak and criminal; as highly. 
; prejudicial to his own” intereſt, and an un- 
oa dutiful ſuſ picion of the truth and honour of 
d; his maſter.” ' The fimplicity and inexpert- 
ence of the vaſſal gave force"to'the follici- 


tations ; he dreaded to renew the difplea+ 
ed ſure of Raymond by delay or heſitation: 
* he confented to return, and reſigned him- _ 
WW if to Grey, who now led away his victims 
in triumph. | 
0 The party which Ger had appointed = 


d attend him, ſoon appeared in view, 
ot obeyed his ſignal, and advanced. At 
the ſight” of armed men, the miſguided 
4 WW Oſwald felt all his ſuſpicions renewed; 
th 38 e and his fears were inſtantly "35 
| 1 | confirmed. 


. 
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confirmed. Grey, | with an air of ſullen 
Authorſty, ordered him to be ſeized and 
bound; he attempted to expoſtulate, 


but. was ſilenced with all the inſolence of 


ſucceſsful malice, commited to a guard, 

and led away a; prifoner to the caſtle ; 
and, there, was this friend to tlie afflicted 
and oppreſſed conſigned to the dreary 
dungeon. The infant heir of Saliſbury 
was enttuſted to others of the party, whoſe 
ſervices. Grey purchaſed: by rich b:ibes, 
ang Maxon he roſe onto 4 — * 


* 


F vey 9 8 wh Fw Thus 


he reſolved to diſpoſe of the young Lord 
for the preſent, as he relied on the attach · 


ment af this kinſman, and by his means 
might hereafter remove him to ſome ſafe 


and ſecret reſidence,” al his wen ure te put pol 
eee, l e e -7e 
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had been completely ſucceſsful: 


T is for the wicked arti of Grey „ 


and, now, he haſtened to the preſence of 
Lord Raymond with his flattering congra-» 
_ tulatioas. He acquainted him in a fe- 


words, that all the miſchief. which rhe 
flight of Oſwald: had threatened was now + 
effeQually prevented; that he had fately 
diſpoſed of young William with ſuch - 


E were devoted to his, and to 


is maſter's ſervice; and that the falſe 
flave who had attempted to betray him, 
was now his priſoner. Ray mond wonder= | 
ed; embraced his minion, and applauded - 


his addreſs and vigilance. In his-firſt-vio® _ 
lence of pride and teſentment he pro 
nounced that Oſwald ſhould inſtanthy be 


hanged upon the next tree. But Grey ref- 
trained his paſſion; and entreated him to 
-fuſpend the fate of this vaſſal; and to re- 
ſerve the power of granting his forfeited 


life to to the requeſts of Ela, if this might 
hereafter contribute to conciliate her re- 


gatds. At the name of Ela, Raymond 
nighed, and turned upon his creature, with 


an aſpect of perplexity and ſorrow. 
 ©Cruſt me,” (aid. he, I am weary of this 


_* unprofitable purſuit ; and would to hea- 


Ven: | 


f 
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ven I had never ſeen this proud dame; 


© never felt the power of her beauty! 
Tbis mornin g was I unexp<A=d!y ſum- 


moned to her preſence. ..1 ſaw the char- 


ming mourner: I ſaw her tortured with 
fears. She had juſt diſcovered the loſs. 


of an ancient ring, the uſual ornament of 


© her hand, and although ſhe knows not by 


whom, or of what purpoſe, it may have 
beer ecreed, yet this incident hath 


* awakened her ſufpicions, and ſhe dreads 


ſome farther deſigu upon her peace: But 


2 ſhe feats for her ſon: ſhe con- 


5; derans her late conduct as weak and 

«precipitate, and repents of having truſt- 
ved the boy from ber ſide. At firſt, ſhe 
made an effort to preſer ve her dignity, 
„and, in the language of greatneſs and 
affected difdain, . how long my 
*ufurpation was to be continued. I inter- 


Frupted ber with humble and ardent ex- 


+ prefltons of love: i ſhe wept; and was fill 
deaf to my ſolicitations. Yet, methought, 


ſhe ſpoke of her late Lord with leſs pride 
0 and exultatian. If, ſaid ſhe, he hath in- 
0 deed paid the debt of. nature, may hea- 


ven lock upon his offences with Taercy, 


Dand protect his helpleſs infant; and in 2 


fd widow't- then with earneſt and affect 
ding accents ſhe entreated me to accept of 


+ all her wealth and magnificenee, to in- 


<dulge my wiſhes freely with the rich in- 
I © heritance 
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< heritance of her lordly houſe: but not to | 


* purſue the ruin of an helpleſs infant: to 


© ſuffer his mother to follow him in peace; 


© to-hide her grief, and waſte her few me- 
<© lancholy days in the holy retirement of 


"4 the monaſtery. O my friend, who could 


© and unmoved at her diſorder?! But 1 
did not ſuffer all my emotions to break 
out. I coatented myſelf, in general, 
with entreating her to baniſh. all gloomy 
thoughts, to expect happy days, to 
* ſtudy her real happineſs, and to com- 
mand it. I then retired, impatiently 
1 dexpecting your arrival, and your 1 1 
* and friendly counſel.“ 
The ſucceſs which had kithenta attend · 
ed the practices and deſigns of Grey, gave 


him authority and conſequence with =P 


Lord, and encouraged him to urge his ad- 


vice boldly and violently. When he had 
fir ſt informed him in general of the tranf- 
actions of the monaſtery, he preſt him to 


comider ſeriouſiy that new incidents might 


E ariſe) new dangers threatened him, which 
_ might not always be prevented. He ſpoke: © | 


with-ſeverity of his irreſolute and u 


cbnduct: aſked; if it was his purpoſe: to 


abandon all his glorious hopes, to return 
diſgraced and rejected; to encounter ſcorn 


and reproach, as a perſon unworthy of the 


. es of. this Lady, preſumptuous 
e could . his 
honour 
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honour from ruin, or perhaps his life 
from revenge, but his immediate nup- 


tials with the Counteſs. Of this he ſpoke, 


as of an event abſolutely in the power of 


Raymond, and delayed only by his miſ- 


taken tenderneſs. He was heard with 


earneſt ſurpriſe : but when his Lord be- 
gan to plead the difficulties he had en- 


countered, and the obſtinacy of Ela in 
denying her conſent, he haſtily interrupt- 


ed him. Let a day be appointed, cried 


this minion, for the celebration of your 
*-nuptials, let it be known through the 
© land, let your attendants be ordered 
* to prepare for this event, and your 
Knights directed to hold themſelves in 
Tuch readineſs as the joy ful occaſion 
Trequires.—Let the reſt be my care” 
Raymond, who ſtill preſerved a tender 
affection for the Countefs, and remem- 


bered with horror how dan acrouſly ſhe had 
been affected by tle indlence of Grey, 
heſitated, and inſiſted on a full Explatia- 


tion of this my fterious\ language. Grey 


again urged the abſolate neceſſity of- per- 
ſevering in his prefent undertaking, both 


for his honour and his ſafety; the eternal 


infamy, nay, the utter impoſſibility. of 
receding, after having already proceeded. 
thus far To this he added ſome artful + 
praiſes of the Counteſs, and many ani- 
5 Wen "obſer vations on the happineſs of. 
CO Ame” 1 5 that 
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that man who ſhould poſſeſs ſuch a trea- 
ſure: of beauty. When the | paſſions of 
his Lord had by ſuch diſcourſe been raiſed 
tothe utmoſt degree of fervour, he began 
to flatter his hopes: This Lady. ſaid he, 
<* you at firſt found reluctant, and no won- 
der: for ſhe had not been aſſured that 
Lord Willliam was really no more. Of 
2 this he now ſeems perſuaded, but re- 

gards his death as an event too recent, to 

admit another wooer. What though ſne 
hath diſcovered ſuch impatience of your 
love? what though ſne hath attempted 
* to. eſcape from this place? would ſhe 
not have perſevered in her deſign? 
would the not have continued her flight, 

* if this reluctance and averſion had not 
* been artfully aſſumed to give her honour 
and reſpect in the general eye? She af- 
fects to ſummon friends to reſcue her 
from your power; but ſhe hopes that 
ha - they: wilt interpoſe, and perſuade her to 
accept your hand: but do we delay till 
ſomè new ſuitor th L arrive, and; under 
the pretence of reli ving the oppreſſed, 
{and revenging her wrongs, ſhall ſueceff- 
fully court her love, and build his own 
fortune on your diſgrace and ruin? 
Raymond was moved, and ſeemed ready 
to pay implieit obedience to the dictates of 
Wl hiscreature.—Grey then ſpoke of the zeal 
of SRO his brother, * his entire 
4 8 » , devotion | 


wt 
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devotion to the ſei vice of his noble patron, 


This faithful Monk,“ ſaid. he will be of 


< uſe. Obſerve the Counteſs: for ſome 


days; continue your fond wooing with 


© all: modeſt and reſpectful duty, but with 
© unabatcd zcal. She will ſoon experience 
that the flight of Oſwald hath: not proved 
© eftectual- to collect her creatures round 


©herz and the diſappointment will depreſs + 


her proud ſpirit, and convince her that 


© her own and her ſon's fate flill depend on 


* you. The day on Which your attendants 
bare taught to expect your nuptials, may 


perhaps find her conſenting to your wiſh- 


dies: but why ſhould we demand or expect 
© her: abs conſent? Reginhald thall 
Join your hands by virtue of his ſacred 
authority, and pronounce the ſolemn be- 
Sede Bon, which ſhall make her yours for 
ever. Her heart ſhall ſecretly applaud 
* this, gentle violence. At leaft, her fon, 
« reftored-to her arms, ſhall be the pur - 


chaſe of your pardon.ILittlesof art was 
tequired to. * palliate the baſe- | 
neſs of this defigh, 0. effeually had he 


Prepared-the mind of Ray mond for its re- 
eeption, by raiſing the ſtorm of paſſions to 


? darken: and confound his reaſon- This 
Lord at once reſigned himſelf to the/gui- | 


dance of his minion, and conſented to pur. 


ſue ſuch meaſures as he ſhould! dictate. 


oda was now ſummoned before ty 
= 74.5 4. > 1 6 an 
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and appeared in the moſt abj <& abaſe- 
ment and ſervility. Nane thanked 
Him for his zeal, promiſed to repay his ſer- 
vices, and ordered him to obſerve exactly 
the directions of his brother. Reginhald 
bow ed lowly, and attempted to ſpeak his 
duty and ſubmiſſion, but in diſordered 
and eee kaguage then retired 
With 

"Theſe wicked agents, thus inveſted with 
full! authority, and plompted by their 
hopes of intereſt and favour, vigorouſly 
purſued the wo; Kk of oppreſſion and deceit. 
Reginhald, repaired to his monaſtery (ſo 
Was he directed by his brother) where he 
"urged the fathers, to pros ed, without delay, 
in their obſeg lies to the deceaſed Lord, as 
bis widow Pal prepared, and had 1 | 
ed a day, for her ſecond nuptials, which 
were only delayed, till theſe religious rites 


verend clecks were arrayed, in their, ſa- 
cred veſtments, and chaunted forth the 
ſolemn requiem. «; The neighbouring .pea- 
fant caught the St Kc ſounds, curiouſly 
enquired the cauſe of theſe: extraordinary 
devotions, and ſpread the tidings of the 
intended Pes thro”. the.- adjacent 
country. the mean time, the atten- 
dants 1. dom: ſtics. of. Raymond. were 
taught ta expect the nuptials of theic Lord 
on a day. * f ordered to hold. 

| Vor. II. - 11 een 
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had firſt been duly performed. The re- 
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them ready for this joy ful event. The 
ſound of buſy preparation was loud thro 
all the caſtle, and was heard even to the 
apartment of the Counteſs, who wonder. 
eq, enquired, and was not ſong a ſtranger 
to the cauſe. She conceived it to be m0 
_ other than an artifice of her importunate 
wooer, to deceive the friends of her houſe, 
and to deftroy the credit of Olwald, ber 
faithful emiſſary (of whoſe confinement 
ſhe was yet uninformed.) With ſcorn and 
indignation ſhe refl-&X<d on the baſe at. 
tempt to. fully her bright fame, and t 
perſuade Her friends, that, in defiance of 
the ſtrick reſtraints of decent wid hoc, 
and the reſpe& which the memory of 1 
noble huſband claimed, ſhe had, with 
in the ſpace of a few months, liſtened u 
the ſolicitations of a new ſuitor, and con 
ſented to receive the hand of her opptelſ 
ſor. If the honour and reverence with 
which ſhe reflected on Lord William had 
been ſomewhat" impaired. by her 'ſuſpic 
ons of his difleyalty, a new and more vis 


ent averſion to Lord Raymond now pa, 


ſelſed her mind, and there ſtill kept upa 
inflexible reſolutian never to acknowledg! 
his pretenſions to her inheritance, or f 
accept his love. In fuch diſpoſitions ſhe 
ceived the viſits of this Lord with diſdai 
nor anfwered his tenders of affection, bi 

2 e with all. the 'Bitternel | 
| Ceonten 
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e contempt and abhorrence againſt the mean 
ro deceit which he was now practiſing. Ray- 
he mond was abaſhed: He could not deny 
er- the accuſation, but, with an ill-affeted 
get opennels, declared that he had indeed aſ- 
my fared his friends, that his wiſhes would-be 
all ſpeedily crowned, as he would not ſup · 

ul MF poſe that ſhe could ever continue thus 


be unreaſonably obdurate, and obſtinately in- 
ent ſenſible to her own happineſs. . 
ani] Such were their interviews; and WA 


at the fixed averfion/ and proud diſdain of 
1 to the Counteſs, unſubdued by oppreſſion, 


e grief, and fear. Her tedious aud melan- 
od -<holy hours were ſtill waſted in alarms for 
of her ſon, in anxious expeQtation of relief ; 


vit of the arrival and vigorous interpoſition of 
d - her friends, and of the defeat and diſgrace. 
co i: of her oppreflor. In vain did ſhe DHA {AY 
pre h enquire, complain, condemn the flow 
witli - {per of thole who ſhould fly to affert 
her cauſe. No meſſenger of deliverance 
(pic appeared, no Voice of comfort did the.re- 
7 [eelve; but on the morning of that day, | 
= which Ray mond had preſumptuouſly pro 
claimed his marriage- day, ſhe ſtill found 
herſelf the 5 ers and nal pi foncr DE Np: 
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*Grey himſelf felt an inward agitation; al- 


fed in their-appointed iſta- 


dants were diſpoſed in 


1004: 


me ſtruggled to diſengage erſelf, whilk 
her eyes darted fiery diſdain. In that 
moment the brothers entered. Arfightol 
"Reginhald ſhe ſhuddered with horror and 


\ 
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diſmay, « though yet. uc with 
the puùrpoſe of his appearance. A ſolemn 
pauſe of ſilence enſued; the Counteſs 

ttembling; Raymond confounded; and 

the brothets; -1 Who -could; not be hold this 
diſorder without. ſome faigt, emotion, col- 

leging new force, and arming- themlelves; 
againikgthe aſſaults of pity? {2 114 Lf 7s 
An encouraging glance from Grey, at 

length, emboldened Ins: Lord to break; 
ſilenee . He eonjured the Counteſs hy all, 
heri hopes of. peage, all the tenderneſs ſhe! 
lelt for her darling lon, ng longer to delay 
her-own happineſs; no longer ta coninue 
thus Pervefſtly inſenſible ob! his juſt rer. 
tenſians to her love. He now, odd beg 
for herʒ he declared, to claim thoſe rights, 
which the roy al favour had conferred upon4 
him; that neither his honour, nor, his, 
love; permitted him, anytlonger, to latter . 
her:pride, or to indulge Her weak ſeryples..: 
be fell upon her knees, and began 
to utter an eatneſt and paſſionate VOWS, 
iat ſhe never would content to accept 
his hand; but Raymond and bis aſfaciates- 
quekly interrupted and raiſed her from the, 
ground. Nor wüs her great ſpirit, yet! 
ſubdued by this rude: violence: ſhe turned. 
upomahem with looks of aftoniſhment and: - - 
diftain. + Raymond entteated; Grey re- 
provedther pride; and Regi nhald.denqune». | 
Edttic Ngo. of heaven againſt her | 

— obſtinacy:. 


* 


tion. Aſter a long interval of faint and 
breathleſs depreffion, ſhe ſeemed to revive, 


= Hae” 


obſtinacy: whilſt the tender mind of Elinor, 


_ wounded deeply by the diſtreſs of her dear 


miſtre ſs thus furrounded with cruelty and 


oppreſſion, eafed itſelf in unavailing tears. 
Raymond ſtilf held the hand of Ela; and 

the impious Monk, „ho had waited for 

the ſignal from Grey, ſuddenly began to 


pronounce the marriage rites; but was 


_ inſtantly interrupted by loud and piercing 


ſhricks frequently and violently repeated 
both by the Counteſs and her attendant. 


The vnhappy Lady could not long ſup · 


port this violent emotion; ſhe ſunk down 
upon her couch and Raymond hung over 
her with a mixture of tenderneſs and vexa- 


and prepared to ſpeak. ' Reginhald ſeized 
the moment of her recovery, and again 
began the holy office. But in that inſtant 


a new and unexpected interrupiion cheek- 


ed his profane purpoſe, and confounded the 


| baſe attempt of uſurpation and cruel op- 
preffion. - The found of haſte and trepi- 
dation feemed to approach the chamber. 
Raymond ſtarted; the brothers ſhook at 
the alarm; a voice was heard calling ioud- 
ly on Grey. He iſſued forth; Raymond 


and the Monk followed: they ſaw a do- 


meſtic pale and breathleſs: with haſte, who 


juſt found words to declare that Lord 
JJ 7 oOTT 5 William 
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William was on his way, and would ſpec 


dily reach the caſtle. | © 

Not the condemned criminal when he 
receives. his final ſentence; not the ſinner, 
yet unconfirmed in guilt, "when the ſrdden 
cralh of thunder appalls his ſpirit, ever 
ſhrunk into ſuch abject conſternation, as 


Raymond now experienced from this 


ſhocking intelligence. Grey was ſcarcely | 
els confounded, although he feared only _ 
for his ſafety, Ang had no ſenſe of wound- a 
ed konour,: They haſtened into an adja- 
cent apartinent, Where Reginhald a alone 
was Tufficiently compoſed to examine this 
meſſenger of terror; who informed them; -- 
that his appointed duty had led him to 
ſome diftance | from the cafile, where he 
had diſcovered a ſmall company. of travel- 
lers, who, on his near approach, appeared 
in disorder and perplexity : that they had 
demanded his condition and place of reſi- 
dence, and on their part informed him, 
that they. were the attendants and meſſen- 
gers of Lord William, who had landed on. 
the coaſt of Corbwall, and was ſoon to re- 
ſume the poſſeſſion of bis caftls : the in- 
formation they had received on their way 
of che nuptials of the Counteſs had filled 
them with conſternation; three of them 
had reſolved t6 return and convey this in- 
telſigence to their Lord, whilſt an e ual 
3 now haſtened forward; if poſſibl 

| | 14 0 


| to Prevent A fatal a Shade 
faid he, pointing downwards from the 
window which commanded” a full. view of 
the c: Ale-gates, 6 their ſpeed hath equal- 


led mine, and they are nyw entering. — 
Gley ruſhed out, And oldeted the doneſ. 
tic to follow. He received the unwelcome 
gueſts with an appearance of reſpz&. They, 


were conducted ta an apartment, and em 
tertained with: due courteſy by the f man 
who had brought the news of their arrival, 
and who now had ſtrict charge, that for a 
while they, ſhould be kept from any in. 
tercourſe or conference with the ber at- 

tendants. 
A ſmall ray of hope ſeemed £9 gart 
through. the gloom, which had EE 
the wind of Grey, when he found that 
Lord William 1001 Was not yet, arfived, 
* little relpite feemed. of. moment, as it 
allowed him to reflect, and. to concert. his 
future meaſures, At fit, he thoug ht of 
abandoning his Lord, and Feng, him- 
ſelf by fig ht 3 but, although irt 
ſhould. not be. able fo reveng 3 ict de ſerti- 
on, the. power. and re: mnt, "of Lord 
Hubert were terrible, a 1d could. not fail 
to deſtroy him. Gay 191 9 5 of ſharing in 
the riches of this great houſe, of Saliſbury, 
755 had long, Cofſeſſed. his. imagination; ind 
be now. Et the moſt umplacable | hatred to 
"ths; Wen, wha, Was e to Wa 
ele 
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e 


theſe gay hop es. Ulis malice and his- fears 
confpired ene the molt deſpe / 
rat bourſe of action. He reſolved to 


make one daring effort more, and, if pos 


fibley ſtill to: eſtabſiſn the pretenſions of his 


maſter, and to moe his fix! by: a bolt = 


£ 


affafſination. af 70 

In ſuch diſpoſitions did this W mi- 
nion return to his Lordi], He found hirn 
ſank in deſpair, and tortured with diſtrac- 
tion. Scarcehy had he began to (peak; 
when Raymond, ſtarting up in frantio 
emotion, ſeized upon him with dreadful 
wenachs of vengeatite; as the treacherous, 


murderer of his honour and his peace ; and 


curſt himſelf and his vile {ediicet in all the 
bittèrneſs of remorſe. Ræginhald fled, 


und ſought to hide himſelf bh the terror 
olf his refentment. Grey, without the leaſt 


expoſtulation, the leaſt attempt to allay 
the fury of his Lord, ſuffered the violence 


of lis paſſion to take its free courſe, and 
te Wafte its forcein Fruitlefs: execratiqus. 


And ſoon was the ſtormallayed and Rays 


manch, as if recovering flom a ſudden 
frenzy, foftened into grief and tenderneſs, 
condemned his own extra vagance, and 


entreated his favourite to adviſe, direck, 
and extricate him from this difficult and 


dahgerous ſituation. 219083 205 man no 


Gieß neither endeavoured to palliate 


9 nor dan leffen 05 anger, 
ed iR e 65 — Which 
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which his Lord dreaded. He obſerved 
that Raymond had indeed proceeded fo 
far as to leave no doubt that he had dif- 
regarded the conditions impoſed; by the 
King, and had attempted the moſt law- 
leſs acts of oppreſſion. His own part in : 
theſe tranſactions he repreſented as the - 
effects of his unbounded zeal for the ſer- 
vice of his maſter; a zeal which threat - 3 
ened to involve him in the fatal conſe- | 
quences/of an injured huſband's venge- 
ance. Such diſcourſe only ſerved to irri- 
tate the pain which Ray mond felt. Is 5 
8 no way to retreat with honour ?' 
eried he. No! nor with ſafety,” return- : 
44. dis minion. Leet us not think of re- 
© treat. We are engaged, and muſt : 
F; Ade our purpoſe. Lou wonder; 
but the way is obvious, and there is 
$: * but one way, Perhaps this huſband 
* cores but lightly attended: you have 
Knights and men of arms. Nay, ftart 
not. Shall we tamely hold our throats, 
5 and receive death from him? No; this 
arm ſhall prevent the blow.“ —Ray- 
mond had long been: accuſtomed. to re- 
fign himſolf io the guidance of this fayou- 
tite: by him he had been gradually led 
on from one <xceſs to the other; and fo 
motou hiy was his mind prepared to re- 
ceive the very worſt impreſſions, (ſuch is 
* fatal conſequences of "RE firſt devia- 
tion 
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tion from virtue) that, inſtead of trem · 
. at this laſt propoſal, he ſeemed 
only ſollicitous to know the ſureſt means 
of effecting it. And, here again, the 
favourite aſſumed that ſuperiority which 
the pliant temper of bis Lord and an 
intimate acquaintance with his. weakneſs. 
and unjuſt deſigns had "given. him. He 
daeſired that all future meaſures ſhould be 
-entrufted to him; that from: him the a- 
tendants ſhould be dire cxed to receive their 
ordets. Raymond acquieſeed, yet not 
- without the utmoſt: anxiety, and moſt. : 
melancholy preſages. His retirement 
Was diſturbed” and painful : all the inha- 
bitants of the | caſtle | plainly perceived 
that ſomething extraordinary. had occur- 
red; ſomething to diſorder their Lord, 
and to perplex his deſigns. The Coun- 
teſs alone felt ſome degree of comfort: 


ſhe fondly impated the ſudden retreat 
of her perſecutors to ſome happy event 


which! the: flight of Oßwald had: produ- 
ed, ſome appearance of her friends, or 


ſome accounts of their motions... Hence 
Was her harraſſed mind enabled to reco- 


ver from the violent,” thock. Which it had : 

1 Ne now received. 

las the mean time, the en PRE 5 

crafty Grey, once more, ſought the meſ- 

ſengers of Earl William, Who by this time 

* aneh 1 at the manuer of their 
9 reception. 


. NS GS WORD, 

. He met them with.-cqurtcous 
1 8 12 declared, that the Counteſs, 
whQ was now ill at eaſe, and gould not ad- 
mit them to her preſence, had, ſont to in- 
form herſelC particularly of᷑ the intelligence 

-whick; they brought, They related briefly 
the err af William, the place of his 
-pteſent reſidence, and his intention of ſpee- 
-dily returning to his own eaftle. ,. Grey 
Teceived:the:account with coldneſs and at 
fected difidence : he obſerved, that: © the 

moſt poſitive aſſurances had been. receiv- 

ed ic Earl William had periſbed in 

France; that if he really was approach- 

Hung, he guſt be received with due rrſpect : 

put, if envy or malige ſought to. diſturb 
the approaching happineſs of Lord 

Ray mond by falſe intelligene, his power 
*-was great and his reſentment, would be 
© violent. | By his directions, they were for 

** time to be ſtrictly guarded, leaſt 


©, *:they-ſhould alarm the minds” of bis 


friends by rumouts which might pothbly 
prove groundleſs; if otherwiſe, a 
days would releaſe them. They gazed 
upon each other with: ſurpriſe, but it was 
in vain to expoſtulate; they appealed to 
Rp to confirm the truth of their.delanati- 
lons :mnd: Grey, then proceeded to ſum- 
mon ſome of the boldeſt and moſt zealous 
_ rofitheattendants on Raymond, Who were 
ü have n to their Lord, and by him com- 
| a | manded 


e and impffitſy to. fallow: h 
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manded. to. receive their orders from bs 
Bon "18 
'Thele. commands. Grey pretended to 
Ng more fully. He told ths em, that, 
from, advices lately. received, heir, Lord 
d good reaſon to apprehend a "Falſe de- 
bgn, to is him from thoſe - poſſes, on, 
which he ſo. jul Jy. claimed, And 
be alone e hoped to derive the fow- 
ex of, remarding | his faithful followers that 
they, were to arm themſelves with Ped, : 
an careful 15 „ to/guard all the approaches 
to the caſtle, againſt force or treache 
No. Were they flow to exprels' 23S zeal 
ehearful obedience. And now this 


4 e minion flood prepared ; at the head 


a reſalute and yell appointed band, to 


Tos the entrance of 1010 William, and 


o plunge a dagger | in his heart. 
ons the) waited, in a anxious epectg- 
tion of their invaders, Dot in vain. flo 
invaders appeared, no danger threaten- 
ed them. Grey began indeed to hope 
that theſe ſtrangers had been employed 
to deceive them, and to raiſe theſe falſe 


_ alarms for ſome purpoſe yet undiſcover- 


ed ; perhaps by ſome friends of the Coun- 
teſs, who had learned or ſuſpected her 
preſerit condition. He viſited the meſ- 
ſengers frequently, inſulted them on the 
ke, ar of falſehood which their intel- 
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and. endeavoured to terrify them into a 
confeſſion of the real 7 of their 
coming. They fleadily, adhered to their 
former declarations, and related ſuch cir- 
eumſtances of the fortunss, tte dangers, | 
and the arrival of Lord William on the 
coaſt of England, as but too plainly de. 
monſtfated Weile truth and integfity. WM + 
Grey was convinced, but diſſembled 15 | 
conviction. He waited - impatiently for MW ;c 
'the approach of the Earl, but no intelli- M 6 
gence could be received; no anuſual ap- he 


pearance, no ariival of ttrange and un- fi 
pe dded viſitants, had broke in upo n the pr 
ſilense and. tranquility , of the ' adjacent I 4; 
- lands... The diſappointment ' ſerved bit WM o 
the more to: perplex and alarm him : bis th 
vigilance was not. relaxed ;. he kept his ce 
force collected about him, and. ſtill flood th. 


] reſolved to mect.his danger, and Eoriftrm- 
ed in his e ee i . 
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7 HE am faithful faowers. of Eatt . 
I WaLLittam, who had determined to 
or. rcturn to their. Lord, found him juſt iſſuing | 
ile forth from the hall of Randolph, at 5 
p- head of a ſmall body of attendants. At 
n- WW fight of them his mind was filled with fad 
he WM preſages. He turned upon his ancient 
nt friend with. ſurpriſe : then both ruthed 
"ut Wl forward, impatient to learn, the caule of 


ht this one xpecled return; and inſtantly re- 
his ceived the melancholy tidings, that, whilſt | 
20d. WM their companions, had brought. the news 
m of the Earl's arrival io the Caſtle of 
of Saliſbury, they had returned to acquaint 
|. 5 mY the Counteſs had given her hand 


10 Raymond, and that his nuptlals had 
a \lemnized on the very ha of their 
approach, . 

The bitterneſs. of this intelligence was 
too great even for the great ſoul, of W1L- 
Liam, He ſunk into a ſilent diſmay, and 
ſeemed unwilling or unable to contend 
with deſpair. The Knight, whoſe fuſpeQ- 

ing * had been POP for this 
account, 
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account, ſtrove to rouſe and comfort him 
but a long time were his efforts fruitleſs, 
The afflicted Lord ſcarcely forced out, at 


long and heavy intervals, ſome broken 


ſighs, ſome conftiſed and imperfect expret- 


en of anguiſh, of reſentment, at the 


3 ſuppoſed unkindneſs of his wife, and the 


Ty and* unworthineſs of her fatal 
— 4 nth At length, ſuddenly ſtarting 
rom” this extreme, 0 depreflic on to that! of 


1 mot violent futy, he uttered "dreadfu! 


CT „„ 


denunciations of veng eance againſt the de- 
tober. 'of His 5 and Called on his 
friends to attend him inſtantly” to his caſtle, 


| and | to aſſiſt him in a brave and juſt fe 


# 


1 Y : - the 1 in jüries 


'Venge. But here the 'caufi, ion of Ae old 
*'Rmpht interpofed, and with difficulty” pre- 


Valet on him t return th His friendly 


roof and; there to "conſult maturely upon 


the ITY prudent, meaſiites. Tie Eail 
; h Go yet ſeemed intent on on the 


Went And darin courſe.” In vain 


5 A 0 N remind Hm of the” inſuffici 


Mee) numbers of his tetinuc, and ige lu 


ty Perior Ad VAntages of the ulurßer. The 


orm of prion was fin od hd terrible; 
now conſe the Earl 3 5 to danger or Ak 

hich Bis honour had 
aimed were ge ſole object ofhis thotights 


i N His ſole pu ge i 1.04 7 


he farr 1 170 gelbe ſoon” perceived 4 
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unexpected incident ; and, n to 


leatn the cauſe, appeared before her, 


hoſt and her protector. Randolph accoſted 


e e her to unite her gentle er 


ſua and! to prevent Lord Wilttam', rom, ! 


| ruſhing precipitately on ruin... Not cried, 


11 


the. Earl, haſbly, interrupting him, © the, 


(attempt W not, aſh, nor the parpote' def- 


Perate. Fs What tho! Held, wife hath' fo foon, £ 


forgotten, me? WI at, tho* the ablence of a, 
few. months, was too g great for her impa- 


tienes? What, tho* [the hath accepted. 


a "ſecond. huſbind ?. Have my. numeroy 8. 


3 dependants too been falle'?. Have Whey, 


„forgotten me? No! je us colle& |? them ! 


tle tus fre. their braye ſpirits: t revenge, 
"hai in njured, Ar and let bf ray fall, 
| WE is ys, force upon this adul terous 
Ba 15 


— Jacqueline” ſeemed loft in 'confa-. 


* Randolph a gain inte rpoled, and ur 


of the danger of 0 Sep, "thus weakly 
1 1 Tall : and openly, 
Uo give defiance loa mon, But now 


0 Mio 0 WE 115 reſerve. ey |; 1 9 


10 the e court. of. E 
9 900 1555 
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this ſtrange land; in vain have 1 indulg- 
* the pleaſing hope of regaining my loſt 
« inheritance, and (if he ftill kupports the 
© miteriesof oppreſſion) my in: ared parent. 
x Will not the King protea'———"* He ſhall 
* give me juſtice' ried. William his 
arm taiſed him to the, throne : This arm 
© can teat him from it.“ Then embracing 
her with a paternal» fondneſs, The ſpi- 
©rit of thy brave father,” ſaid he, dwells. 
in thee. Yes, fair partner of my fer- 
tunes, the King ſhall give me Jaſtice. 
Let my wiſe, no, the wife of Ray mond, 
© now enjoy for a wile, her foul difloyalty.. 


»My vengeance ſhall be fiſt difected 


© againſt the great author of my wrongs, 
*the —.— Aubert. In the face of his. 
- © miſguided Sovereign, before the gallant. 


Nobles of England, will l p proclaun his. 


6 { balenefs,” and eee edi eſe. Let 
dus haſten to the royal prefence:: : there 


©ſhall my friends croud round me, and MY, 


vaſſals attend my orders. 
_ Randolph: was p'cafed at this: ein: 


on, which William conſidèred as the moſt 


honourable, but be as the ſafeſt courſe. 
The time, the manner, and all the cir- 
cumſtances of their departure” were now 


ſettled with more temper and. compoſe ed 
Jaellbefation. The Knight jnlifted* to ac- 
company his noble friend, together with 
«bun Blowers: . Jacqueline confents- ; 


his b 


1 


1 ed 


ed iter ³·¹;mmm ²ĩ 1. — i 3 ke 
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64 Kill to reſide in Cornwall, until the 
Earl had obtained, firlt, the full redreſs. of 
his own injuries, and, then, the happy 
means of reſcuing her father, or of reveng- 
ing his fate. The little troop was ſoon 

epared. to enter on their march, ane 
ſoon; took their way, with no ungallant- 
ſnew. The mind of Lord William was 
ill gloomy and diſordered. He thought 
on his wife: the tenderneſs of her former 
love, the noble nature which all her acli- 
ons had ia variably diſplayed, .recurrred to- 
his mind, but now ſerved only to aggra- 
vate his deſpair. Fler ſtrange and pre- 
cipitate compliance. with the pv aka of 
Ray mond was perplexing: to be fo- ſoon 
forgatten was tormenting : and ever and 
anon he unhoſomed his di raed thonghys | 
to the friendly Knight, „ 

* Fooliſh | and wretched is the: man 
(thus would he exclaim) who builds his 


© happineſs. on the frail. and inſtable affec- = 


„tion of woman. O my friend! how ſe- 

* curely did I conceive our loves to have 
been founded ! how firmly did her heart 
© ſeem linked to mine! Can I forget the | 
© time, when all the noble youth of Eng- 


land courted the ſmil's of the rich and: 


(beautiful heireis of Earl Patrick, when 
her eyes; marked me out as their, moſt : 
* worthy: object, and ber love graced my 
; = * ? Can 1 forget the day 115 4 
Was 
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I. was frtt, icly, diſti 4 
her favouf? The folemn jouſts Were 
prepared: the Knights glittered in their 
b pompous array: we were ſurrounded 
„ ith all the beauties of the land; but 


our thoughts and deſires were fixed on 


Ela. How did T labour to engage ber 
attention by my gorgeous entity Well 
do remember the device which then 
adorned thy ſtield, and wich my ybuth- 
ful pride hdd dictated. It was an eagle 


© towering! in air, with his eyes fixed on 


che ſun ; andttheſe words beneath? Nor 
„ ARROGOGANTMHSU EOhSeroUs br wort s-' 
Es. > Wenraverfed the Hiftsin{olemmy 
tate ; and each champion, as he paſſed,” 
made low obeifance” towards the place 


pere Eta fat ; but each ünnoticed, till, 


Wilm paeing proudly by, and pay- 
ing the juſt homage to her higli beauty, 
© ſuddenly ſhe let fall the knot f fibbons 
Which adorned lier lovely atm. Lſeized, 

Kkiſſed, and fixed it in my creſt: and on 
Sthar day did my gallant deeds confels 


my zeal to metit her highregards. Ma- 


ny a ſpęar was braveſy ſnivered: but, 
deſte our appointeq coutſes' were finiſhed 
7 loud and ſudden ſhriek aſfafled our 


Laffrighted èats: we turned and ſaw the | 


L ſeaffold, wheére this fair dame was ſeated, 
Avyielding to itz load. I burſt lie light 
ning to her keſeue andi amidſt all 'the 
eee e 758 A =; * 21118 bfficious 
; £:98.54% > | | 
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A ie | 
publicly, diſtinguiſhed by 
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re" MY. offeious and vigorous ' jnterpoſition. of 
ir! Iban gtroud, Which the dangerous inci- 

-d' dent had collected, this arm it was which 
ut! £ ſaved, herring did our loves decreaſe ? Of 


L6G &% + 


er { one ent ſachibed to any athon ob- 
eee And yet, ſo ſoon to be forgotte ntl 


n 1 falſe tidings of My" death ſo eagerly x 
7 M-+feceived U— 
le Randolph was n to dhvett' Hin 5 
dn frem this melancholy ſubject. Revenge, f 
7 be knew, was grateful to the high (Gul 
- WM- of William z/ and he laboured to mſpire 
nn MM him with hopes of a brave revenge. © He 
wy ſpoke of the arts that had been uled to in- 
ce WM {fluence the weakneis of ja widowed, un- 
We ended, unaſſiſted woman; of the craft 
of Hubert, and as iniquitous abuſe of the 
5 \ royal fayour.; But now, aid he, the 
e Mall kn. w.. this minion: heſhall 
Kno- ich what, teien purpoſe? of 
5 op ſſion land injuſtice; | bis falte heart 
nccrde and his falle tongue uttered. 
1 lying tale of Earl Wullafn' s. death; 
Alk; ſpeedily ſn all he ex cute the fall 
_ * vengeance due to the wounded honour of 
his blave kinſman. — With ey eg9 dartin 
indignation, and ſounds of diſdain, the 
Barf rsplied, that his own influence and 
; Teputation,, in England, his noble friends 
and aumerous adherents, had made kings; 
and that he relied on theſe much more 
561 I 
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than on the juſtice of young Harr, 
Alas' ſaid he, little can thy honeſt en 
conceive of that craft and wilyinfinuati 
on with which this courtier hath wound 
© himſelf to the heart of his eaſy prince, 
le alone directs and commands him, 
The noble ſpirits of England are infolent- 
3 ſcorned; and the remoteſt corner 
of the realm feels his pernicious in- 
a fluence © Good heaven cried Ran: 
dolph (UN labouring to divert the Earl 
from the gloomy ſubject which lay deep- 
op fixed in his mind, and was ever ready 
to riſe and torment him) When ſhall our 
diſtiacted country feel the bleſſings of 
a wile and virtuous rule? Shall faction 
and tumult for ever diſturb the land, 
1 Land ſordid avarice and ſtaviſn adulation 
for ever ſurround the throne?” ls the 

<* inſolence of ilbgotten power to knov 
no. controul? Sad and gloomy is fle 
* proſpect !—And, yet, the ſpirits of my 
brave contry men, tho“ depreſſed -and 
F * overborne, are ſtill unbroken. ” They 
© have already contended, and they maj! 
 * apain contend for the great prize of 
freedom. Perhaps (and truly pleaſing} 
Lit is to indulge that hope) England may 
8 1 yet experiance ſome happy age, when 
+ wiſdom, and valour, and virtue ſhall 
1 conſpire to bleſs and to exalt her. 
424 Some gieviols Monarch may yet tha 
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< her imperial. ſceptre, flouriſhing in all 
the pride of youth, loved and revered - 
by his grateful people, and dreaded by 
* theenemies of juflice and his kingdom. 
j Perhaps the pious care of ſome illuſtrious 
parent may bave formed dis mind to all 


+ princely virtues; perhaps ſome noble 


friend of gxalted merit and unſulſied inte- 

_ * ority may have aided the glorious work. 
»Wildom and juſtice may guide is 
* councils, and valour lead forth his victori- 
< ous atmics : the united voice of a happy 
people may bleſs him, and the amited 
1525 of all his enemies may fink before 
him. If heaven ſhould be thus gracious 
to our country, could its tranſcendent. 
© favour admut of any acceſſion? -es! 


IR the happinels, diffuſed ' from the 


+ throne, be reflected back on ſuch a 
© monarch. Let him be amply rewarded, 


in a princely conſort, fitted to grace his | 


* royal feat, and relieve his generous cares. 


"4 * —Then let the ardent prayers of his peo- 
ble be accepted. Let the princely pair | 


. flouriſh, and very late pay the debt of 
nature: ſrom heir to heir let their virtues 


- be tranſmitted ; and immortai be the 2 


glories and bleſſings of their reign P 


The ſpirit of the good Knight was ele- 
- vated and inflamed by this idea of public 


| *Tlicity, the moſt exalted and Gatiplete 
bY Such his . could form: and 


"William | 


pay = 
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"William ſcemed to forget his private grief 
Land to be wrapt in the lame pleaſing 
dream. And how. they. app prbached to- 
"wards. "the city of Marlbocouy h Where 
"Henry Aill- held his court. The diſtant 


View of his royal ſeat raiſed a violent agita- 


_tion in the. breaſt of SalifÞary. He was 
now gn the point of breaking from his 
"obſcurity, and once more, ſhining forth 


in his native ſphere: and be felt all the 


,Emotion of an high and noble mind, i im- 


12 15 of wrongs, ready to urge them 


Idly,. and. reſolute to ſeek redreſs. He 
entered the city, when ſuddently his ſpirit 
Was fill farther agitated by a firange and 
"4 unexpected encquntet, A ſmall, but 


5 troo approached, him, headed 


a. youth of noble port, Their leader 


£ already fixcd his eyes upon him, with 
"marks of wonder, and, flopping, as if de- 
pri ved of all power of mo jon, .pronounced 


the name of "Saliſbury. iam came for- 
ward with couitequs demeangur, atten- 


N 


N fidely ſurveying the ſtranger, who at once 
- ended his ſulpence, yet *encreaſed his won- 
der, by 8 himielf the young Lord 
"of Poictiers, that hauvig gney whom his ge- 
_ _nerofity had reſtored hg an injarious! father. 
3 Audden' exclamation of. ſu, 26 buſt 
| 15 the Earl; and. an inter va Ka 


— 


den ſued :. at length. he Was ,cnabled, 19 ex 
claim Go caveris! the lon of the 
; | . oppreſſot 


of Magee 
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| © oppreſſot: and murderer of my friend |— 

7 And in England !—the father too, per- 
- © haps, is ready to inſult our wrongs; and 
- © boaſt of his perfidious cruelty, /——* With 
{ © his aſhes' replied the youth, let his 
= * errors alſo he buried. Doſt thou love 
s Wl © the good Les Roches? He is my friend 
J * and father: extend thy love to me, 
1 and fay, bleſs me with the happy tide- 

0 < ings; that the fair Jacqueline hath eſcap- 

. + ed the ſtorm of contention. and misfor- 
1 tune, and lives in ſafety. Would to 
. © heaven cried the Ear], that her father 

t were now in England, to embrace and 

| * bleſs her; to be witneſs of her noble na- 

t ture, and to thank the ſaints for her pre- 

1 * ſervation !'— The young Lord could no 

r longer reftrain his impatient ardor; they 

1 had both alighted, and he now ruſhed on 
Earl William, and clung round his neck, 
with all the extravagance of joy. What 


* thongh' ſaid he, the brave Les Roches 
be ſtill purſued by-the ſeverity of fortune; 
he may be reſcued; he may be yet re- 
ſtored to honour and happineſs: Lord if 
1 Wh © Willam will not. deny his atliftance; he | ff 
| * will aid me with his power, whillt I la-, 

* bour to reſtore him «= Now, cried the 

* Earl, * Lam indeed thy friend —Bat we 

* are at the Engliſh court. Here muſt I 

* make a tial of my. power. If the name 

* of Sahſbnry be not forgotten ; if a few _.. 
Vor. I. I : . œ ð i * manm 
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© months of obſcurity have not totally ef. 
, * faced the remembrance of my birth, my 
actions, and my ſervices, I fhall yet ob- 
* tan redreſs of my private wrongs; and, 
if he ſtill ſurvives, I ſhall relieve my 
„ 5 
Thus ſaying, he ruſhed forward, with 
an aſpect of fiery reſentment and indig- 
nation. Chauvigny turned back with his 
followers, and attended him, expecting 
ſome important diſcovery, ſome explana- 
tion of what the Earl had haſtily and ob- 
ſcurely hinted. They foon reached the 
very centre of greatneſs and magnif- 
cence ; and, now, the long loſt Earl 


of Saliſbury once more appeared in be- 


coming ſtate amidſt the nobles of Eng- 
land, ſhining like the great light of hea- 
ven when juſt emerged from a dark and 
baleful eclipſe. His ancient friends em- 
braced him; his peers crouded round 
him, impatient to learn the ftory of his 


_ - wonderful deliverance. Not fo. the craf - 


ty Hubert: he heard of his arrival with 


terror, and beheld him with confuſion 
and diſmay. The young King haſte ned 
to congratulate his noble kinſman, wiv i 


ſunk upon his knee, loudly: calling for 
| juſtice and redreſs. Henry raiſed him, 

and demanded the cauſe and purpoſe ot 
his petition. The Earl collected hs 
great ſpirit, and, with looks of terror and 


diſdain, 
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N diſdain, pointed to Hubert, whilſt ſilence 
f and ſuſpence poſſeſſed the croud of nobles. 


Come forth, ſaid he, thou wicked au- 
, * thor of my wrongs! come forth, and 
y meet the vengeance due to thy treachery. 


Here ſtands the wretched caitiff, (ſuch 
h © this' arm ſhall prove him) who baſely 


: © ſeized the fatal moment of my abſence 
is WW © to deſtroy my peace and happineſs for 
g ever. Bear witneſs for me, ye warlike 
a- Barons and Nobles of this land, with 


be * what zealous loyalty 1 laboured to ſup- 
he port the cauſe of Henry, and to eſtabliſh 
fi- dur rightful King on that royal ſeat : for 


rl him and for our country have 1 encoun- 
x- WW * tered the toils and deſperate calamities of 
g- war, the fury of proud foes and formida- 
ca- ble hoſts, the rage of ſtorms and waves, 
nd and the dangers of the tempeſtuous 


* ſupported the painful taſk of honour, and 
| © wonderful hath my deliverance been. 


af: And what is my recompence ? Whilſt I 
th WW © fought in Gaſcoigne, this pernicious cour- 
on WF © tier, who never experienced the hazards 
ned and diſtreſſes gf the field, never knew 
who * aught but the luxurious eaſe of a palace, 
for WF © contrived the ruin of the brave harraſſed 


* foldier. He choſe out his minion, his 
* nephew, the unworthily ennobled Ray- 
mond: he filled the royal ears with falſe 
* and malicious tales of my death; he fent 
8 „„ 


© ocean, Scarcely have theſe ſhattered limbs 
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his creature to ſeize my caſtle, my power, 
and my extended domain; and to inſult 


728 my unhappy Counteſs with his adulte- 


© rous love: he hath abuſed her weakneſs; 
© he bath deceived her credulity, or per- 
© haps by force, poſſeſſed himſelf of her 
© bed. 1 ſeek not for. reparation : my 
* wrongs. will not admit of this; but! 
call for juſt puniſkment, for vengeance 
due to that deadly wound my bonour 
92 hath thus ſuſtained. | To the juſtice of 
my liege Lord 1 fly,. —to your royal 
Juſtice, rather than to the influence 
© which Saliſbury ſtill maintains, and the 
power which he ſtill commands in Eng 
„land. ̃ 

Henry was emdacralled Hoe 4 
by the boldneſs of this addreſs. I he 


precipitation with which he had yielded 


to the deſire of Hubert now appeared 
in the true light, and covered him with 
confuſion, He prepared to accoſt the Earl 
in ſuch ſoothing terms as he could com- 
mand in this diſorder of his thoughts, 
when the favourite, verſcd in all the re- 


fined arts of diſſimulation, haftily- prevent- 


ed him, and thus aſſumed the ſemblance 


of a generous e of all cenſure or 


ſuſpicion ;, 

That I rejoice at the happy arrival of 
Earl William, the ſaints are witneſſes: 
by * that |] believed him dead ſurely _ 
| "6 be 
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| © be deemed a crime, when ſuch repeated 
. * aſſurances were received that he had 
* ſhared the fate of his unhappy Country- 

men. What though I too indulzently 


«© conſented to the wiſhes of my nephew, 

r and obtained him permiſſion to woo the 
7 gentle Counteſs, whom all the land re- 
| * garded as a widow ? What force, what 
e * fraud, what injury was meditated ? 
r © What injuſtice hath been committed? 
ff * What vile diſhoneſt purpoſes have been 
al Purſued, that vengeance 1s ſo loud)y de- 
6 * nounced ? The ſoul of Ray mond is noble, 

ge and his procedure hath been honourable. 

3— * True he ſought the Counteſs; he found 


* her deep in ſorrow ; he indulged her 
 forrow ; nor urged his paition. with the 
* importunity of violent love. He waited, 
if, happily, time and his tender cares 
might move the Counteſs to liſten to his 
* ſuit ; bur, thanks to the interpoſing provi- 
dence of heaven, his ſuit could not pre- 
„vai! —60, Lord William, repair to thy 
* princely caſtle: there thy wife waits to 
receive thee: there ſhalt thou find her 
unaſſailed and unpolluted. Go, and be 
' happy ; and, when thou refecteſt on 
thy own credulity, learn to forgive 
thoſe who too eafily received the lalſe 
© ſtory of thy death,” | 
The Earl gazed in. ſilence, doubting, 
yet Nog to believe theſe happy tidings. 
| 4 Hubert 
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Hubert repeated his aſſurance with an aſ- 
pect ſteady and compoſed. By my 
_ * Holidame exclaimed the King, it 


* rejoiceth us that Lord William hath now 


found his ſuſpicions falſe: not the unex- 
* pected deliverance and happy arrival of 
our noble couſin give us greater joy.— 


But let us forget all jealouſies, and deſ- 


bpiſe all falſe rumours.— Embrace, and 
forgive Lord Hubert, command our pow- 
*er, and enjoy the reward of thy gallant 
* toils.'—The courtiers echoed the ſenti - 


ments of their Prince, and William with 


a conſtrained ſubmiſſion gave his- hand 
to Hubert: his noble friends were collect- 
ed round him, and renewed their congra- 
tulations : the King by his carreſſes ſeemed 
willing to efface the rememberance of 
that eaſineſs with which he had yielded to 
the deſires of his favourite, and this fa- 
vourite, by an aſſumed affection and hum- 
bleneſs of deportment, ſought to quench 
all remains of animoſity in the mind of the 
injured Earl; but conſcious, of his own 
artifice and hypocriſy, he naturally ſuſpect- 


ed that readineſs of belief, with which 


Saliſbury ſeemed to yield to his declarati- 
ons, as well as that ſudden calm of peace 
and reconciliation, in which his fury ap- 
peared to ſubſide. He had injured, and 
therefore hated. him: he had affirmed 
boldly to divert the preſent ſtorm: but, 
. 2755 whether 
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whether the Counteſs had already yielded 
to Raymond,, or whether he had forcibly 


| poſſeiſed himſelf of her bed, as yet he 


knew not: and poſhbly Lord William 


| might detect his falſehood, and return 


with double fury, to urge his wrongs, - 
and ſeek his - juſt vengeance. Such 


thoughts he revolved for a while in his 
| buſy mind; and then confirmed himſelf. 


in the dreadful purpoſe of concealing 
his baſeneſs, and providing effectually for 


his ſafety and power by the immediate de» © - 


ſtruction of this Lord. 


** 
% 


- Far other thoughts now employed the 


Earl, He had by flow degrees, and by 


the repeated aits of refined and Ready 
hy pocriſy, been wrought into a firm perſua- 
ſion, that Hubert had declared the truth; 
that his meſſengers had been deceived; 
and that his wife ſtill preſerved her loyal- 
ty: and he freely indulged theſe delight · 
ful thoughts, which. naturally inſpired an 
enlivened joy and compiacency.. The 
gracious condeſcenſion of the King he re - 

caved with juſt returns of duty; he ſhared 


in the delight Which his noble friends ek, 


preſſed at his return; and, altho' he won; 
dered, yet was he affected with due plea- 
ſure, at the zeal and love which the young 
Lord of France diſcovered, at that earneſt · 


1 neſs of friendſhip which ſeemed ſo kindly 


intereſted in his fortunes. But not the 
£7 | K 4 ſplendor 
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ſplendor and pleaſures of a court, not the 
affection of friends, nor the ſmiles of royal 
favour, could detain him in the city of 
Marlborough. He was impatient to ſeek 
his own noble manſion, and his attendants 
held themſelves in readineſs to accompany 
him. Without any delay, but what re- 
freſhment neceſſarily demanded, he took 
a dutiful leave of the King; he received the 
repeated aſſurances of Hubert, that his 
nephew had already retired from the 
caſtle, and that the Connteſs waited to 
embrace him with unabated love, and 
he departed at the head of his little troop, 
now reinforced by the followers of Lord 
Chauvigny, who declared bis reſolution to 
attend the Earl of Saliſbury. _ 
They took their way; and William, 
who had hitherto been totally, engaged 
Dy his own great affairs, was now more at 
eaſe, and more at leiſure to recall the ten- 
der ſentiments of friendſhip, and to think 
on the good Les Roches. Gentle Lord, 
ſaid he addreſſing himſelf to young Chau- 
vigny, * how have I deſerved this zealous 
attachment, theſe extraordinary inſtances | 
of your affeQtion d Say, what ſurpriſing 
- Gevents have brought thee [hither ? Say, 
© how hath Les Roches merited thoſe ten- 
der names, I think thou gaveſt him, of 
friend and father? What of his fortunes 
*canſt thou inform me? If he indeed 
. N. ſurvives, 
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© ſurvives, where ſhall I ſeek him? How. 
© ſhall I reſtore his daughter ?'—The men- 
tion of Jacqueline brightened the coun- 
tenance of her lover with a momentary 
joy, which was inſtantly clouded, and 
with a: ſigh which awakened all the fears 
of William; he exclaimed at the ſeverity 
with which fortune had purſued his gene- 
rous friend. I {till hope, ſaid he, and 
on that hope relts all my comfort, that 
he is now in England, but whither dri- 
© ven, or where he may now lay his me- 
© lancholy, head, alas, I know not. It is 


my purpoſe to ſeek him, and in this 


good purpoſe Earl William ſurely muſt 
aſſiſt me.—Let me unfold the ſtory of 
our fortunes, and no longer wonder to 
© (ee Chauvigny in this land.'— They rode 
ſlowly on apart from their aſſociates, all 
but the good old Knight; and the French- 
man thus began. = n 


er. 0. 
—_— OW can I reflect on that credu- 
: lity, with which my father yield- 


*ed to the falſe and malicious repreſen- 
© tations. of Mal-leon,, and that unme- 
* rited ſeverity with which he purſued our 
6 { e p 
generous friend ?—Peace and forgiveneſs 
© to his departed ſpirit If thou haſt alrea- 
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dy heard how the hunted fugitive ran- 
ged through the wilds and deſart moun- 
© tains, ſpare me the odious recital : yes, 
thou muſt have heard. Thy brave 
© countrymen, who long defended him, 
* muſt have at length found their Lord. 
Their valour only could have reſcued 
© thee from the ſnares of envy and cruelty. 
And may due honour and reward at- 
. © tend that fidelity, which guarded the 


* unhappy devoted head of Les Roches! 


Long time they watched over him in his 


* melancholy retreat: nor was it their 


* want of vigilance, but his own abſence 
© of thought and careleſs inattention. to 
© danger, which at laſt ſeparated him from 
© their protection. SARA 
It was on the morning of a night of 
© broken and difordered flumbers, that 


* the unhappy Lord ſtarted from his 


hard couch, full of inward grief and agita- 
* tion. The woody covert where he had 
* ſought repoſe, at firſt, concealed his mo- 
© tions from the Engliſhmen, who watched 
© at ſome diſtance. Inſenſibly was he led 


* on, wrapt up in ſad and painful reflecti- 


© on; and wandered ſolitary down the 
* winding path, which led from the moun- 
© tain, was divided; and gradually loſt in a 
© vale encumbered with ſhrubs and rocks, 
and watered by a reſounding current. 

At length he awakened as from a dream, 


ſtared 
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| ſtared round on the aweful proſpect, and 
«* ſought to gain his companions. But, 


alas! he had wandered too far, and too 


* incautiouſly. Perplexed and e ee 
© ed, encompaſſed with ſteep hills, which 
- the luxuriant hand of nature had cloathed 

« with: wild magnificence of foreſt ; and, 

* ever and anon, diverted. from his courſe 


by the rocky fragments which the torrent 
* ſeemed to have waſhed: down into the 


' valley; his eyes ſearched in vain for the 
Path which he had taken: he haſtened 
* on, and pauſed by turns, without direc- 
© tion, nor totally free from terror; when 


| ' fuddenly' he deſcried a venerable perſon- 


age, clad in the habit of auſtere piety, 
on which the ſilver beard deſcended from 
* a grave and emaciated viſage. The her- 
mit advanced, raiſing. his ſhrivelled 


hands in holy benediction over our aſto» 


* niſhed friend; and, as Les Roches bow- 
* ed. before him; he enquired. with ſurpriſe 
* what fate or chance had led him into this 
5 rude: and ſolitary retreat. - 
The afflicted Lord awed by hid. 7 rever- 
end aſpect, yet comforted by that be- 
nevolence which beamed forth from his 
* looks, and ſoftened all his accents, freely 
* acknowledged that he was the wretched 
child of calamity, driven to the deſart by 
* perſecution! and oppreſſion; and that he 


. the * hills, where a 


6 few 
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« few. friends, they too ſharers in his miſ- 
fortune, waited his return. The reverend 


* father, who ſaw his anguiſh, comforted, 


6 exhorted, and by degrees ſo far gained 


bon his confidence, that he freely acknow- 
* ledged his name and quality, and brief. 


© ly related the events which had driven 
him from the ſociety of men. The her- 
* mit was moved, and, pointing to his 
cell, which lay at no great diſtance, 
« There ſaid he, ſhall thou find refuge, 
till thefe ſtorms of calamity have waſted 
& their violence. Come on, my fon, enter 
and partake of my homely refreſhment: 

« your friends too ſnall be my care. Tarry 
„% here: I know all the windings and ſe- 
% cret paths of theſe unfrequented hills. 


I ſhall ſoon find them: and here thall 


„ they enjoy a more ſecure, and perhaps, 


& leſs uncomfortable retreat.” the Ba- 


ron made obeiſance, and accepted the 
generous invitation. The hermit labour- 


ed up the precipice with flow and painful 
* ſteps, towards the place which Les Roches 


© had: deſcribed, But. here he found no 
« unhappy ſtrangers : all was ſilence and 
© {olitude. He returned full of fears and 


7 ſad forebodings, which his tenderneſs 


of nature had dictated. He entered his 
* cave, but this too was filent and ſolitary: 
no gueſt appeared; no adlicted Lord 
* waited his arrival, 
| NS « However 


* —_— a * 1 — — 1 


ſtill had his motions been long watched 
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However cautiouſly Les Roches had 
directed his courſe, however ſecret 
© and retired he had choſen his. refidence, 


* by ſome baſe and ignoble men, allured 

© by the rewards promiſed to. thoſe who 
* ſhould diſcover and ſeize him. Four 
* ſordid hinds, . diſguiſed in the garb of 
& wood-men, had diligently traced him 
© thro” all his various progreſs, but flitl 


were terrified and kept at wary diſtance 
by the vigilance and well known va- 


bur of his attendants. - The moment of 
his ſeparation had not efcaped them: 
© they exulted, and reſolved to ſeize this 


«critical occaſion. They purſued his ſteps, 


and haſtened down to the valley by dif- 
« ferent routs to them well known. They 


1 lay unnoticed, impatient to ſnatch their 


prey; they marked the late conference, 


© and ſaw the hermit depart; and no ſoon- 


der was he loſt in the diſtant wood, than 
© ruſhing furiouſly into the cave, and 
„drawing their concealed weapons, they 
ſeized the unhappy Lord unprepared for 
reſiſtance. In vain did he enquire the 
* cauſe, and endeavour to expoſtulate': 

© they ſternly cominanded him- to attend 
their pleaſure, and, hurrying him pre- 
cipitately away, directed their courſe 
towards the caſtle of Poictiers, filled 


3 with the delightful idea of thoſe rewards 


: - 
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7 they were to receive for a ſervice ſo im- 


portant. Their victim attended them, 

* patient and reſigned to their inſolence, 
0 diſdaining all entreaties and complaints; 
and was at length conducted into our ball, 
* as a man indifferent to his fate, 'and pre- 

* pared boldly: to meet the worlt that op- 

Den could inflict. x: 

But here he found a ſtrange and un. 
L looked for reception; and all the ſan- 

* guine hopes of his fordid hunters were 
© Joſt in confuſion! and diſgrace. Fortu- 
* nately. ſome followers of Les Roches, 


* who had been made priſoners, and were 


examined by my father, diſtinctly re- 

counted the events in the Iſle of Rhe, 

and fired his brave ſpirit with indignati- 
don and contempt for the Count Mal-le- 
on. He began to lament” the precipi- 
tate and miſguided ſeverity with which 
che had purſued our friend, and to revere 
the character of Lord Saliſbury, / In that 
moment he received the account of my 
* flight, with true paternal grief and anx- 
Giety; His joy at my ſpeedy return was 
© equally extravagant ;- and ſoon was he 
© informed of the generoſity that reſtored 
me to his arms. Alas! theſe violent and 
repeated impreſſions were too great for 


his weak and difordered frame. He bad 


© long been opprefled by a dangerous ma- 
lady, which as it had uiflanied. and i ap 
Dy $ tate 
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© tated his ſpirit to an unuſual degree of 


; * impatience and fretful violence, ſo was it, 
in return, inflamed and irritated by the 


| * events which this violence had produced. 


Too late did he lament his fatal raſhneſs, 
© and utter his ineffectual wiſhes to make a 
full attonement. On the very morning 
* when Les Roches arrived at Poitiers, we 
were alarmed with the ſymptoms. of his 
© diſſolution, e in theſe arms did he ex- 
we. 07 
1 Too intent on paying the mournful 
* offices to my deceaſed parent, I could 
* ſcarcely give a thought to Les Roches; I 
© had jaſt the power to iſſue my command 
that he ſhould he treated nobly. Thus 
did he continue for ſome time a priſoner, 
* unnoticed, and uncertain of his fate: an 
interval which we afterwards lamented 
* bitterly. To that we imputed the loſs of 
Jacqueline; to that, the diſtreſſes of 
Lord William ; which our imaginations _ 
* repreſented in the moſt frightful form, 
*all derived from my unhappy delay in 


| © ſeeking and offering him protection. 
At length the remains of Lord Chauvigny 


* were interred with all ſolemn rites befit- 
$ ting his exalted condition. I now be- 
came Lord of his power and domain, and 


| © ſoon found leiſure to think on the father 


* of: my beloved Jacqueline. The hinds 
Who had made him my priſoner, 3 
and 
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Land, now applied for their reward, ſay | 
me fall at his feet and embrace him, With 
dall the rapture of affection and reverence. 
They would gladly have made a merit 
© of preſerving and conveying him to my 
* caſtle 4 nor ' ſhould I have denied their 
* reward, but that their rude inſolence 
had aggravated the diſtreſſes of my friend. 
* {inſtantly pronounced him free; I vowed 
to devote all my influence and power, to 
* make atonement for bis unmerited ſuffer- 
ings; to exert the molt zealous efforts of 
 <love and friendſhip to regain his daugb- 
* ter and torelieveLord Saliſbury. But theſe 
© efforts were | exerted too late. Les 
Roches was indeed te · inſtated in full pof 
* {etiion of his lands and caſtle: but, not 
| © all our moſt diligent enquiries, not all our 
* vigilance and labour in traverſing the 
«© wildeſt and moſt - unfrequented parts of 
our provinee, could obtain. the leaſt in- 
S formation of his daughter, or his friend; 
©{o ſecretly had Saliſbury: choſen; his re- 
6. treat. ;—or perhaps he was then contend- 
ing with ſtorms and waves: perhaps ſe- 
curely landed on his own native ſhore. 
This laſt thought was pleaſing, and we 
were inclined to indulge it. Thus while 
my breaſt was filled with all the impati- 
dence of love, and pater nal fondneſs 
p. * equally" predominant in Les wore 
e we 
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« reſolution of ſeeking the dear treaſure in 
England, which fortune had ſo unkind- 
ly torn from us. Thither, ſaid we, hath 
Jacqueline been conducted by her noble 

- protector, and there ſhall we find both 

* utterly deſpairing to regain Les Roches. 

* Inflamed with ſuch hopes, we inſtantly 
* prepared our retinue, a gay and gallant : 
© train: we ſoon reached the coaſt, and 


tune that now threatened to 8 ib. 11 


ele 
1 * our flattering expectations. | 
ok © The ſea was rough and flormy ; our 


* mariners were unſkilfuk; and long time 
*did we contend with all the violence 


oy © of the winds, and long time were we 
driven from our deſtined courſe. And 


difficulties, we were cheared with the 
hopes of ſpeedily gaining the Engliſh 
© coaſt, ſuddenly we found ourſelves aſ- 
« failed by a, bold piratical veſſel, and 
* threatened with a ſevere captivity. The 
_ © hoſtile intentions of our adverſary were 


down upon us. Our force was inſtant- 
* our liberty with due ſpirit. Tortured 


. a Aa of being prevented from 
Fe 


«we ſoon concurred in the adventurous 0 


| © ſoon were we embarked : alas, 100, ſoon 1 
little ſuſpecting the ſevere reverſe of for- 


$ * bark ſtout and amply furniſhed, but our 


© when at laſt, aſter various dangers and 


©but too plainly diſcovered, as he bore - 


. <ly collected, and we reſolved to defend 
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purſuing my deſign, I raved in all the 
* wildneſs of frenzy and deſperation, which 
the good Les Roches endeavoured to re- 
 firain, himſelf equally reſolute, but in- 
* ſpired with a more deliberate and rati- 
. onal courage. No ſooner had the ene- 
my cloted with us, than this gallant 
* Lord, earneſt to prevent me in the pur- 
' ſuit of danger, leaped on board his vellel, 
was followed by a few attendants, and 
there maintained a bloody and unc qual 
* conflict. We preſt forward, earneſt to 
"ſecond this bold attack; the pirate. was 
, alarmed- at our numbers and our reſo- 
* lution, when, ſuddenly, the violence of 
the ſurge ſeparated our veſſals; and as 
ve endeavoured to regain our former ſta- 
tion, anxious for the refcue of our com- 
Panions, we were ſhocked, with the view 
ef the pirate flying before us, His veſ- 
a * ſel was of quicker ſail, and his mariners 
more expert. He left us in rage and 
* anguiſh, uttering fruitleſ, execrations, 
and ſtraining our limbs in fruitlets =fforts 
to regain our captive friends. In the 
- bitterneſs. of grief and difappointment, 
I reſolved to continue the purſuit, if hap- 
pily ſome favourable incident might 
* bring the enemy once more into our 
reach; and for a while the purſuit: was 
continued. But the ſtorm was loud, 
nw wap followess: too ſenſible of their 
* danger. 


K „ „ 
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danger. They forced me to make to- 
vards land; and, after much hazard and 
difficulty, we Were at length diſembark- 
ed on the ſouthern coaſt of England. 
We recounted our late adventure to 
the inhabitants of the coaſt, who well 
knew the pirate we deſcribed, and had 
* oftentimes ſuffered by his depredations. 
They informed us that his name was 
Willam de Moriſco, a bold adventurer, 
© who had of late frequently infeſted their 
« dwellings, and probably, e're Jong, 
* might alarm tliem by another deſcent: 


© that his exactions had ever been ſe- 


© yere, but that his nature, rude as it was, 


* diſcovered no wanton cruelty, no mali- 


* cious thirſt of blood; that an honoura- 
* ble ranſom might prevail upon him to 
* ſet our friends at liberty, I was comfort- 
ed by this intelligence, and waited for 
*a time, in hopes of ſome favourable op- 
* partunity of recovering Les Roches: but 
* no veſſel appeared; no intelligence was 
u, 8 . 1 1 
Unable to ſupport this delay, I re- 
* ſolved once more to ſeek the enemy at 
* ſea. 'My followers I knew would prove 
* averſe to ſuch an attempt; and the oc- 
* cafton demanded more ſkilful mariners, 
and a veſſel! more completely appointed 
than our's, which by this time had felt 
the ſeverity of winds and ſeas, I there- 
Ls fore 
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* fore formed the bold deſign of applying 
* for aſſiſtance directly at the Engliſh 
* court. A young King, jealous of his 


* honour, could not be unmoved at the in- 


* ſults offered to his tecritory by this ob- 
* ſcure adventurer ; he muſt readily-favour 


* the generous purpoſe of purſuing and 


* engaging him-: and, if Lord Saliſbury 
* hath now. regained his native country, 
* hecannot be leſszealous to reſcue his friend; 
* he muſt effectually aid my endeavours; 


Thus I reaſoned; and, leaving a 


þ part of my retinue on the coaſt to treat 
* for the ranſom of our friends, if the pi- 


* rate ſhould appear, I proceeded to the 
court of England, where jouſis and tour- 


_  * naments were prepared for the enter- 


* tainment of the King, now recovering 
from a tedious ſickneſs In theſe I en- 
gaged; nor was I diſgraced, or my at- 


* . ; 
_.tendants unnoticed. Henry vouchſafed 


* his attention to the ſtranger, and received 
me with a. princely welcome. I called 
myſelf a young Lord of one of thoſe pro- 
* vinces of France that acknowledge the 
a whole ſtory of my adventure on the 
voyage toward England. The King was 


* Engliſh juriſdiction; and declared the 


duly affected with indignation, com- 


* mended the gallant reſolution I expreſſ- 


4 ed of ſecking the pirate, and readily pro- 


, 


4 
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| © miſed to entruſt the chaſtiſement of this 


© inſolent plunderer to my command. 
Lord Hubert, whom | ſoon found to be 
principal in the confidence of his maſter, 
* echoed the ſentiments of Henry: he fre- 
* quently held converſe with me, and en- 
* quired much about the affairs of my pro- 
* vince. Diſcourſe of the late wars natu- 
© rally. introduced the name of Saliſbury : 


I ſighed, and Hubert haſtily demanded 


if could ſay aught of the fortunes of this 
Lord. The melancholy air which I aſ- 
«ſumed, redoubled his attention: I told 
«© him that Lord William had landed in 


France, had been purſued by the fury of 
* his unjuſt enemies, fled with a noble 


© maid whoſe father had. deeply ſhared'in 
his calamities; and, ſince he was not by 
« this time returned to bis native country, 
*I feared for both. Hubert, with 
an 4mpatience and violence to me unac- 
* countable, haſtily interrupted me, b 
F declaring that William muſt have periſh- 
ed; and this delivered in a tone and 
manner which indicated too plainly, that 


5 be felt a peculiar pleaſure in this perſuaſi- 


on. I was alarmed; I cautiouſly avoid- 
*ed all farther. explanation, and coldly 
aſſented to his opinion: but Hubert, na- 
turally jealous, and practiſed in the arts 
and policy of courts, ſuſpected my ſi- 
* lence, He was ſenſible that | had 1 


preſſed 
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preſſed ſome part of my ſtory ; he treat. 


ed me with diſtance and reſerve, and my 
« ſuit ſped but coldly. Frequently did [ 


remind him of the royal promiſe I had i 


received, and urged him to iſſue the or- 
ders neceſſary for enabling me to ſeek 


the pirate. [ was long tortured with de- 


© lays, till, quite wearied- out by the in- 


© ſincerity of a miniſter, who interpoſed I 


5 like a baleful cloud between me and the 
« favour of his prince, I fought a convenient 
hour, and once more kneeled to young 
Henry. He graciouſly directed me to 
© repair to the coaſt without further delay, 


and at the ſame time cammanded that a 


© veſſel ſhould be there prepared, ready to 
receive and to acknowledge me comman- 
der. I bowed, and kiſſed the royal 
hands: I collected my- attendants : — 
I met Lord William.” 

In a happy hour?” replied the Earl 
6 but, gentle Lord, be not diverted from 


thy purpoſe : haſte thou to the coaſt, [ 


_ © ſhall- but viſit my caſtle, and freight 


follow thee, if happily we may yet reco- | 


ver our noble friend. Jacqueline ſhall 
receive us at our Joyful return, and thank 
p ties for her father,” 


ROT. 
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HAUVIGNY. repared to anſwer, 

when their conference was ſuddenly 
interrupted by the approach of a ſtranger, 
who, with gentle aſpect and deportment, 


addreſſed him to Saliſbury, and kindly con- 


ratulated his ſafe return to England. The 
Far beheld him with ſurpriſe tempered 
with due courteſy, and, cer he could de- 
mand his name, the ſtranger obſerved 
with earneſtneſs that the dampy ſhades of 
night were approaching faſt; and pointin 
to a fair dwelling, which lay at ſome ſmall 
diſtance, invited the Lords to accept of re- 
ſidence and yefreſhment under his roof, 
till morning, There, ſaid he, ſhall 
© your retinue be alfo entertained ; and 
there ſhall Lord William receive ſome © 

* pleaſing intelligence from the caſtle of 


Saliſbury, — Without further | heſitation - 


or enquiry, the Ear] joy fully accepted this 


invitation, and, preſſing forward as his 


hoſt. directed, entered a goodly hall, 


Which ſeemed decked and prepared for 


his hoſpitable reception. 
Little did this Lord conceive of the dan - 
ger which now awaited him; of the deſ- 


perate purpoſes of Raymond and his a> 
ſociates, and the ſecret malignity of Hu- 


bert, 


— 


5 
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bert, who for ſome time had entertained 
a a deſign againſt his life, and heſitated 
= about the means of execution. Con- 
ſcious of the vengeance due to his own 
baſeneſs and falichood, and firmly deter- 
mined to prevent it, he revoived many 
different ſchemes of deſtroying Earl Will. 
am either by force or fraud. In the midſt 
of ſuch bloody thoughts he was ſurpriſed 
by the arrival of a meſſenger from Lord 
Raymond, who. deſired a private confer- 
ence: Raymond and his wicked minion 
had for ſome time been perplexed and 

confounded... The intelligence of the 
three Engliſhmen (whom they ftill kept 
under reſtraint). was clear and explicit: 
they adherred invarably: to; their. firſt ac- 
count, and frequently repeated their de- 
clarations with an ingemous appearance 
of truth, wonderiag that their Lord was 
not yet arrived. On the other hand Sa- 
liſbury did not appear; no farther intel 
ligence was received, no diſcoveries made 
by thoſe ſent out to watch/ his approach. 
In this ſuſpcnce and uncertainty, Ray- 
mond, whoſe mind was too violently agitat- 


ed to ſuggeſt any calm and deliberate. 


counſels, and Grey, whole wiles ſeemed to 
be at length exhauſted, concurred in the 
expediency of diſpatching - an emiſſary to 
»I. ord Hubert, to inform him of their ſitu- 
e had to. deſire _y direction. "Fun 
1 | | TY ald 
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9 bald Was appointed for this purpoſe, and 


d recommended as a perſon in whom Hua. 


N bert might confide. The Monk now ap- 
n Wl peared before him, and delivered his let - 
— ters; (having already received the dread- 
y i ful intelligence that William was-now ſafe 
- W-in the town of Marlborough.) The pier- 
ſt cing. eye of Hubert, long uſed to ſcan the 
d countenances of men, and there to read 
d Wl their thoughts, narrowly ſurveyed the aſ- 
[= pect of R-ginhald, and formed too juſt 
M1 conceptions of his temper and difpofitinmn 
Hz enquired particularly into the meaſures 
his ib had purſued ; and the Monk 
anſwered to his-queſtions in fuch a manner 
as admitted Hubert to a thorough know- 
ledge of his wicked heart. Fully perſuad- 
ed that he now. had a proper inſtrument 
of his deadly purpole, he diſmiſſed the 
Monk for a while, and en an hour 
for a ſecond conference. | 
The dark deſign be. now ente 
required Rill CE farther aſſiſtance. A 
man there was at this time attendant on 
the court, whom the crafty miniſter had 
frequently made the agent of his oppreſ- 
ſion and injuſtice. He had often- times 
ſent him out to harraſs the land by fe- 
vere and fraudulent exactions, and had 


of the ſpoil. Tyrrel (ſo was 05 named) 
lived- but by the favour of Hubert, who 
Vo. II. | ; reſerved | 


| ſuffered him to be enriched by a ſhare 5 
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reſerved him for his wicked purpoſes; 
yet might at once take away his life with 
a fair ſemblance of public juſtice, ſhould 
he at any time rebel againft his- ſovereign 
pleaſure. This man was now ſummoned 
before him; and, with a brow of care 


and anxiety, as if ſome deſign of mo- 


ment poſſeiſed his mind, Hubert com- 
manded © him inftantly to repair to his 
houſe, "which lay near the road Lord 


William was to take, to invite this Lord; 


to entertain him with all hoſpitable rites; 
and, in ſome other matters which ſhould 
hereafter be explained more fully, to ſub- 
mit entirely to the guidance of a Monk 
whom he ſhould ſpeedily ſend to him, and 
whom he was allo to entertain. Fynn 


was alarmed at this myſterious language: 


he knew the deſperate unrelenting ſpiit 


vf his maſter, and ſuſpected that ſome I 


bloody deſign was now to be executed; 
and that his houſe was t6 be the fatal ſccn 


of violence or treachery. He trembled' 


and heſitated; for he was not yet conſunr 
mate villainy : but Hubert thundered in 
His ears the moſt terrible denunciations of 

' vengeance and utter deſtruction, ſhould It 
| betray the leaſt reluctance, the ſmalleſt 
defect of zeal and alacrity in executing hi 
orders. Tyrel bowed before bim with! 
Naviſh braſh, and * full obe 
dience. 1 
| 
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Still he had to practiſe with Reginhald ; 


| but here he expected, and. indeed found 


an eaſy taſk.. The Monk was again ſum- 
moned to his preſence. The diſtinction 
and apparent confidence with which he 
was treated, ſerved to intoxicate his baſe 


mind, and to prepare him for ſome deed of 
violence or miſchief: Hubert artfully com- 


mended his fidelity, and promiſed to re- 
ward it, but lamented the danger in which 
Raymond and all his adherents were now 
to be involved. Lord William he obſerv- 
ed, muſt ſoon reach his caſtle; the ſhame 
of diſappointment and the violence. of 


hatred and revenge muſt ſoon fall on Ray- 


mond; and the zeal of his faithful friends 


muſt appear odious and criminal. Then, 
with well-afteQed perplexity and. terror 
addrefling himſcit earneſtly to the Monk, 


he defired his ſage, counſel in this dange- 
zous emergency. Reginhald, with an 


awkward and abject abaſement, declared 
that he was totally unable to adviſe, but 
ready to follow the girections of Lord 


Hubert with implicit ſubiniiſion. The 


ſubtle courtier ſeized him by the hand, ap- 


plauded his zeal, laviſned the ampleſt 


Promiſes upon him. Be bold,” faid he, 
and be happy.—Thereis but one way— ' 
Let us prevent the attempts of our com- 
mon engmy—by deſtroying him. Re- 
giahald took fire at this propoſal; he at 


2 once 


” 
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once freely offered himſelf to be the agent, ¶ ha 
and ſeemed impatient to learn the means ſh 
of executing a deſign ſo ſuited to a heart MW an 
that never felt humanity or remoile. in 

_ Hubert haſtily produced a phial filled . 
with a deadly poiſon. * Behold," taid he, fe- 

_ © the ſure means of deſtroying our ene- Ml he 
© my. Let it be thy care to preſent Lord en 
»Wilam with this fatal draught, and Ii aft 
name the reward of fo great a iervice.'— Ml ral 
and now he proceeded to explain his fel | 
pur poſe to the Monk more particularly, 
He diſmiſſed him fully inſtruQted, and im- 
patient for the execution. Reginhald was 
received by the abject creature of Hubert, 
and inveſted with abſolute authority over 
his domeſtics; Tyrrel watched the ap- 
proach: of Lord William; this Lord ac- 
cepted his inſidious invitation; and the 
Monk was brought before him, as a per- 
ſon from whom he was to receive ſome 
articular intelligence of lis Counteſs, 

| The Earl was earneſt in his enquiries, and 

_  Reginbald prompt in his falſe aſſurances 
| He declared (as he kad been inſtructed by 
Hubert) that he had for ſome time reſided 
in the caſtle of Saliſbury, employed in ad: 
miniſtring ſpiritual conſolation to a do- 
meſtic of the Counteſs ; that he had fre- 

_ quently ſeen this Lady, been witneſs of 
the melancholy of her widowed fate, and 
of the affection with which ſhe 8 
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the memory of her Lord, A ſuitor indeed 
nt, ¶ had viſitec her; but ſne had obſtinately 
ins ſhut her ears againſt all his ſollicitations; 
\rt and Lord Raymond was long ſince retired 
in deſpair. . 25 ; 
ed Theſe ſtudied falſehoods had. all the ef- 
he, feet for which they were intended. The 
ne- heart of William was dilated with joy: he 
rd embraced his friends with that warmth of 
nd affeckion which ſudden good fortune natu- 
— rally excites : then, turning again to Re- 
fell ginhald, repeated his eager enquiries about 
ly, his wife, his fon, his houſe ; and received 
m- fich anſwers as confirmed his joy. He 
vas now ſecretly condemned his own raſh ſuſ- 
ert, picions of the Counteſs; his love was re- 
ver doubled; he was im patient to receive her 
ap · in his arms: and alt the lively impreſſions 
ac- of delight and ſatis faction which he felt 
were courmunicated to his friends. Chau- 
vigny embraced him in joy ful congratula- 
tions; Randolph forgot his ſuſpicions, 
and wore a face of ſerenity and pleaſure. 
A generous. repaſt was prepared, and the 
board was graced with the moſt enlivened 
ſocial feſtivity. The falſe hoſt knew full 
well the dreadful purpoſe now to be exe- 
cuted, and dared not oppoſe, though he 
ſhuddered at the thought of it. To Re- 
| ginhald he reſigned the abſolute command 
ol his domeſtics: The wicked, Monk was 
offciouſſy attentive to oblige Lord Salif- - 
1 8 . 3 bury z | 
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bury; eager to promote the joy of the 
table, but leſs intent on ſharing in this joy, 
than in providing for the 5 2 He had 
now mixed the fatal draught, and ſaw the 
poiſoned bowl in the hand of an atten- 
dant, ready to be delivered to Lord Wil- 
ham. He ſtood unaoticed in a diſtant 
Part of the hall; his heart panting, his 
hmbs trembling, and his haggard eyes 
fixed upon the earl. He ſaw him receive 
the bowl.; he retired towards the entrance 
ol the hall; he heard him falute lis hoſt 
and his aſſociates; he turned, and ſaw him 


- - raiſe the poiſon towards his head.—In that 
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ſtant he ruſhed impetyouſly out, regard- 
leſs of thoſe who were entering with. equal 
haſte ;, mounted his horſe, which ſtood 
prepared by his appointment, and, in an 
extravagance of horid and malignant joy, 


led to Lord Raymond with the important 


news that the Earl of Saliſbury Was no 
The joy of Raymond was wild and ex. 


* 
* 


travagant. With eyes all on fire, and 
accents faultering with impatience and 
emotion, he . demanded the particulas 
af this ſurpriſing intelligence; and the 
ſnameleſs and abandoned wickedheſs of 
Reginhald ſerupled not to declare the 
whole of his adventures fince his late de- 
Parture from the caſtle. He was heard 
ith eagernels and anxiety, At the men. 


tion 
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tion of poiſon Raymond trembled; the blood 
forſook his cheeks, and his brow beſpoke 
horror and conſternation ; but Grey la- 
boured to quiet his diſordered ſpirit, by 
obſerving, that he had taken no part in 
the deed ; that it was paſt and irrevocable ; 
that, now, he he had but to conſider how 
to improve this event to his own. advan- 
tage, to the intereſt. of his love and fortune. 
The wretch who hath once deviated from 
the paths of goodneſs, is eaſily reconciled 
ta the horrors of his progreſs in iniquity. 
The thoughts of this Lord, were ſoon 
turned to the flattering proſpects of hap- 
pineſs which were preſented to his imagi- 
nation: his firſt emotions of joy and tri- 
umph returned; he commended the zeal 
| and daring. tpitit of Reginhald; and Grey 
joined in the . although his wick- 
ed heart ſecretly repined at the ſhare 
which his brother might now boaſt, in ad- 
vancing the deſigns of Lord Raymond; 
and envied the vaſt rewards which his ſer- 
"vices might juſtly claim. 
Raymond was now fully perſuaded that 
all his wiſhes were ſpeedily io be erowned 
with ſucceſs; that future difficulties would 
gradually vaniſh, In his preſent ſtate of 
exultation he forgot the obffinacy with 1 
which the Counteſs had hitherto oppoſed I 
his defires, and flattered himſelf with the q 
hopes that a little time, together with a 
VVV full 
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full and clear aſſurance of the death of Sz 
Rfbury, would prevail on her to liſten 
more favourably to his ſuit. For a while 
he reſolved to ſuſpend his ſollicitations; 
but, as the proſpect of ſucceſs ſerved to 
inflame his paſhon, he 6bſtintely adhered 
to his - reſolution of poſſeſſing this proud 
Eady, and even of recurring once more 
to violence, if violence ſhould. be nece{- 
, fary. With an affected lenity and gene- 
Folity he ordered the three followers of 
William to be diſmiſſed, when he had firſt 
ſeverely reproved them, for preſuming to 
diſturb the minds of his friends by falſe in- 
telligence. They returned towards the 
houſe of Randolph, fill wondering at the 
delay of their Lord, and impatient to ac- 
quaint him with thoſe important tidings, 
which the . unhappy Oſwald had found 
means of giving them in their confine- 
ment, notwithſtanding the vigilance of 
their guards. JFF. | 
Nor did theſe late extraordinary events, 
which had engaged all the attention of 
Raymond and his creatures, fail to excite 
the wonder and expectation of the Coun- 
teſs. They had ſuſpended her perfecution, 
and new gave her leiſure to indulge her 
hopes of relief and deliverance. Such 
hopes ſhe had not yet reſigned, though 
tormented with delay and painful diſap- 
polntment. ſome fears indeed . 
* 1 e 8 Aro! 
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aroſe, to cloud the pleaſing thoughts ſne 
was ſtudious to entertain: yet when ſhe 
reflected how) abruptly Ray mond had re- 
treated from his wicked purpoſe of forci- 

| bly poſſeſſing hunſelf of her bed, under 
the pretence of a nuptial ceremony; when 
ſne conſidered the appearances of commo- 
tion and diforder which were evidently diſ- 
coverable in the caſtle; ſhe ſeemed to have 
good reaſons to per ſuades herlelf, that ſome 
intelligence muſt have: been. received, 
equally favourable to her, and confound- 
ing to her oppreſſor. She expected every 
moment to hear of the vigorous and ef- 
fectual interpoſition of ſome friends to aſ- 
ſert her her juſt rights, and to redeem her 
from her preſent. captivity ;. yet. did ſhe 
frequently lament to her faithful atten- 
dant, that her reſcue was ſo long delayed. 
Whatever conſolation Elinor could give, 
was now diſſembled and gonſtrained; for 
Oswald had been enabled to convey to his 
filter ; the ſeizing of young William, and 
his ow return and confinement. She was 
but too well acquainted with the violence 
of Ela, too much alarmed with the dread 
ol her relapſing into her former malady, 
to entruſt this fatal intelligence to her ear. 
With a heart oppreſſed with grief and ter- 
_ ror, the aſſumed the aſpect of eaſe and ſe- 
tenity. When the Counteſs expreſſed her 
fears, a ſigh eſcaped from the attendant ; 
DOT IPRS PW e Hut 
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but it ſeemed the ſigh of friendly ſympa- 
thy: and, in her moments of 1 
thoughts and expectations, Elinor had 
ever at command ſome general expreſſions 
of comfort, ſome effuſions of pious confi- 
dence in the great protector of innocence, 
to brighten the dawn of hope which aroſe 
within her gentle | miſtreſs. But ſhe was | 
ſoon to be undeceived ; too ſoon was her 
heart to be pierced with the moſt dreadful | 


tidings. 


F 


” End of the fifth bock. 
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añd cruelty, were once again to Aggravate 
* S Be. dil. 
content and envy which Gtey had con- 
ceived towards Reginhald fince his laſt 
arrival, and which he was not ſtudious to 
conceal, together with the inſofence and 
preſumption. of this. Monk, founded on 
the opinion. of his great ſervices, produced 
mutual coldneſs and contempt in their 
wicked hearts, and threatened to diſſolve 
their iniquitous union. A. new and unex- 
peed incident now ſerved. to light up 
. OS: . 
Some enormities of Reginhald had late- 
ly been diſcovered in the monaſtery, too 
great to be concealed or palliated. A 
country maiden had been ſeduced to a 
compliance with his ſenſual deſires. He 
had for ſome time conſorted with her, till 
_ by degrees his brutal paſſion grew ſated, 
and required ſome new object. He fixed 
his laſeivious eyes upon the concubine of 
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one of his aſſociates in revelling, and made 
ſome attempts to poſſeſs her; which had 
provoked her paramour to utter the moſt 
violent menaces againſt the Monk. To 
appeaſe his reſentment, Reginhald baſely 
propoſed to give him up the unhappy vic- 


tim of his own lewdneſs. The man was 
not yet fo abandoned to all ſenſe of virtue, 


as not to feel the utmoſt abhorrence at 
this inſtance of tranſcendent villainy, 
Leſs ſcrupulous to acknowledge his own 


ſhame, as he was not of the clerical order, 


and too violently provoked againſt the 
Monk to admit any thought of reconcilia- 
tion, he only waited to procure ſuch proofs 
as might confirm his information; then 
ſeized the moment, of Reginhald's abſence, 
produced the wretched woman he had 
- corrupted, as well as her he had attempted, 

and wounded the ears of the reverend fra- 
ternity with a full detection of their wick- 


cd brother: the whole cloiſter was inſtant- 


ly filled with ſorrow - and-- indignation. 
Every inſtance of outrage and irreverence 
which he had commit ted was now recalled 
to mind, and repeated by every tongue. 


How often he had diſturbed or diſgraced 


their religious houſe, was now freely told; 
how often his inoffenſive brethren had been 


expoſed to his inſolence or malice; ho- - 


often his beaſtly revels had been prolong- 


ed, till rouſed by the matim bell, he had 


mixed 


? 
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mixed his debauchery with their early de- 


votions. It was at length reſolved to ſend 


a deputation to the caſtle of Saliſbury to 


demand that Reginhald ſhould” be ſent 
back to his monaſtery, there to hear his 


accuſers, and to ſuffer the punithment due 


to his accumulated baſeneſs, 


The perſons entruſted. with this commiſ- 


fion were now arrived. The Monk was 


made acquainted with the purpoſe of their 


coming, and affected to treat them with 
defiance and contempt, although he was 
too conſcious of his guilt not to feel the 
moſt violent ſecret emotions of terror. He 
ſought his brother, and demanded his ad- 
vice and aſſiſtance in this emergency. They 
choſe for their private conferrence a garden 
belonging to the caſtle,.in which the Coun- 
tels had chiefly delighted in her happier 
days, and which ſhe now ſometimas viſit- 


ed, to refreſh her harraſſed mind. Grey 
hitened to the ſtory of his brother's danger, 
with a provoking coldneſs and infenfibility. | 
Reginhald rudely vaunted his important 


ſervices to Hubert and Raymond, and 
ſeemed to expect, as his juſt right, their 


full protection in this his preſent difficulty. 1 
Grey at length broke ſilence by lamenting 


this fatal diſcovery, which he induſtriouſſy 


rous and terrible. The Monk could fearce- 
ly reftrain his impatience, at the affected 
| Fs ONES. -- MF 
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repreſented as in the higheſt degree dange- 
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air of ſuperiority which his brother aſſum- 
ed, and the inſolence of rep:oof and cen- 
ſure which his words conveyed, Grey, as 
if ill deſuous to mortify hiur ro the utmoſt, 
continued his diſcouiſe by obſerving with 
what zeal he had laboured to recommend 
a man to the notice of Lord Raymond, 
who, he feared, muſt mw appear in the 

eneral eye, as unworthy of the faxour of 
this Lord, and, that he himſelf mult ſhare 
in his diſgrace.— Dog exclaimed the 


Monk, flying. furiouſly upon his brother, 


who was ala:med, and retired from his 


Violence, Which he endeavoured to allay, 
by haſtily promiſmg his friendly interpoſi- 


tion with Lord Ray mond.,—* Thy interpo- 
( ſition  cried-Reginhald; Am I to de- 
< pend on thee, thou catiff? Is this my 
reward? Am l to lue to thee for the pro- 
© tection. of thy great friends? Who was 
it that ſaved them and their pernicious. 
minion from diſgrace and ruin? Thou, 
indeed, could ſteal away from ſanctuary 
the infant heit of Saliſbury: but this was 
the daring hand which preſented the fatal 


© draught to the father. Here a loud and 


| pen ſhriek broke off their diſcourſe. 
l 


a and and her kind attendant had taxen 


their ſeat, unnoticed, in an adjoining bow- 
er, and heard the laſt paſſionate exclama- 
tions of the Monk. The emotion of the 

' Counteſs was too great to be 8 
3 j)) 01% TDS081 ol I. 
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The brothers ſtarted, were confounded, 
and haſtily ſeparated; whilſt Elinor fled 
with frantic ſpeed to ſummon aſſiſtance to 
her miſtreſs. 

She was ſoon conveyed to her chamber, 
and laid upon her couch, languid and 
filent. Elinor hung over her with ſtream- 
ing eyes, and ever and anon entreated her 
to give vent to her ſorrows, but they were 
too greattor utterance. Her eyes indeed 
were ſometimes. raiſed to heaven with all 
the expreſſion, of ſilent miſery, and then, 
again, gently cloſed, as if inviting the 
Kind and healing hand of death to cover 
them in eternal darkneſs. But no com- 
plaints did ſhe breathe, no exclamations 
of anguiſh did ſhe utter. At length her 
frame ſeemed. conyulſed, and violently 

agitated ; a torrent of tears poured down 
her love ly cheeks, . and Elinor conceived 
ſome hopes that her great foul was now 
ſtruggling to ſhake of the intolerable 
weight of ſorrow. But the calm which 
ſucceeded was the calm of inſenſibility: 
ſhe gazed round her with a vacant eye, 
and all her. nobleneſs of nature ſeemed 
. loſt in ſenſeleſs melane 

0 | 

| The diſorder of her apartment bad 
reached the ears of Raymond, and, in. the 
violence of ſurpriſe and anxiety, he ance 
5 1 into her pre ſence.— Wuh pi 
MY 8 


— 


232 LON GS W ORD, 
the bitterneſs of remorſe, I el the 


may: ſtic ruins of exa] ted Hea auty and FL reat · 


nets,” the fatal effect of his lawleſs Mons, 
His hayghty, foul melted into 781 he 
denranded the cauſe of her diſorder; and 
received from Eſinor a diſtin account of 
the horrid diſcourſe to which her unhappy 


Lady had been witneſs. All the train of 


dreadful paſſions that attend on detected 
guilt, tore the heart of Raymond with 
their united tortures. _ Be ſtarted, and 

wildly traverſed the chamber: he pauſed; 
bent his eyes again upon the Counteſs ; 
then, turning tudden!y from the afflicting 
object, uttered | tertible exccrations upon 
himſelf and his vile ſeducers. He fell up- 
on his knees, and, addteſſing himſelf to 
Ela, as if the were ſenſibfe of his diſcourſe, 
he paſſionately vowed to reſtore her ſon 
to her arms, and inſtantly to abandon her 
caſtle. Again, riſing tuddeniy, and iſſu- 
ing forth with wild precipitation, he called 
Joudly for Grey; who apjeared before him 
trembling, and to prevent his rage, be. 
an with curſing the brutal- violence of 

- Reginhald, — Bid my Knights 2x, 8 
ſaid Ray mond; let my retinue ſtand 
. IFady before the oates ;—we mult de- 
spart. The countenance of his creature 
expreſſed {urpriſe and difatisſaction.—“ No 
*expoſtulation! none of thy damned arts! 
4 Where haſt thou beſtowed the ſon - 
8 1 al 
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© this unhappy woman? See that he be 
Linſtantly conveyed back to her caſtle. 
Do it flave or woe upon thy head! 
© Haſte anſwer me not. Give out my or- 
© ders for departure. Then, once more 
entering the chamber of the Countels, 
with all the remorſe and anguith of a man 
at length awakened to a ſenſe of his unjuſt 
miſguided conduct, when. it was now too 
late to be corrected or repaired; he gazed 
diſtractedly upon her, and with a deep 
and diſmal groan pronounced. a ſolemn 
farewel. Then turning quickly upon 
Elinor, who wept by his ſide : © Speak to 
© her,” ſaid he; * ſhe diſdains, and juſtly, 
to hold converſe with a villain, Say, 
© that her perſecution is now ended. Tl: 
ther I knew. not, I contrived not the 
murder of her huſband. Let her pic- 
nounce his doom, and the officious fla ve 
© that acted the foul deed ſhall die. Her 
+ ſon lives, and ſhall yer be happy in her 
embraces. Hear me, woman! Tell her 
am gone: gone, never more. to tor- 
ment the weak, unfriendly, ſolitary wi- 
© dow.,—Yes !. thoſe cheeks are yet lovely; 
* that form ſtill noble. But what of that? 

For me! for me could heaven have 2 
ſerved fo rich a treaſure ? Horrid 
ſumption ! Elinor kneeled before 15 : 
ent with all humility for the en- 

agement of her brother, and that, to 
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aſſiſt her in the neceflary attendance or 
the unhappy Counteſs, he might be or- 
dered to reſide for ſome time in the caſtle. 
—— Curſed caltle, cried Raymond; 
* curſed be the hour in which 1 
* firft entered theſe fatal walls! And for 
ever curſed be the ſlaves who forced me, 
* againſt my better reaſon, to perſevere in 
* cruelty /=——— - . | 
In the midſt of this frenzy, he was ſur- 
priſed into ſome degree of compolure, 
by the appearance of a ſtranger, who, 
forcing his way violently into the apart- 
ment, approached towards the Counteis, 
with an air and aſpect of aff-ction and re- 
verenee. He accoſted her, without deign- 
ing to caſt a look upon Lord Raymond; 
and ſoon perceived the wretched ſtate to 
which ſhe was reduced. * What!“ cried 
he, © no ear for joy and comfort Ino voice 
© to greet the arrival of an old faithful ſer- 


bvant! Raymond advancing with a ſtern 


and haughty frown, demanded to know 
Who he was, and what the cauſe af this 
bold unmanneced intruſion. Queſtion 
© thy own baſe hinds, ſaid he, 5 who dar- 
ed to forbid my approach. —Nay, let thy 
* weapon reſt; I have a ſword as keen, 
© and an arm as brave as thine.'—Ray- 
mond here attempted to ſummon his at- 
tendants.— Beware, proud Lord, con- 
tinued the ſtranger ; poor as Jam, ſingle 


oo 
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as J am in the midſt of thy creatures, I 
fear not the power of Lord Raymond. 
The leaſt violence done to this perſon 
would be inſtantly repaid with ten- fold 
"vengeance. If this noble dame hath 
© heen reduced to her preſent ſtate of miſe- 
ry by. thee—hear, and tremble. ' Thy 
_ ©yſurped authority is expired; I am. the 
© harbinger of Earl Wilham. Yes! thou 
* haſt cauſe to tremble}. my IL. ord, my 
* gracious maſter, the princely Saliſhury,, 
= approaches, and, before the cloſe of day, 


\ ſhall. reſume his rightful power and au- 


"thority within theſe walls. Here, Eli- 
nor, who had liſtened in amazement, fell 
ſuddenly on her knees, returned thanks 
to heaven with the moſt rapturous devo- 
tion, and called paſſionately upon her miſ- 
tteſs to hear the joy ful tidings; but was 
anſwered only by a deep and heart- felt 


* 


The ſoul. of Raymond was harrowed 
with conſternation. He ſtood ſpeechleſs 
and motionleſs, and ſuffered the ſtranger 
to depart without farther queſtion. He 
found himſelf on the brow of a fatal pre- 
cipice, whither he had been fatally. miſled 
by the wickedneſs of his flatterers, and 
now was prevented from retreating... Jufs. 
tice. followed cloſe upon him, and venge- 
ance was ready to puſh him headlong, 
down, , After an hidious pauſe of A. | 
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he ruſhed out, and once more called fri- 
ouſly for Grey; but Grey had heard the 
fatal intelligence, and hid himſelf from. 
the fury of his Lord, which echoed loudly 
through the halls. The attendants Were 
collected round him, whom. he ordered in- 
ſtantly to prepare for their departure, and 
to retire from this accurſed place. He 
loudly and frequently crie# our, To 
. Pore ſtill ranging madly through the 


caſtle in ſearch of Grey. Ta this Kare of 


diſtraction he chanced to elpy t the Monk, 
who trembled and ſhrunk ' from "him, in 
abjec terror. Traitor H cried Raymond, 
ſeizing him by the throat, * thy falſehood 
Thath done this Thou haſt liflened to 
mine enemies, and blen their agent to 
- abuſe me by thy failzhoods, to deceive 
and deſtroy me: but thou at leaſt ſhall 
*feeF my vengeance.” Reginhald fell at 
his feet, and would have expoſtulated , 

but the form in tlie breaſt of Ray mond 
was too violent to be allayed by bis ſub- 


mimons. The unhappy Lord, fully per- 


ſuaded that the Monk had purpofedly 
framedd a tale to lull him into falle ſecurity, 


called tö his followers, and commanded 


them to hang up the traitor. ” © There,” 
ſaid*. he, ſternly repeating Bis command, 
and pointing to a large oak which ſtood in 
View, near the caſtſe- walls; tliere let 
Lide foe my ſentence executed without 

| delay. 
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delay: And without delay did Fg: pro- 
ceed to execute this dreadful ſentence. 
The wieked R ginhald, condemned by 
the man for whom he had proceeded bo 
' ſuch enormous guilt, was led away, 1 
vain imploring mercy, urging the 2 
rited ſeverity of his fate, and gnaſbing 
his teeth in rage and deſpair. Grey, from, 
his place of concealment, was terrified 
with the view of his brother in the agonies 
of death, and tortured with the fear of 
becoming the next victim to the diſtracted 
violence of Ray mond. | 


WR WEL 


BECT oe th 


HE dreadkul intelligence, now re- 
* ceived, was ſpeedily and fatally con- 
firmed to theſe wicked intruders. Hea- 
ven had graciouſly watched, over the Earl 
'of Saliſbury, 'and, with'a wonderful hand, 
reſcued him from the brink of deſt uction. 
Juſt in that moment when the cup, poi- 
loned by the Monk, had reached and wet 
his lips, a ſudden exclamation from Chau- 
vigny ſurpriſed and diſcompoſed him. 
He ſtarted and withdrew the fatal draught. 
The noiſe was loud in the hall, and the 
ctond <ncreaſed : his eyes quickly encoun- 
"tered Les Roches Tuſhing eagerly, forward: 
i cup fell V his WI and he preſt 
| on 
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neſily in his arms, completed. bis 


_ . countenances of his followers and aſſociates, 


| ſtarted up, and preſſed the hands of each: 
then again, turning to his two noble 


ches found leifure to turn to Chauvigny, 


theſe violent emotions, and Les Roches 
funk down upon a ſeat, breathleſs and 
filent. Again recovering, he caſt his eyes 


on with equal ardor to meet the embra- 
ces of his long-loſt friend. They clung 
together in that tumult of joy which knows 
no words: and, when at length Les Ro- 


„* 


= 


___ * -. 
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the gentle youth, preſſing him ear- 


happinefs, by exclaiming, that Jacqueline 
too was ſafe. Nature was exhauſted by 


Sa HK „ Sn a N 


round, and ſurveyed the well-known 
the attendants of Chauvigny, and ſome of 
the brave ſoldiers of Lord William. He 


friends, again he gazed upon them with 
eager joy, and again they renewed their 


embraces... Now, ſaid the Barl, | 


7 


* fhall indeed return home in triumph: 
© now are all my toils, my terrors and 
'* dangers, : amply recompenced.“ Then, 
reſuming his ſeat_at the table, be invited 


Les Roches to ſhare in their. repaſt, and 


to allow ſome ; indulgence. and refreſh- 
ment to his fatigue.—* And haſt thon, 
indeed, preſerved my daughter ?' cried 
the Frenchman. * Let me ſee her | let her 
father take the dear treafure to his arms 

© Is the well? Is ſhe at hand? Safely 


»- 


© beſtowed 
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0 beſtowed under the hoſpitable my of this 
good Knight, replied William, and 
pointed to Randolph. '* The noble maid 
| ©fhall ſtraight be ſummoned to meet thee, 
„and ſoon fhall ſhe ſhare thy joy 

55 Thanks to the eternal goodnels ? replied 5 

| Les Roches, that goodneſs. which hath | 
ils © been plcafed' to unite us to each other by 


As mutual and repeated offices of friendſhip. 
Dy 6 Le! for my daughter, I preſent thee with 
ES a gift as precious,” Then beckoning 
nd Ma one of his fo! lowers, who. had entered 
© WW with him, the man retired, and ſoen re- 
Vn turned, leading young Willam i in his hand, 
* who flew to his father with tears of infant 


joy. The aſtoniſhment of the Earl could 
ſcarcely allow him leiſure to return the 
find endearments of his ſon. He looked 
wildly on his friend, and ſeemed to de- 
mand an explanation of this wonder. 
2. Yes) ſaid Les Roches, thou doſt em- 
* brace thy fon, reſcued from danger, 
rhaps from deſtruction.— But be calm, 
. ſhalt be ſatisfied, Hear then the 


n, « ' ſtory of my fortunes, ſice I was laſt ſe- WM 
ed * parated from thee, my deareſt Chauvig- | 

2 , Dy. A few words will relate it all. 

* Thou haſt already heard (Lord Willi-⸗ 

10 « ay how much 1 am indebted to this 


* noble youth. He hath informed thee, 
© no doubt, of our preparations for ſeek» 
Dd, ing . in ä and of our adven- 


| » ture 
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© ture with the pirate who attempted to 
* ſeize our veſſel; little ſuſpcRing that 
* ſtrength and deſperate reſolution which 
* ſoon taught him to conſult his ſafety by 
© a precipitate flight. Juſt in that inſtant 
* when the ſwelling waters had ſeparated 
our ſhips, and our enemies were croud- 
© ing their ſails to eſcape from that force 
© which. they had raſhly provoked, their 
© captain had been born down by the preſs, 
and lay at the feet of one of our brave 
© followers, whoſe ſword was now ready to 

» deſcend with fury upon his head. But 
ſtopped his arm; and perceiving our 
„ ſituation, that We were unſeconded, and 
© now ſurrounded by our enemies, I deem- 


ed it madneſs to provoke them by any 


* further reſiſtance. I yielded myſelf a 
priſoner; and the few who had leaped 
© on board with me, ſoon followed my 
example. At firſt, the attention of our 
enemies was wholly. engaged on ſecuring 
© their eſcape. When they had left our 


© veſſel at ſufficient diftance, their captain 


*.accuſted me, and, with a 'gloomy cour- 
E tefy, thanked me for reſcuing him from 
© his danger. I anſwered, that as he had 
experienced our valour, and, when we 

till might have fold our lib-rties at a 
© dearer rate, we had declined the effu- 
« fion of blood, 1 hoped he would treat us 

* nobly. He demanded to know who we 

Were, 
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0 *yere, and what our purpoſe. He had 
it taken us, he ſaid, for merchants; that, 
h © as he approached, our numbers and ap- 
y © pearance had alarmed his people; but, 
t © as we had made every attempt in our 
1 © power to avoid him, he was encouraged 
2 
r 


to perſevere in his deſign of attacking us: 
© that he himſelf lived by plunder, and he 
ſuipected, that we were engaged in the 
fame purſuit, —If ſo, we might unite our 
force with his, and ſhare his fortunes. 
To convince him of his miſtake. I in- 
formed him freely of my country, my 
condition, and my deſtination, earneſtly 
© conjuring him to reſtore me to my com- 
* panions, and promiſing the moſt. ample 

* rewards for a fervice fo important.“ Let 
„ me but once regain my countrymen,” 
*faid I, © and they ſhall enrich thee with 
* ſuch'a ranſom, as ſhall exceed thy wiſh- 
* es.” But not all my promiſes could 
* prevail upon the pirate again to ſeck our 

* ſhip. He had experienced our force, and 

* dreaded a ſevere revenge for his attempt. 
Vet my repeated ſolicitations at length ſo 
* far prevailed, that, after ſome time in- 
Leffectually roving in ſearch of prey, he 
* propofed” to keep three of my compani- 
ons and myſelf on board, to land the 
*reft, with a (mall number of his own men, 
on the coaſt of England, (as it was proba- 
ble our friends had ſought this coaſt) and 
ol, I. N 


* 


| 
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_ © that, if they could regain them, and ſend 


49 back the ſtipulated ranſom, I ſhould then 


© be free. 1 gladly, embraced this propo: 
© (al. The pirate ſteered towards the land: 
© the coaſt was alarmed at the ſight of his 
* veſſel: but to prevent all oppoſition, we 
* choſe the dead hour of night, and ſent off 
our men in a boat, which brought them 
© unnoticed to ſhore. They. travelled for 
6 ſome time, e're. they had the good for- 
© tune to find thoſe of our attendants 
© whom Lord Chauvigny had left to treat 
for my liberty. At length, howe ver, 
© they were found; and the men returned, 
© unmoleſted, , with my ranſom. To this 
i added a fich Jewel taken from my fin- 
© ger, which I preſeated to the pirate, in 
* acknowledgment of my gratitude. 
© I now haſtened to join my friends, 


SO. and from them I learned that Lord Chau- 


© vigny had proceeded to the city of Mart 
< borough. I was earneft to follow him, 
but my fatigues demanded ſome refreth- 
© © ment. I was conducted to the houſe of 
an inhabitant. of the coaſt; who received 
me with all hoſpitable kindneſs Let us 
© unite in adoring the inviſtble power that 
directed my ſteps thither The friendly 
+ repaſt was prepared for me; nor were 
© my followers neglected. I was pleaſed 
bat the honeſt unde ſigning affection of my 
L ball, and taugt to revere the generous 


people 
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people amongſt whom fortune had now 
placed me. At the hour of reſt, 1 was 
? *©courteouſly conducted to my chamber, 

. but my mind had been too long and too 

J «© violently agitated to admit repoſe. I re- 

e © yolved the dangers and diſtreſſes I had 
T experienced: I thought of the great pur- 

1 < poſe for which 4 had viſited this country: 

r Wl © ithoughtof my daughter and my friend 2» - 


Il | ſometimes indulged my hopes of finding 


| them, and, again, checked and con - 
t demned theſe flattering imaginations. 
r, Thus did el paſs the weary. night, till, 
„ © rouſed by a voice in the adjacent cham- 
is © ber, I liſtened attentively, and heard my 
* © hoſt in earneſt conference with his wife. 
n % like not,“ ſaid he, © this meſſage 
'« from the caſtle of Saliſbury.” ——* ſtart- 
$, ed at the name, and redoubled my at- 
- *« tention,'—"" This boy is to be carefully 


i „ ovarded and concealed. Bat, - where-- 
n, * Ped Lord Raymond is to wed the wi- 
„dow of the Earl. Why then this con- 

_ *cealment, unleſs he purpoics to deſtroy: 
* the young heir? I know the ſont of Grey; 
| * and tho“ he be my brother, our ſouls 
Late not allied. I dread his temper. Na- 
ture formed him ftera and eruel; nor 
doe doubt but that he. may eaſily be 
* wrought-upon to act a d-ed of blood. 
Bat ſhall my humble dwelling be made 
the ſcens of murder, of an infant's mur- 
8 ͤ;— 
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«der 2” —His wife here began to chide his 


jealous fears; but they ſeemed to have 

„taken too deep root in his mind to be ea- 
ly removed.] What, tlio' my houſe 
e ſhould not b made the place of execu- 


tion?“ ſaid this good man; What, 
„ though they ſhould not proceed to the 
e ytmoſt pitch of cruelty ? Their purpoſe 
cannot be honeft, and I am made their 
- * accomplice by concealing him.“ 1 had 
heard enough; and now 1 buffy revolv- 
© ed this alarming diſcourſe : : 
It was evident that the ſon of my pre- 

« ſerver was expoſed to danger—perhaps 
abandoned by his widow—(pardon me, 
Lord Witham, if my ſuſpicion was rath 
< and ungentle)—certainly concealed for 
_ *'fome myfterious purpoſe. H ſtranger 
«ſeemed tb pity, and to fear for him; 
« What then became a friend ? What was 
the part of Les Roches ? Were his father 
« ftill alive, Heaven had now enabled me 
«10 reſtore him to his arms: but, if he 
«really hath: periſhed, ſurely it muſt be 


«my Ne to protect and cheriſh this boy, 


„to form the unhappy orphan to honour 
< and virtue, to make him worthy»of his 
„ tluftrious deſcent, and enable him, in 

Aue time, to aſſert his native rights.” — 

© FhusI reaſoned ; and, riſing with the 

early dawn, ſummoned my followers, 

aan this important end 
| | * an 


4 | 
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and | deſired their counſel and aſſiſtance. 


They readily concurred in the deſign of 


_ * reſcuing the young Lord from. his pre- 


© ſent danger. By their advice I waited - 


* the appearance of our hoſt. I accoſted 
him gently, and led him on to diſcourſe 
of his ſituation, his condition, his friends 


was no ſtranger to the deſigns formed 


* againſt the young heir of that houſe : that, 


© as I had been a friend to the father, } re- 


_* folved to be a protector to the fon, who, 
I knew, was concealed under this of. 
If he would conſent to give him up peace- 
Lahly into my hands, the ſervice ſhould 


© beduly rewarded; if not- I had force 


ſufficient to reſcue him from danger. 


The man trembled, and, without delay, 


© reigned his charge into my hands. And 


*now was, my mind pott-iTed with new 


„bears and ſcruples. Methought I had 
been too raſh. A motier's tenderneſs, 


perhaps, ' bath: concealed this boy, and, 


and his country. He antwered me withs' 
bout reſerve, 'till I at length mentioned 
the name of Ear! William, and afked 
if he could inform me of the fortunes of 
* this Lord, and his noble houſe. He 
e ſtarted, and anſwered, heſitating and 
* confuſed. I at once ſternly told him, I 


* for a weighty. cauſe, no doubt. [How 


M 3 feel 


'* then ſhall the news of this violent remov- 


— 
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feel? Vet, ſtill, upon mature reflection, 
I deemed: it the fafeſt courſe to convey 
K this youth to Marlborough, where I hop- 
*ed to gain ſuch intelligence as might di- 
red my future conduct. Thither we 
bent our courſe; and, near this place, 
did F receive thoſe } Joy ful tidings, which 
+7 brought me to deliver up my dear charge 
into his father's care.” 
From my ſoul | thank. thee,” replied | 
the earl. —* Yet hath thy tale renewed. 
* ſome doubts and ſufpicions—but let 
£ ſuſpicions fleep till to-morrow.” Then, 
"ſtarting up earneſtly, he aſked with a 
loud voice, Who of my brave fotlow- 
ers will undertake the charge of repair- 
ing inſtantly to Cornwall, bearing to 
the fair Jacqueline the cheering news 
aof her father's arrival, and conveying 
ends 7 to my © caſtle?” Fitz alan ſtood 
forth, and, with five more who deficd 
-foil and fabi ue, inſiſted that this pleaſing 
charge ſhould be entruſted to them. They 
- departed, freſh and vigorous as the ſturdy 
hind that riſes to his morning lahours 
And now Lord William, turning kindly 
towards Les Roches, attempted once more 
to ſpeak his joy and gratitude. But ſud- 
denly his voice fatled, his cheeks grew 
pale, a cold dew iſfued from his pores, 
dis whole frame was diſordered, and he 
>" Tanks faintly down. The gueſts "aroſe in 
05 confuſion 


— 
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confuſion and amazement. Tyrrel trem- 
bled in an agony of terror, nor was his 
conſternation © unobſerved. — Treaſon, 
cried Chauvigny, ſeizing the falſe hoſt, | 
and this ſword ſhall revenge it.—But | 
what revenge on thee, thou wretched 
ſlave ?—Say, Haſt thou indeed murdered 
this noble Lord? Hath thy vile hand 
dealt him poiſon? Confeſs thy villainy, 
vor this moment is thy laft.“ The abject 
Tyrrel had fallen on his knees, and now 
loudly and vehemently aſſerted his inno- 
cence; but, when terrified by the view 
of inſtant death, he ſcrupled not to con- 
feſs, that, by the direction of Lord Hu- 
bert, he had invited the Earl to his houſe, 
but that he was not privy to any deadly 
2 ; if ſuch had been concerted, the 

lonk alone was privy, the Monk alone 
had executed it. Reginhald was ſought 
for, but he had fled, which had confirmed 
their ſuſpicions, and filled the hall with 
grief and diſmay. William alone ſeemed 
unmoved. He gently preſſed the hand of 
Les Roches: My enemies have prevailed,” 4 
faid he, © the ſnares of Hubert have:caught \ | 
me. - Alas thou knoweſt him not. Vi- | 
„ ſit my calle, comfort my wife, and Oh! 
continue thy kind protection to my ſon.” 
The grief of Lord Chauvigny was 
outrageous: that of Les Roches had choak- 
ed his voice. He hung over the languid _ 
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. Earl, in filence and conſternation ; whilſt, 
on the other hand, the boy clung paſſion · 
ately round the knees of his father. The 
ſcene was affecting; and even the rough 
foldier, to whom death had been long 
familiar, melted into tears Poiſoned! 
and by Lord Hubert! was repeated 
with ſorrow and indignation, The diſmal 
_ tidings were ſoon caught by buſy tongues, 


fpread abroad, and propagated thro' the 


land, to aggravate the diſgrace the wicked 
favouf ite was toon to experience. 


_ His, afflicted friends conveyed the Earl 


to bis couch. And, now, the good 
old Randolph, whoſe venerable face had 
worn the deepeft marks of ſorrow, ſeems» 
ed to be ſuddenly enlivened by a gleam 
of hope, He pauſed, appeared earneſt 
to collect his diflipated thoughts, and now 
Jooked as a man. unexpectedly viſited: by 

comfort, The eyes of his friends were 

fixed upon him, as if demanding an ex- 

planation; when, addreſſing himſelf haſ- 


tily to Lord William, he aſked of his pre · 
ſent ſtate, whether his pain was encreal- | 
- ed, or his langour more oppreſſing? He 


thanked the gentle Knight, and declared, 


that now he ſeemed more at eaſe.—* Ves, 


-  ctied Randolph, and ſoon ſhall this ma- 
© lady ceaſe, and ſtill ſhall William live.'— 
The Frenchmen were aſtoniſhed, but the 

Knight confidently repeated his joyful 
e 1 aſſurances. 
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aſſurances. Experienced and ſagacious, 


and accuſtomed to ſurvey all objects with 
more calmneſs and compoſure than young 


Chauvigny, he revolved all the incidents, 
fince their arrival at the houſe of Tyrrel. He 
had marked the aſpect of the Monk, and 


from thence had formed the blackeſt ſuſ- 


picions of his temper and deſigns. He 
had marked his officious cares, and obſe- 


quious zeal in attending on the Earl. He 


had marked 'how, at the firſt entrance of 
Les Roches, the cup had dropt from the 


hands of Saliſbury: He recollected, that 


after this the Monk had not been ſeen; 
and juſtly concluded, that this was the 
fatal cup which had been prepared for 
his friend; that the fell purpoſe of Hu- 
bert had been happily defeated by his ſud- 


den ſurpriſe; and that the poiſonous mix - 
ture, . which, if drank, muſt have inſtantly 


roved fatal, had now, when but juſt _ 
| ſcarcely taſted, raiſed a teinpotaty diſorder 
in the frame of William, which nature, 

till free from deep infect on, would foon 


be able to overcome. - Thiele thoughts, 


Which he communicated, to his noble com- 


panions, were received with j joy; and ſoon . 


were they confirmed by that eaſe and vi- 


gour which the Earl gradually recovered. 


Tyrrel had been ſecured, and was now exa- 
mined at more leiſure. His diſcoveries 
ler ved to conyince them of Wat was l 


NM „ 
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the truth, that he had indeed connived 


at the baſe deſign, but not been directly 


an aſſiſtant. Bur he was not an object 


' worthy of noble revenge. Againſt Lord 
Hubert was vengeance loudly denounced, 
and the great foul. of Saliſbury was on 
fire to uten the full ſeverity of juſtice 
15 his treacherous and unrelenting ma- 
„ 
„ Bis reſcutment and indignation were 
ſtill to be more inflamed. The unhappy 


Oſwald, who had for ſome time groaned 
under a ſevere captivity, at length had 


found means to make ſome impreſſion on 
the heart of his keeper, who kindly con- 
ſented to relax his hardſhips. When the 
meſſengers of Lord William were confined, 


be had deſired, and was ſecretly admit- 


ted to hold ſome conference with them. 
The keeper was witne(s, with what clear- 
neſs and ingenious honeſty they entered 
into the detail of all their fortunes, and 

declared that their Lord muſt, ere long, 
appear to confront his enemies. The 


man was alarmed he had heard the ſtory | 
of Oſwald, and he heard it now repeated 


with honeſt pity and indignation. He 


was perſuaded, that the power of Lord 


Raymond was ſoon to expire; and that 
be ſhould do an acceptable ſervice to the 

1 Earl by favouring the eſcape of that man 
"who had been 88 for his affection to 


* 
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the Counteſs. He revolved theſe thoughts 


for ſome time ; at length liſtened to the 


ſolicitations of his prifoners and ſuffered. 
Oſwald to eſcape. He lay concealed for 
a while, reſolving to take his way cauti- 


; ouſly towards Cornwall ; but ſoon learned 
the important tidings, which, by this time, 
a an. to ſpread through the ad; jacent coun- 


try, that the Earl of Salifbury had arrived 
at Marlborough, and was preparing to 


return to his caſtle. He therefore chang- 
ed his courſe, and directed his weary 8 
towards the royal ſeat. Fortunately, he 


encountered Fitz-Alan; and his compani- 
ons, who informed him where he might 


5 find their noble maſter. He entered the 


hall of Tyrrel at midnight, and demanded 
to be inſtantly conducted to the Earl. 
Alarmed at that general forrow and diſmay- 


Vieh dwelt upon every face, he ventured 
- 8g enqunre, and was ſoon informed of the 
cauſe— Alas F faid he, if the malice 


of his enemies hath reached the Earl, how 
„mall Oſwald hope to eſcape?“ Then, 
fixting down in mournful ſilence, he paſſed 


| the heavy hours in all the bitterneſs of 


anguſh and deſpair, till the dawn of 
morning. « | 

The friends and ane of the Earl, who 
bp this time began to collect round their 
Lord, had ſcarcely felt the alarm of his 
Lager, 8 * received the joyful 


tidings 
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tidings of his recovery. Oſwald too was 
cheated, and again demanded immediate 


7 admittance to the Earl. And he was ſoon 


admitted, for his appearance and demea- 
nour Promiſed ſomething extraordinary, 
He Kknvteled befote Lord William, and 
wept. I come,” ſaid he, from thy 
© caſtle. I come to tell thee of thy unhap- 


py Counteſs.— The agitation of the Earl 


grew violent: but he commanded” him to 
proceed, and he heard him with breath- 
leſs attention; till Ofwald, who began to 
relate all the events of the caſtle of Saliſbu- 
ry, which he had known, proceeded with- 
out reſerve to deſcribe the oppreſſion of 

Lord Raymond, with an artleſs and inge- 
nious freedom. The rage of William was 
kindled ; he ſtarted wildly from his ſeat, 
and thundered out the moſt terrible de- 
nunciations of vengeance. and deſtruction. 
So may this arm proſper. So may this 
good ſword do me ſervice in the hour of 
* danger, as I will revenge thee, noble 
© dame! And may I be curſed, and 
< ſcorned, and vile as thee, thou tecreant 


* I Lord, if I forget thy treachery and op- 
1 «© preſſion. But come, my. friends! let us 
away !—O murderous thief ! Is it thus thy 


-< wolfiſh. nature hath ſtolen in upon my 
. belpleſs fold His friends laboured to 


recall lim to calmneſs and attention. Oſ--—- 


"my ons his «Fs and filled the 
breaſts 
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is breaſts of all his hearers with the moſt en- 
e livened indignation. He concluded with 
relating the reception of the meſſengers, 
> and his own 27 humbly imploring 
. WB the protection of the Earl againſt his in- 
cenſed Lord. May heaven forget me, 
replied William, if I forget thy honeſty. 
But come, my friends! if ever pity foft- 


— 


| ened your breaſts, if ever manhood 
* dwelt in your noble hearts, aſſiſt me in 

WH © puniſhing the injuries of - my gentle 
| + Counteſs,'—Here- young William enter- 


ed, and ran fondly. to embrace his father. 
At ſight of him Oſwald fell upon his knees, 
and, with an extravagance of pious joy, 
thanked the gracious powers who had pre- 
ſerved him. The boy turned and acknow- 
ledged his. former protector. Thus was 
the truth of all that Oſwaid had delivered 
wonderfully confirmed; and Willam re- 
newed his thanks and promiſes. of favour. 
"The, attendants: were ſummoned; every 
moment brought in more and more of the 
| Earl's. vaſlals: Les Roches, Chauvigny, 
and Randolph vied with each other in 
their expreſſions of zeal and impatience to 
| redreſs the injured. All were ready to 
take their way, and William enjoyed the 
pleaſing: thought of ſurpriing the baſe 
- uſurpers in the midſt of their preſumption. 
But Fitz - Alan had prevented this ſurpriſe. 
He could not ſuppreſs his impatient affec- 
e 8 5 _ tion 


* 


* 
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tion for his noble miſtreſs. To delight her 
with the firſt joyful tidings of her Lord's 


approach, he had turned aſide and viſited 
the caſtle; and there did he raiſe that con- 


fuſon Which had overwhelmed Lord Ray- 


mond, and his wicked creature. | 


SECT. m. 


UT hill the an guss and er | 


nation of Rayinond, which aroſe 
from ſhame and remorſe, grew every mo- 


ment more violent; Grey, who was con- 
cerned ſolely for bis perſonal ſafety, * gra- 


* dually regained ſome ſhare of recollection, 
and began to conſider of the means to 
ard off the impending danger fiom his 
own head. His chief Tehance was on the 
important ſervice which ke conceived to 


be in his own power, that of diſcovering 


the felidence of young William, and re- 
ſtoring him to his father. But itt further 


. «to encreaſe his merit, and to attone for 
paſt offences, heidetermined to betray his | 
"maſter and to give him up, naked and 


'defenceleſs, into the hands of his enemies. 
This baſe reſolution once formed, no time 


was to be loſt in executing it: Raymond . 


Was preparing to depart; this muſt be 
inſtantly prevented. He flew among bis 
followers and attendants : 1 repreſented 
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the danger which now-threatened them, 


in the moſt allarming colours: he told 
them, that their Lord had long proceeded 
in a courſe of injuſtice and oppreſſion, / 
which muſt be now revenged with indiſ- 
_ criminate fury on all who had accompanied 


him: that he now prepared to retire, ho 


ing, that, whilſt the injured Earl was tax- 
ing a bloody vengeance on his innocent 


followers, he might eſcape in the confu- 


ſion: that the only means of providing for 
their ſafety, of approving their innocence, 
and of difarming the reſentment of Lord 


William, was to continue in their preſent 
fituation, without any appearance of hoſ- 


tile intentions, any purpoſe of oppoſing 
the entrance of the rightful Lord of this 


caſtle, and to oblige their leader alfo to 
ſtay and anſwer for his own actions. To 
whe nobler few he hinted theſe things with 


caution, and they received his inſinuations 


with diſdain, loudly declaring that they 
were reſolved to live or die with Raymond. 
To the baſer and the greater number he 
ſpoke more plainly. To them he feru- 
pled nat to declare, that the violent paſ- 


hons of their Lord had diſordered his un- 
derſtanding, and aſked, with well affected 
terror, who could be ſafe, after the out- 
" rageous dealing with his unhappy brother, 
Whoſe only fault was, that he had ſerved 
Lord a Jak ) with too blind and 


too 
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too violent a zeal.— They heard him with 
approbation, and readily conſented to 

ſubmit to his direction, in this dangerous 
emergency. T5 
The unhappy Raymond was now re- 

duced to the loweſt ſtate of human wretch- 

_edneſs, tormented with the conſciouſneſs 

ol his own guilt and weakneſs ; unable to 
repair, or to attone for, the miſchief he 

lad occaſioned; pierced with all the ſtings 
of remorſe; unable to conceabhis difgrace, 
yet ſtill too great of ſoul to bear it: help- 

leſs and folitary, whilſt the arm of venge · 
ance was lifted againſt him; deſerted by 
his followers ; and betrayed by the man 

whoſe wicked arts had funk him into this 

depth of miſery. Grey, on the other hand, 
ſeemed to have compoled his. fears, and 

to enjoy a ſhort-lived triumph. He had 
collected a party round him, which gave 

him the command of the caſtle. _ His 

Lord had retired to give his diſtractions 

ſome moments of a and his creature 

no iſſued out orders to his aſſociates, to 

Watch his mptions, and even to oppoſe his 

% oo ions 
ln the midft of his preſumption, he 

| ſought Lord Raymond, whom he had but 
now avoided with the moſt abject terror: 
with an infolent compoſure he deſired him 

to explain his intentions. Oh | are you 
come ?* cried Ray mond: 1 have com- 

Es Re Mol Hap © manded 
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' © manded my people to prepare for de- 


\ 


© parture. let us this inſtant be gone! 


* eſcape ? Waither ſhall we fly? The 


© powers of Earl William are at hand. 


* but what of that? His reſentment is 


not directed againſt us. We have not 


* ſought to pollute his bed. We have not 
deeſtroyed the repoſe and happineſs of his 
wife.“ His, Lord ſtarted up in ſudden. 

fury, as if preparing to puniſh this inſolence: 
but Grey, nothing diſmayed, bad him 
compoſe his pajhons:: they bad already 
| Proved too violent. —* Alas? ſaid he, 


What was the crime of iny unhappy 


not upbraid thee now. Thoſe followers, 
* whom, Raymond cannot protect, he 
* ruſt ng longer hope to command.——Nay, 
my Lord, ſeck not to paſs: here thou 


* haſt no longer power; this chamber mult 


* content thee: here muſt Earl William 


find thee, Anſwer him as tho mayeR.* 
here only wanted this - treacherous 


inſolence, to fill up the mighty ſum of mi- 


_ ſeries, under which Raymond groaned, 
He found himſelf indeed a piiſoner, 
guarded by his own people, and in the 
abſolute power. of his perfidious. creature, 


He ſtood in mute ſurpriſe; and Grey was 


Juſt preparing to repeat his inſolence, 


When 


brother? — Guilty indeed he was, but 
not to thee, cruel Lord. But I will 


—— 
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when the noiſe of horſemen called him 
fuddenly forth. 


A ſinall troop bet been- gebeten at a 
conſiderable diſtance, preſſing forward 


towards the caſtle; with the moſt violent 
and precipitate ſpeed. Fhoſe of Ray- 
mond's attendants, who had refuſed to 
umte in the treachery of Grey, firſt eſpied 
their approach, and, mounting their hor- 
fes, called for their Lord to fland on bis. 
| defence, or bravely to lead thenragainſt the 
enemy (for ſuch they deemed them.) 
But Grey now-appeared, and, with a ſud- 
den recollection of thought, told them, 


in the name of Raymond, that no reſiſt- 


ance was to be attempted : that their Lord 


feared not, nor would oppoſe theſe viſi- 


tors: but that he directed his. friends to 
| marchamilccaſtward of the caſtle, and there 


to expect him. They obeyed; and Grey 


now obſerved the little troop more diſtinct- 
ly, wondering at the ſmall number, and 
ſtruck with a ſudden and inſtinctive ter- 
ror, when he diſcovered Lord William 
{whoſe perſon he well knew) at the head 
df this company. He gazed earneſtly 
round him, yet, ſtill, but a few perſons 
only were in view. — By heavens?” cried 


Grey, he comes not with a force to drive 


tus hence, but to make himſelf our pri- 
_ *ſoner :* then haſtily ordered his affociates 
7 oa o ſuffer theſe men to enter unoppoſed and 


unmoleſled, | 
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unmoleſted, and, inftantly afterwards, to 
ſhut faſt the caſtle gates. He curled his 
own folly and raſnneſs, which had led him 


to betray himſelf to Lord Ray mond. He 


now ſaw a noble occaſion of repairing his 


fault, and, inſtead of perſevering in his 


reſolution of giving up Raymond into the 


hands of the Earl, he now deemed it in his 
power, and judged it the wiſeſt courſe to 
give up the Earl into the hands of his 


— 


VV felf to the utmoſt danger, by his 
ungovernable violence. He had taken his 


way at the head of a princely retinue, well : 


appointed, and zealous to vindicate his 
cauſe; ſo that now Eis port was that of a 


' warlike Baron, marching to aſſiſt his King, 


againſt ſome ſudden invaſion. Part of his 


powers was directed to advance towards 
the caftle by different approaches, ſo as to 
ſurround it, and prevent the eſcape of 
Ray moud or his people. He him{-If at 
the head of a choſen band, attended by 
the two French Nobles, ruſhed directly 


forward. But the impetuoſity of the Earl 


_ foon left his attendants at a diſtance, all 
but young Chauvigny and a few others 
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who with difficulty kept pace. with him, 
They arrived at the caftle-gates, without 
perceiving that they were come unſup- 
ported; and William, far from recollect- 
ing his danger, ruſhed on with furious and 
impatient ardor, till he had reached the 
apartment of the Counteſs. 

He flew to to take her in his arms, and 
ſtarted back in an agony of terror and 
ſurpriſe, at the diſcovery of her un- 
happy condition. He called upon her 
with earneſt, yet tender accents; and 
now natnre ſcemed to make ſome ef- 
forts to ſhake off: its lethargie weight. 
The Counteſs trembjed, as at ſome extra- 
ordinary appearance; gazed with a look 
leſs vacant, as if the dawn of rea ſon were 
returning; ſighed and wept. “ Art thou, 
ſaid the Earl, turning to Ehnor, who buſi- 
ly aſhſted iin to ſupport her miſtreſs, Art 
thou that good matron, whoſe cares have 


adminiſtered cora! fort to my Wife - Hea- 


ven ſhall reward thee; and William: ſhall 
© not be unmindful of thy hong ſt affectlon. 
But ſay, —conceal not the truth: — 
Whence this (ad diſorder in her noble 
mind? Hath not her oppreſſor compleat- 

ed his vile defign ?—Hath he not forci- 
© bly taken poſſeiſion of her bed? Elinor 
aſſured him, that heaven had been pleaſed 
to preſerve her from ſuch pollution ; but 
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her preſent ſtate of melancholy.—William 
again preſſed the hand of Ela. Speak to 
to me, cried he; * ſay that thou rejoiceſt 
at my return. No word of congratulati- 
© tion} No look of joy ! Is this the happi- 
© neſs which my buſy fancy formed? Is 


this my reception? The Counteſs gaz- 


ed upon him, and ſeemed in violent agi- 
tation: but fill ſhe was unable to return 
his affection. Reaſon had not yet regain- 


ed its ſeat.—At length, the Earl, whoſe 


heart was torn with anguiſh, bound- 
ed farioufly from the Ground where he 


had fixed his knee, and loudly demand- 
ing the vile murderet of his peace, iſſued 


forth in ſearch of Ray mond. 5 
By this time the caſtle was in confuſion. 


Chauvigny and his few attendants had 1 


been prevented, by ſuperior numbers, 


from following Ear! William. They ex- 


preſſed their ſurpriſe, and now began too 
late to perceive their danger. One of 
them, ſuddenly taking a horn from his 


ſide, prepared to give fo ſhrill a blaſt, as 
would have reached the ears of their com- 
panions, and quickened their fpeed : but 


Grey, who had now the ſole command, as 


_ ſuddenly prevented him, by declaring, 
with a ſtern inſolence, that the leaſt alarm 
ſhould prove immediate death to Lord 


Willam. His deſign, which he now 


ſought | 
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ſought to execute, was to raiſe a violent 
broil and tumult in the caſtle, and to afſaſ- 


ſinate the Earl, in the confuſion. The pre- 
ſence and interpoſition of Raymond he 


deemed neceſſary ; and he haſtened 6 


ſummon this Lord, to embrace the fair oc- 
cCaſion of deſtioying his rival, which for- 


tune preſented to him. At firit entering 


tae apartment, his eyes were wounded by 
an object of terrror, which at once con- 
founded all his deſigns. Raymond had 


fallen upon bis ſword. Grey ſtarted back | 


in amazement; and, in that moment, 
William entered. and ſaw the unhappy 


Lord, pale and bleeding on the ground, 


who ſhut his languid eyes, as if aſhamed 
to mect the countenance | of him he had 
wronged. The art, the hypocriſy, the 
boldneſs and recollection of Grey, all de- 
ſerted him. He ſtood trembling and con- 
founded, awed by the preſence of the 
Earl, as by that of, a ſuperior being. At 


length he attempted to retire; but, Willi- 


am, drawing his ſword, forbad bim with 
2 terrible authority, and demanded the 

meaning ot what he now beheld,” Ray- 
mond, lifting his eyes faintly, juſt found 


breath, at broken and painful iutervals, to 
declare, that his on hand had done 1 * — 


. | have indeed wronged thee, Lord ; 
could I endure thy triumph, and - 


* own ſhame—Yes, I have 2 150 the 
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< nobleſt Lady. But there ſtands the ac- 
© curſed wretch, the falſe and traiterous' 
Here his emotion grew too violent 


for his languid condition. He was ſeized 
with a ſudden pang; he groaned and 
expired. 


The Earl then, turning to Grey, ex- 


claimed Yes! 1 know 'thee now! 


Thou art the wretch who laboured to 


_ © aggravate the diſtreſſes of Ela, with 
25 ſuch infernal diligence. Thou art he 


* who baſely ftole away my ſon. Grey 
fell upon his knees, ſupplicating for 


mercy with the moſt abje& and ſervile 


fear, and promiſing to reſtore young 


William. he Earl: raiſed his arm, and 


Prepared to ſtrike the miſcreant. * Kill 
me not! cried Grey, or thy ſon is for 
+ ever loſt, I alone know the ſecret of his 
* preſent reſidence.'—Here a ſadden and 


violent ſhout arreſted the ſword of William. 


His followers had arrived, had found the 
gates. barred againſt. their entrance, had 


; quickly forced them open, and ruſhed, in 
a rapid torrent, thro' the halls. Les 
Roches and Chauvigny, Randolph and 
Ol ald, directed by the outcries of Grey, 
and the loud rage of Salifbury, forced in, 


Juſt as the wicked agent of oppreſſion 
Was entreating for mercy.. At ſight of 
Ofwald, deſpair pierced his foul. heart; 


on 


and, when he Ae young, William led 
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on and protected from the violence of the 
rout, he cloſed his eyes, and crouched to 
[re the deadly blow. O ſhame to 


* rmanhood ! '” cried Randolph, *ſhall ſuch 
* a flave die by the arm of William ? - 
© Look there! noble Lord: {pointing from | 


the window to the body of Reginhald, 


« which ſtill hung from the oak) behold [ 


thy juſt vengeance is prevented. Be- 


© hold "the. puniſhment which befits ſuch | 
*vileneſs ;—* Be it fo,” cried William, 


4 well doſt thou inflruct me! —And, 
without further reſpite, was Grey led 
forth to ſhare the fate of his wicked 
| brother. 5 

The view of blood and death allayed 
the joy of William and his noble friends. 
The good old Knight was moved, and 
now ed to regret that the juſt puniſh- 
ment of Grey had not been inflicted but 
by abſolute and violent power. All the 
late diſmal effects of lawleſs oppreſſion 
crouded into his mind; and he felt the 
Want of that ineſtimable bleffing, a, wile, 

righteous, and well attempered rule. 


The thoughts of Ela, and her unhappy 


condition, ftill gere a gloom over the 
countenance of the Earl. His thanks and 

congratulations Were grave and ſolemn. 
The body of Ray mond was removed; his 
attendants were ſuffered to depart unmo- 


leſted; order and tranquility were reſtor 


ed 
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ed in the caſtle; and Lord William was 
at leiſure to Aae his noble friends of 
that terrible impreſſion, which her misfor- 
tunes had made upon his wife. They had 

ſcarcely began to offer e e and 
comfort, when Elinor appeared with earneſt 


looks: beſeeching the Earl inſtantly to viſit 


her afflicted Lady. The fight of him had 
awakened” her to ſome degree of reaſon, _ 
and his removal had excited in, her ming 
a violent and dangerous emotion of fear 


and anxiety. He haſtened to her pre- 
fence, leading his young ſon, who ran to 


the arms of his mother. She hung upon 2 


the dear objects with tendernęſs and plea- 


ſure, and uttered ſome words of joy. That 
melancholy Which had clouded her noble 
mind, began gradually to diſſipate. At 
length ſhe looked, as if rouſed from a dream 


of miſery; returned the ardent carreſſes of 
her huſband, and breathed out her pious 
thanks to that. goodneſs which had pre- 
| ferved him. : A little time ſo far contfributs 
ed to compoſe her mind, that ſhe required 
the ſtory of her huſband's fortunes and 
dangers. But this he ſuſpended, until 
her health ſhould be ee eng 
mind leſs ſubject to violent emotions. 
Jacqueline was now arrived; had em- 
braced her father and her lover, and was 
preſented to the Counteſs.' At ſight of 
her, Ela felt ſome — and 5 
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ed che tidings which Oſwald had conveyed 
to her. But when. William informed her, 
that he had ſaved and protected. this maid 
from danger; that ſhe was daughter to a 
dear friend, to whom he owed his life; 
and betrothed to a noble youth, both of 
whom: were now in the caſtle; ſnhe em- | 
braced her with a tender affe&ion, and ſe- 1 
eretly felt ſome ſhame at her former fuſ- WM 
pieiens: And now the two Barons of 
France and the old Knight were admitted 
do offer their congratulations. to the Coun- 
ſteſs. Pbe friends of Earl William croud- 
ed from different parts to ſhare his joy, 
and the caſtle was for ſome days a ſcene of 
gladneſs and feſtivity. But Chauvigny, 
impatient to complete his happineſs, gent- 
ly urged to Les Roches the ngeeſſity of 
returning to France. | William was ſoon 
acquainted with their purpoſe. Not fo! 
| Py he. © Shall I not be witneſs of the 
___ * happineſs now to crown the virtues of 
e that dear maid, the lovely companion of 
Imp dangers, and comforter of my diſs 
_ Vtreſs?- blere, even hete, ſhall: her plight- 
ted hand be given to Lord Chang . 
Les Roches conſented: the nuptial 
rites were prepared, and celebrated with 
all due ſolemnity. 
The two ſons of Randolph hah attended 
Jacqueline to the caſtle; and now ſhe ear- 
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to accompany her to France. They 
hall be my Knights,“ ſaid ſhe, and ſhall | 
+ be treated with all honourable. care.“ 
The Counteſs requeſted, with equal ear- 
© neſtneſs, that Randolph would permit them 
to live with her fon. But the fond father 
could not yield to theſe ſolicitations : he 
declared that his ſons muſt firſt endeavour. 
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. to render themſelves more wor thy of lug 3 
f favour. 0 

4 The faithful Elinos fil atlendec on het | 
= beloved miſtreſs, - and was entertaine& - 
5 with an affection which. made the remem- 
k brance of her former misfortunes leis bit- 

* ter. Her brother too found that reſp pect _- 
% and reward which his honeſt zeal hg ſo 
by juſtly merited. 1 
f The reſentment of the Earl ie 

n Lord Hubert was in ſome degree diſarmed, _ '. 
p when he received the tidings, that this - | 
e wicked favourite had forfeited the royal 

f grace, and was ignominiouſly baniſhed. 

}f _ He now reflected on his wrongs with leſs - 

3 emotion. Ela too ſeemed to forget her 
- WW fufferings, and each was the more endea r- 
7 ed to the other, by the late dangers ang. 
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